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4 He was of a diſpoſition ready to embrace and 
oblige all men; allowing others to differ from him, 
even in opinions that were very dear to him; and pro- 
vided men did but fear Got and werk righteouſneſs, he 
loved them heartily, how diſtant ſoever from him in 
judgment about things leſs neceſſary: in all which, he 
is very worthy to be a pattern to men of all perſua. 
fions whatſoever.— See Archbiſhop TIL TOTrSsOx's Funeral 
Sermon for the Rev. Mr. Trnomas Gouvcr,mwhbo was 8 
Nonconformiſt, 
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TO THE REVEREND 


JAMES STONHOUSE, M. D. 


RECTOR OF 


GREAT axp LITTLE CHEVEREL, 


WILTSHIRE, 


REyEREND AND DBAR SR, 


T is with great pleaſure I take this oppor- 
tunity, of paying a tribute of public reſpect 

to you. It is now near twenty years ſince our 
Friendſhip firſt began; which has been a delight- 
ful ſource of pleaſure and improvement to me. 
Mr. OR rod brought us together at firſt, ſoon 
after I began my clerical career, and from the kind 
offices of you both, it received an happy direc- 
tion bath having adviſed, counſelled, cautioned, 
/ and 


(iv 3 


and encouraged me *. In your Pariſh, Sir, I 
ſpent ſome of my happieſt and moſt uſeful days; 
in a fituation favourable to ſtudy and ſelf. 
improvement, among an affectionate, and in ge- 
neral, a tractable, people. The ſcene has ſince 
been conſiderably changed: but the reſpect and 
good-will, which I found among your farmers 
and cottagers, no length of time will be able 
ever to efface from my memory, | 

The greateſt part of the Letters, contained in 
this little volume, were written by Mr. OR rom 
to me whilſt I reſided at CHREVEREL; which I 
found of conſiderable Uſe to me there, and to 
the pariſhes to which I afterwards removed. I 
had ſelected moſt of them from a large num- 
ber, with which he had fayoured me, to be a 
kind of Memorial + of their honoured Writer, and 
as a Manual for my future Uſe. When I ſhewed 
them to you, you were pleaſed to ſpeak of them 


as 
* Witneſs theſe Letters, and your Hints to a Curate. 


+ © For that pattern which I ſaw in him, and for that con- 
verſation which I had with him, I know how much I have to 
anſwer for to God. And though my reflecting on that which 
I knew in him, gives me juſt cauſe of being deeply humbled 
in myſelf, and before God; yet I feel no more ſenſible plea- 
ſure in any thing, than in going over in my thoughts all that 
I faw and obſerved in him. Biſpep Bux xE＋ concerning Arcb- 
biſbep LE1GHTON,— Paſtoral Care, page 221. Fifth edition. 


c 


1 

as Letters you much eſteemed; and when I ex- 
preſſed an inclination of publiſhing them, for the 
ſervice of my younger Brethren in the Miniſtry, 
the deſign met with your approbation and en- 
couragement, Mr, Ox rox hath already appeared 
in the world under the reſpectable characters of 
a commentator, a ſermon-writer, : and a biogra- 
pher; and if I introduce him in a new light, 
as that of a correſpondent, I hope, I ſhall not 
leſſen his merit; the general contents of the 
following Letters being on ſubjects of conſiderable 
importance; the advice given in them, with re- 
ſpet to the Paſtoral Care, having been found 
practicable, (eſpecially in Country Pariſhes ;) and 
which was the reſult of his own experience and 
obſervation. 

To you, Sir, I am inclined, from various 
motives, to INSCRIBE theſe Letters of our com- 
mon Friend, which you will be pleaſed to con- 


ſider as a Teſtimony of my {ſincere reſpect for 
you. I am, g 


REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 
Vour obliged and 


moſt humble ſervant, 
Shrewſbury, 


April, 1791. THOMAS STEDMAN. 
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Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman of the 
Church of England. 
Feb. 3, 1791. 

1 highly approve your deſign, reſpect- 
ing the publication of Mr. OrTon's Let- 
ters. The more I ſee of them, the more I ſee 
the utility of ſuch an undertaking. I conſider- 
ed the Writer as one of the beſt men living— 
judicious, pious, benevolent, and piereingly ſen- 
fible; a moſt inſtructive miniſter, and a moſt 
valuable and faithful friend, I had a particular 
intimacy with him for at leaſt forty years. By 
ſuch a publication as you intend, he will, © being 
dead, yet ſpeak,” and ſpeak inſtructively.“ 


, 


Extract of a Letter from one of the Laity. 

——< ] am very glad you have thoughts of 
printing a number of Mr. OrToN's Letters, and 
ſhall rejoice, if my earneſt wiſh may determine 
you to do it. That they will be highly uſeful 
and inſtructive cannot be doubted. He excelled 
in the eaſy epiſtolary manner of writing, as much 
as in other kinds of compoſition. I am certain, 
they will be a valuable preſent to the public, 
and ſhew ſo excellent and good a man to much 
advantage; and will be likely to carry on thoſe 
uſeful deſigns, which he had ſo much at 
heart,” 


YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 


October 4, 1771. 
DEAR SIR, 


AM very glad for Dr. Sroxhovsk's ſake, and 
[| alſo for your own, that you intend accepting the 


Curacy of Little Cheverel*, The Doctor is a genteel, 
good tempered man; truly ſerious, rationally evan- 
gelical, and judiciouſly zealous. He will treat you 
like a Friend and a Brother, and' you will be much 
pleaſed and improved by his company and conver- 
ation, He preaches, during his reſidence, twice 
every Sunday, and has a Lecture on Wedneſday 
evening. But i health obliges him to live the 


B greater 


* Near Devizes, in Wiltſhire, 
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greater part of the year at Briſtol, for the benefit of 
the Waters there. I could ſay more of his Pariſh 
every way, than the Doctor chooſes to write to you 


of it himſelf, becauſe he would not raife too high 


expectations. I am pleaſed with the 1% of Books you 
intend taking with you, but you will allow me to 
add, that I hope you will take ſome of your Claſſics, 
in order to keep up, and improve your knowledge 
of the languages; eſpecially ſuch as may increaſe 
your critical acquaintance with the New Teſta. 
ment. 
I am your affectionate and faithful ſervant, 
Jos OrTow. 


LEE 1 SK tho 


Dec, 4, 1771. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


Comply with your requeſt in writing to you, 
though I have nothing to fay very deſerving of 
your notice, But I am determined there ſhall be 
no defect in my friendly regards for you, how 
many ſoever there may be in the manner of ex- 

preſſing them. 
J was glad to hear of your ſafe arrival at Cheve- 
rel; though it was a mortification to me not to 
ſee 
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ſee you in your way thither, —You retire to afoun= 
TRY VILLAGE under ſome diſadvantages, arifing 
from the ſeaſon of the year, and the agreeable ſitu- 
ation you have left ®, But you have good reaſon to 
believe that you are in the way of duty, following 
your great Maſter's directions, and doing his work in 
that ftation which he hath appointed for you; and 
] have a chearful perſuaſion, that you will be made 
very uſeful in it. To fee this, will add charms 
to ſolitude, and pleaſure to ſtudy and preaching: 
and abundantly make up what otherwiſe you would 
greatly regret the loſs of. Every perſon to whom 
your. labours prove beneficial, will be a faithful 
friend to you, and love and honour you as a ſpiri- 
tual father. Though your diſtance from your good 
Mother + is a painful circumſtance, yet, as ſhe has 
other dutiful children with her, this will alleviate it 
both to her and to you. And ſurely our Maſter 
B 2 very 
Br Ron in the county of Salp.—dulce oft natale ſolum. 

+ Some afflitive circumſtances, which afterwards befzll this 
excellent parent, eſpecially a paralytic ſeizure, reminded her chil- 
cren of the following lines of Mr. Por E, which are deſcriptive 
ot their filial affection towards her, 

Me let the tender office long engage, 

To rock the cradle of repoſing age; 

With lenient arts, extend a Mother's breath, 

Make languor ſmile, and ſmooth the bed of death— 


Explore the thought, explain the aſking eye, 
And keep awhile one Parent from the {ky. 
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very reaſonably requires us to leave father, mother, 
houſe, &c. yea all to follow him. (Matt. x. 37.) 
And you well know what he promiſes to thoſe 
who do it with courage and chearfulneſs. 
As you preach but once on a Sunday, permit 
me to adviſe you on the other part of the day, to 
— give your auditory a ſhort, plain, and practical Ex- 
Paſition of the Epiſtle or Goſpel for the day; whicli 
will be a very uſeful exerciſe to yourſelf —extremely 
agreeable to the pariſh—and, if I miſtake not, it is 
required in fome of your Canons or Epiſcopal Di- 
rections. (See Canon 49.) Many of our elder 


Clergy uſed expounding in the manner I propoſe; 


And Bp. Burnzr in his Paſtoral Care, urges long 
Texts, and ſhort Sermons, that is, expounding &. I ſup- 
poſe Dean STANHCWODYE's Expoſition of the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels were delivered in public, and alſo that 
of Hol E on the Catechiſm, and others. — At other 
ſeaſons, it may be adviſeable to catechiſe in public, 
the elder children and youth, on that part of the 
Sunday, when you do not preach, and to expound 
ſome of the Catechiſm upon Ls wis's plan, uſing the 
helps of ſome commentators upon it t. And an 
| hour 
* Sce alſo Abp. Hon 's Inſtructions to the Clergy, p. 244 
&c, and Abp. SEcxEr's Charges to his Clergy, 
+ 1 think Lswis's Explanation of the Catechiſm, (ſays Mr. 


Or rox) is as good as any I have ſeen, {and I ſuppoſe is gene- 
rall 
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hour once a week might be profitably devoted to 
catechiſe the younger children, either in the Chancel 
of the Church, or at the Parſonage Houſe, which 
ſuits you and the ſeaſon of the year beſt, to whom 
you might, and muſt talk plainly and familiarly. 
You will find this very uſeful to yourſelf, as 
well as to them; as you will thereby increaſe a 
habit of uſing plain language, and will ſee how 
far they underſtand you, and by what they are 
moſt ſtruck and affected. Serious parents will 
like you for this care and attention to their off- 
ſpring.,—I found it of great uſe to encourage the 
young men of my congregation at Shrewſbury, to 


B 3 come 


rally preferred by th2 Clergy) which has gone thro* a 
multitude of editions, and is in the Catalogue of Tris diſ- 
perſed by the Society, for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, and 
to be had by any of the Members on the terms of the So- 
ciety, Dr. Ap Aus uſed: to read upon it at his Sunday 
Fvening Lectures upon the Catechiſm in St Chad's Chureh, 
Stretuſpury. Some parts of it are not, I think, well ſupported 
by the Texts which he advanceth in proof: But they may ap- 
pear ſatisfattory to others, tho' not to me. It may be ad- 
viſeable for you to procure ſome Commentators; and if you 
get Lewis's or any ſmall commentator interleaved, you may 
add ſuch remarks and reflections from the other, as may 
be inſtructive and uſeful to the children and others, who 
may attend your catechetical lectures. You will probably 
make this a part of your evening ſervice, inſtead of preach- 


ing, and it may be equally, if net more, profitable to your 
congregation, 
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come to me from eight o' clock to ten on a Sun- 
day evening, and to talk in a friendly manner to 
them on any uſeful ſubject, eſpecially the Sermons 
of the preceding day. By this practice J learnt 
much from them what in a Sermon they did not 
underſtand, and what they felt and were improved 
by in it. No ſtudies at the Univerſity can teach 
this experimental knowledge this acquaintance 
with human nature — As I ſuppoſe the Doctor hath 
left you ſome plain, practical Books to give away 
among the pariſhioners, it will be natural to take 
i opportunities of aſking them, whether they have 
if read and underſtood them. By ſo doing you may 
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{ introduce ſome ſerious diſcourſe, and learn ſome- 
jp thing of their characters, which it would otherwiſe 
| be difficult to do, without its appearing forced 
and unſeaſonable; and they may be led to join 
in the converſation, or elſe they may only give 
you the hearing. The principal difficulty in the 
jo paſtoral care is to get our people to converſe 


i freely, and to open their minds. And there is 
ii no judiciouſly ſuiting and applying remedies, with- 
3 out knowing the diſeaſe, and the patient's con- 
g ſtitution; and this, in many caſes, can only be 
| learned from themſelves, = You are, no doubt, 
N 


3 duly ſenſible, that Cad giveth the increaſe (1 Cor. 


ini. 6.); and you will act upon that good old 
| maxim 
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maxim, bene oraſſe, eſt bene ſluduiſſe, May God 
multiply the feed you are ſowing in public and 


private, and increale in you and by you, the 
fruits of righteouſneſs | 

Your deſire of my advice in your preſent ſitu- 
ation, muſt be my apology for the freedom I 
have taken in this letter. As to any other par- 
ticulars, I muſt refer you to Dr. DopprIDGE's 
Life, and Mr. PaiLie HENRT's *, the ſituation of 
the latter in particular, ſo exactly reſembling your 
own, If you meet with HERBER T's Country Par- 
en, pray read it. Probably you may do this in 


IVilthhire, as he was Rector of Bemerton, in that 
county. 


I am your faithful friend, 
Jos ORToON, 


* The fourth edition of which was publiſhed by Mr. Ox ros 
in 1765, price 28, 6d. 
JT * 
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LETTER + HE 


Tan, 31, 1772, 

DEAR SIR, 
” Io a ſincere friend to the reputation and 

uſefulneſs of the Clergy, and the honour 
of our common chriſtianity, I am an enemy to 
Pluralities in general. But you are fo circum- 
ſtanced, that I ſee no material objection to your 
acceptance of the curacy of Great Cheverel *. 
Your ſphere of uſefulneſs will be enlarged ; the 
inhabitants of that village and its environs will 
enjoy your labours, without being expoſed to cen- 
ſure for rambling from their own fold, and de- 
ſerting their eſtabliſhed Paſtor, who I find is very 
old, and too infirm to officiate any longer among 
them. I preſume, as the villages are ſo near 
to one another, all they of Little Cheverel, who 
attend your Sunday Morning Prayers, will, with- 
out difficulty, accompany you to Great Cheverel; 
and perhaps will come there with more ſpirit, as 


they will be to hear you preach ; and they of that: 


pariſh will be likely to attend your prayers and 
ſermons in the afternoon, This was the caſe 
with 

* An Ajo'ining Pariſh, 
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with Mr. JENESs +, while he held the Livings 
of Harley and Kenley together; and thus he ſatis- 
fed his own well-informed and tender conſcience, 
and vindicated himſelf to the world for being a 

juraliſt. The main thing to be feared (ſhould 
you accept this curacy) is, left your proper pariſh, 
having no ſervice in the morning, ſhould con- 
tract an habit of profaning or miſpending the Sab- 


bath. 


+ The Rev. Mr. BIN JAUIN Jexxs (Author of the Book of 
Prayers, and other practical treatiſes} was born at Eatizn Con- 
ftantine, in the County of Salep. Who his parents were, and 
what their rank in liſe, is uncertain and immaterial. But he 
was related to Biſhop Wirrtiams, of Chichsier, to whom he 
dedicates his Book of Prayers. He was ſome time Curate of 
Harley, before he became Rector of thai pariſh, On the 
Death of the preceding incumbent, RickAx D Earl of BxaDryoRD, 
patron of the living, hearing Mr. Jsxxs ſpoken of-reſpe@fully 
by the pariſlioners, went one Sunday, in private, to hear him 
preach; and was ſo much pleaſed with his diſcourſe, that 
he preſented him to the living, and made him his chap- 
lain. Mr. Jzxxs had alſo the living of Xenley, a ſmall vil- 
lige about two miles diſtant from Harley, at both which 
churches he officiated alternately, the people of each pariſh 
uſually attending him. He kept no curate till old age 
and infirmities obliged him. He preached commonly with- 
out Notes, and prayed without a Form both before and 
after Sermon. © I have heard (ſays he) Biſhops and Digni- 
taries, and many Doctors and Divines of our Church, all 
very learned and pious, pray without the bo, both before 
their ſermons and upon other occaſions, and with ſuch a 
rational and raiſed devotion as hath been o far from being 
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bath. But I know you will caution them on this 
head and exhort and encourage them to go with 
you: And I hvpe and believe, they have ſuch a 
regard to you and the Doctor, and fo much 
ſenſe of religion, at leaſt decency, that this evil 
Let me intreat you to be careful 
of your health, as walking home after preachmg, 


will not ariſe, 


grating and offenfive, that it hath been very inſtructive and 
His People had a high reſpe&t and veneration 
for him; with whom on proper occaſions he would be very 
-caſy and familiar, till maintaining much authority over them. 
— He was remarkable for great candour and moderation to- 
wards worthy Perſons of different religious perſuaſions; of 
which, the Editor of theſe Letters has in his poſſeſſion ſome 
He preached at Harley fifty-ſix years, — 
and was allowed by the patron to nominate his ſucceſſor, the 
Rev. Mr. PaixTER, who reſembled him in piety, zeal, and mo- 


edifying.”? 


extraordinary inſtances, 


deration. 


Mr. J=xxs was married twice, died May 1oth, 1724, in his 
ſeventy eighth year, and was buried in the chanczl of Harig 
church, where is a neat monument with the following in- 


ſcription, 


Letters to a Young Clergyman, 


Venerabil's Vir, Ben, Jenks. 
In hac ecclefia per 56 annos 
Docendo, vivendo, ſcribendo, 
Animis lucrandis incubuit. 
Tandem, Domino vocante, 
Servus, bonus et fidelis, 
Czlo maturus 

Intravit in gaudium #ternum 
10 mo Die Mali, A. D. 1724. 
A tatis ſuæ 75v0, 
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and your lungs being warmed by exerciſe, if the — 
air be cold, may be injurious to you without 
great caution : Walk-ng to Great Cheverel, when 
the weather is hat, may be equally prejudicial ; 
and returning home late at night from funerals, 
may be worſe than either, I know not what is 
the cuſtom of thoſe pariſhes; but you ought to 
make a point of having the funerals early. Laſt 
night, in the midſt of a thick ſnow and ſevere 
froſt, our vicar and his curate were burying two 
corpſes after five o'clock by candle light. This 
ought not to be endured. You will excuſe theſe 
hints, as young Miniſters do not always attend 
ſufficiently to theſe Minutiæ. 

It you find any ſerious or teachable young men 
at Great Cheverel, I ſuppoſe you will join them to 
the little ſociety, which you have already formed in 
your other pariſh, as they will not think it much 
trouble to come ſo ſhort a way to meet them. 
Or, if that cannot be done, perhaps they might 
be engaged to meet together on a Sunday even- 
ing, in their own village, for reading and reli- 
= gious converſation ; eſpecially, if you can find 
* ſome prudent and experienced chriſtian there, 
3 who will prefide over, and aſſiſt them.—I ſub- 

mit it to your confideration, whether it would 
not be adviſeable to fix on a ſlated day weekly 
to 


—— — —— 


— 


- — — 222 
—ͤ——àh: —ͤ U K 


—U— —: . oO iA. —¼. 
— — — 


3 


-—- * 

—— — 
EF” == 
TY 2 - * 


» —— 


— = — + — 


* 2 2 3 2 
— — 


>. 
n 


12 Letters to a Young Clergyman. Let. 3. 


to viſit your new flock; as then they will ex- 
pect you; and I hope diſpoſe their buſineſs fo, 
that they may be more at leifure to receive you, 
You will, I doubt not, take notice (particular, 
tender notice) of their Children ; inquire if they 
have learned their Catechiſm, aſk them a few 
queſtions in it, which will give you a natural 
opportunity of dropping ſome hints of encourage- 
ment. In the ſame view, you will aſk them what 
Text you preached on the preceding Sunday, and 
whether they remember any thing which you 
then ſaid. This will give you a handle to re- 
mind them of what they ſhould have particularly 
attended to and obſerved ; engage their attention 
another time; and inoffenſively admoniſh and 
inſtruct their parents, and others of the family, 
who may be preſent; who ſometimes are but 
larger children in knowledge and underſtanding, 
and need milk as much as the leſs. — You will 
ſometimes call upon the old Incumbent, ſhew 
him all proper reſpect, and you may, perhaps, 
have an opportunity of ſuggeſting a ſeaſonable 
hint to him, without giving him offence : For 


— Many teachers need to be taught, 


As providence Ifath led you into a ſphere of 
dauble ſervice, I have no doubt but you will 
double your diligence and your prayers: In which 

| [ heartily 


Let. Jo Letters to a Young Clergymans 13 


I heartily concur, that you may have a double 
portion of the Spirit, of your Divine Maſter, and 
that his ſtrength may be ſufficient for you, 

J hope your zeal in diſpoſing of the Books 
vou ſpeak of, was ,judicious. Some ſuch books, 
though containing bad divinity, may be curious 
in an hiſtorical view, or throw ſome light into 
ſome parts of antiquity ; and therefore deſerve to 
be read and kept. I have often picked up x { 
pearl from a dunghill, and ſo am leſs curious in — 
my choice of books to read, than many others; 
and, indeed, than I qughtto be, had I leſs time 
for reading. . Some valuable anecdotes from ſome 
very trifling books, have made my ſermons more 
entertaining and inſtructive than otherwiſe they 
would have been : therefore it may be well to 
run over an indifferent book before it be laugh. 
tered, An Index  Expurgatorius is a dangerous 
thing. ] 


I am your faithful friend and* ſervant, 


Jos OR rom. 
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Kidderminſter, March 30, 1772. 
T AM very ſenſible of your weight of buſineſs : 
wut you will not be'diſheartened; eſpecially as 
you will, 1 hope, more and more fee (in the 
ercantile ſtyle) that it anſwers ' very well, You 
know who could do all things ey fr eYIurepesh 
Phil, iv. 13. and there your eyes will be conti- 
nually directed. Even St. Pa uf could not do 
without that: and with that, who cannot do? 
1 know not what to ſay about extemporary 
preaching, It may on ſome accounts be defirable 
and uſeful: But I dare not encourage it in 
— Young Divines, I never knew an inſtance of it, 
but the preacher was careleſs in his ſtudies, ſlo- 
venly and incorrect in his diſcourſes ; and lofing 
the habit of accurate compoſitions, could never 
recover it afterwards. Yet I would by no means 
deſire you to confine yourſelf entirely to your 
notes. When a thought ſtrikes you, or ſome- 
thing in your ſermon ſeems to ſtrike your hearers, 
11 you may add a few ſentences, as you find mat- 
1 ter ariſing in your mind: And if you are tho- 
8 roughly maſter of your ſubject, and have a good 
deal of your ſermon, eſpecially the application of 
it, 
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it, committed to memory, thus much will be eaſy, 
and you will not heſitate and appear at à loſs., 
But ſuppoſe you preach at your new Church, 
Sermons, which you have delivered at Little Cbe- 
vere! half a year ago; not exactly as wrote, but 
commit the ſubſtance, every leading thought, and 
the texts which you have introduced into them, 
to memory, and then enlarge pro re natd. Or, 
you may compoſe and write out one new Ser- 
mon every, week, and let it be preached at. your 
churches alternately; and then on the other part 
of the day,. have at, the other church, your plan, 
texts, and leading thoughts only written down, 
and. diſcourſe to your people from them. 80 
that each place will have a compleat, and a kind 
of extemperary diſcourſe alternately, But then, if 
you do this as it ought to, be done, it will very 
little leſſen your labour: For it will require as 
much pains in ſtudying your plan, texts, ang: 
ſubordinate thoughts, and putting them down, 
as in writing a ſermon at large. But let me 
caution - you, never ta venture without a+ 
finiſhed diſcourſe in your pocket, leſt any indif- 
poſition of your own,, or circumſtance relating to 
the congregation, ſhould diſqualify you for ready 
conception and utterance. I have known ſo ma- 
ny Miniſters become injudicious and unaccepta- 
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ble by a careleſs habit of compoſing, or rather 
of not compoſing at all, in their younger days, 
and in ſmall country places, that I make theſe 
conceſi-ns, guarded as they are, with fear. The 
other extfeme is beſt for a young divine to err 
in. Beſides, there is no way by which you will 
ſo ſpeedily and effectually increaſe your fund of 
theological knowledge, as by accurate compoſures. 
Thus you will ſtudy your ſubject carefully, view- 
ing and examining it on every fide; conſulting 


all the commentators you may have upon your 


text and parallel places, and reading what other 
divines (whoſe writings you may be poſſeſſed of) 
have ſaid upon the ſubject. So that were you 


to read nothing for a whole week, but what you 


would read in this method (except Hiſtory, Claſ- 
ſicks, &c. by way of relaxation) I ſhould com- 
mend your diligence, and fay, you had kept to 
the good maxim, Hoc age. 

I found lately, in the courſe of my reading, 
mention made of a Mr, ROWLAND STEDMAN, 
a native of Shropſhire, who, in 1662, gave up 
his Living of 3ool. per annum, at Oakingham, 
Berkjhire, becauſe he could not comply with the 
terms then required; who was an excellent 
preacher, and the author of ſeveral practical trea- 

tiſes. 
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tiſes. Is he an anceſtor or relative of your's *? 
I aſſure you I ſhould think ſuch a divine and 
confeſſor an honour to my name and family, 
and I believe you will think it ſo to your's. — Of 
another pious Miniſter I read, that he found his 
labours had little effect upon his own pariſh. 
ioners, but much upon his occaſional and acci- 
dental hearers. Of another, that being complain- 
ed of by a neighbouring clergyman, for drawing 
away his pariſhioners on a Sunday, he anſwered, 
“J have preached them here, let him, if he will, 
preach them back again,” Old Biſhop LArI- 
MER told ſuch a complaining Divine — “ Feed 
your Flock better, and then they won't. ſtray,” 
Such Hints as theſe, from eminent and expe. 
rienced | Miniſters, have always a great weight on 
my- mind, In reading the Lives of eminent Men, 
you will do well to inſert in a Pocket-book, or 


C3 Vade-- 


* He was born at Corfron, in the pariſh of Diddlebury, in 
Sbrepſbire, 1630; admitted a commoner of Baijo/ College, Ox- 
fard, March, 13, 1647, and the year following removed to 
Univer fity Colle ge. In 1655, he took his matter's degree, and 
toon ter War became miniſter of Hanwell, near Brent ford, 
Biddicſex ; where continuing till 1660, he removed to Oaling- 
bam, in Berkſhire, and from chence Was ejected jor non- 
conformity. He was afterwards chaplain to Paitie Loyd . 
Wnax fox, and died at his Lordſhip's ſeat at Jobeurne, near 
Beaconsfield, Bucks, Sept. 14, 1673, and lies buried in the church 
there, See Mod's Aibenæ Oxonienſes, V. II. p. 381. 
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Vade--mecum, any hints of ſtories, facts, or re- 
marks, which you would wiſh to remember, or 
would be proper to quote in ſermons or conver- 


fation. Unleſs your memory be much better than 


mine ever was, you will find this neceſſary. 

I congratulate you on the approach of Spring, 
when every ſcene will be enlivened around you, 
and a country village will become a kind of pa- 
radiſe, It gives me pleaſure to think what fa- 
vourable opportunities of uſefulneſs you will have 
in your rural walks, to ſee your farmers and 
ſhepherds at work, and talking with them and 
their ſervants about their occupations, in an eafy 
and natural way, grafting ſome religious hints 
upon it, directing them to ſpiritualize their la- 
bours, and riſe to God, and Chriſt, and Heaven, 
by their common occurrences. And while you 
exhort them in the words of SoLoMoN, to: © be 
diligent to know the ſtate of their flocks, and to 
look well to their herds,” (Prov. xxvii. 23.) 
you will, like a good ſhepherd, take the hint 


yourſelf. — May the dews of divine grace be largely 
diffuſed into you and your flock, that you may 


be adorned with all the beauty. of. chriſtian graces, 
and abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs ! 
| I am your affectionate, 

and faithful humble ſervant, 


Jos Og rox. 
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L ET TH 


June 10, 1172s 
DEAR SIR, 


5 HE death of the old Incumbent of Great 

' Cheverel, is an affecting leſſon, to the laity, 
but eſpecially to the clergy; which I pray God 
they may lay ſeriouſly to heart. I wiſh you may 
be continued in the Curacy, provided the new 
Rector ſhould not chooſe to reſide, Fellows of 
Colleges, who have been many years. immured 
in their colleges, are not always the moſt fit 
perſons to be Pariſh Prieſts; not knowing well 
how. to preach, or. converſe, or behave to com- 
mon people; except they have a heart truly ſe- 
rious, and that will make up every other defect 
in country places. 

I am glad you are pleaſed with the two vo- 


3 N lumes of CrLusBBe's * Trafts, which I deſigned - 


for your ſervice, and beg your acceptance of them, 
His Sermon before the Sons of the Clergy at 
Ipfwich, and the Letter to a. Young Clergyman, 


are very excellent. His Tract on Infant Bap- 


tiſm is ſenſible and clear, and the others are en- 
tertaining, and, indeed uſeful ; for they expoſe the 
folly 

* Rector of PWhatfeld in Suffilts 
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2.0 Letters to a Young Clergyman, 


folly of many writers, eſpecially on ſubjects of An- 
tiquity, and indeed of ſome of the clergy, who 
ſpend too much of their time in ſuch ſtudies. 

J know not what Hiſiory of England to re— 
commend to you. Some are ſo large, ſome ſo 
ſhort, and ſome ſo partial, it is hard to lay 
which is beſt, ' or which is good. A geneial ac- 
quaintance with our Hiſtory is very defirable. 
But it is of great importance to be acquainted 
with ſome periods of it, particularly the Refor- 
mation, Civil Wars, and Revolution. I know 
none better than BURRxRT's Abridgment of the Re- 


formation; and his Hiflory of his own Times. 
WELwoop's emoirs is a good abridgment of our 
I have 


hiſtory from James I. to King William. 
heard a good character of GoLpsMitn's Hiſtory, 
but have not ſeen it. But I would principally 
reccommend to you to get fome books of 
Biography . 


general, with particular perſons and their writ- 


ings, and above all, will furniſh you with many 


little anecdotes and ſtories to (inſert in your ſer- 


mons, which will entertain and edify your hear- 
ers. There is a book which I would recom- 
mend. 


eſpeciallß the Britiſ Biography, 
which is very full and cheap, and the beſt 
thing of the kind T have ſeen. This will give 
you a good acquaintance with our Hiſtory in 
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mend to you, as extremely uſeful in this view, 


called © The Triumphs of Faith, printed for Dilly. — 


Price, half a crown. 
I am your faithful friend, 


Jos ORToN. 


LETT E VN. 


Auguſt 19, 1772. 

DEAR SIR, 
Should have wrote to you long ago, had 
not my great weakneſs prevented me, owing 
to which, I was obliged to drop all correſpon- 
dence, but what I could carry on in Short- 
hand, 

I thank you for your very kind and friendly 


7 Letter, and all the encouragements and conſola- 
tion it ſuggeſts, It is not only a proof of your 


Friendſhip to me, but an evidence, that “ the 
Lord hath given you the tongue of the learned, 
to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to them that are 
weary ; and in that view it gave me peculiar 
pleaſure. The long continued dry and hot wea- 


© ther we have had, tho' fo favourable to the 


earth, was injurious to me; weakened my little 


ftrength, 


* Jfaiah J. 44 
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ſtrength, and quite took away my ſpirits, I 
have been in a very languiſhing ſtate, ſince the 
end of June. Within a week paſt I have been 
conſiderably revived ; tho? I have, and ſhall have, 
returns of my diſorder, and my nerves continue 
in a moſt ſhattered condition: Nor can I ex- 
pect they will be much better, till we have 
cooler weather.— My Mind hath indeed been in 
a gloomy ſtate; which I doubt not, as your 
very kind Letter ſuggeſts, is much owing to my 
corpcral diſorder: but when Eternity ſeems. juſt 
in view, conſcience awakens and alarms ; vouth- 
ful fins, which have been deeply and daily mourne 
ed over before God, appear yet excecding ſinful; 

— and the ſins of a Profeſſor and a Miniſter, ap- 
pear peculiarly heinods. A thouſand defects and 
negligences in miniſterial work, and eſpecially in 
the Paſtral Care, appear then great fins. You 
read my Writings, and ſee my outlide only ; 
but know not « the plague of my Heart,” the {ad 
remains of corruptions and ſenſual affections, diſ- 
tracted, cold devotions, and little, languid love 
and zeal. Vet it hath been the main buſineſs 
of my life to do od, and 1 think my 0 08 


principle, to ſerve the Lord Chriſt, Worldly 


wealth, honour, pleaſure and applauſe, I never 
ſought. | I have been endeavouring to ſerve my 
fellow- 


3 „ GS VID 
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fellow- creatures while I had ability, and have 
been attempting it in my preſent ſtate of ſilenee, 
weakneſs and obſcurity; and tho' conſeious of 
innumerable imperfections, this affords me fome 
comfort. I have ſometimes a chearful hope; at 
other times it is weak and wavermg, and thoſe 
fears, which have torment, prevail. But in the 
darkeſt ſeaſons, I keep looking and crying to 
God for his pardon and help; that he would 
diſcover to me any latent hypocriſy or ſin; and 
if he ſeeth it good, dart a ray of light and 
peace into my” ſoul, I place no dependence 
upon any works or worthinefs of my own, but 
lie at the foot of the croſs, as a humble; peni- 
tent believer, and fixing all my dependence there *. 
Y write 


* Sir Jonx Hawx1Ns in his Life of Dr. Joun SON gives us the 


following Account, — “ In a viſit, which T made him, in con- 


ſequence cf a very preſſing requeſt to fee me, 1 found him 
labouring under great dejection of mind. He bade me draw 
near him, and faid, he wanted tc enter into a ſerious con- 
verſation with me; and, upon my expreſfing a willingneſs to 
join in it, he, with a look that cut me to the heart, told me, 


1 | that he had the ptoſpect of death before him, and that he 
; | dreaded to meet his Saviour, I could not but be aſtoniſhed 


at ſuch a declaration, and advifed him, as I had done once 


before, to reflect on the courſe of his life, and the ſervices 
he had rendered to the cauſe of religion and virtue, as well 
by his example, as his writings; to which he anſwered, that 

he 
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I write theſe things partly for your warning, 
partly for your encoyragement ; but chiefly that 
you may the' ee Shad how to pray for me, 
I wiſh to 4&now more clearly (and he can, if he 
ſees good, fhew me) how far the body darkens 
the proſpects of the ſoul, or how far remaining 
corruptions and failings occaſion anxious fears. 
I daily pray, © Shew me wherefore thou con- 
tendeſt with me.“ Job x. 2. And I hope, God 
will not deny a requeſt, which his word and ſpi- 
rit dictate. | | 
I rejoice that your bow abides in ſtrength, and 
that you have any encouragement in your labours. 
May the Lord increaſe it ! 
What glorious Harveſt- Weather! I hope you | 
will preach your people a Harveſ- Sermon. What 
— think you of Ifaiah ix. 3. (middle clauſe) for 
a Text, which plainly refers to the Goſpel ? See 
ver. I, 2. 


he had written as a philoſopher, but had nat lived like one. 
In the eftimation of his offences, he reaſoned thus — 6 Every 
man knows his own fins, and alſo, what grace he has 
« reſiſted. But, to thoſe of others, and, the circumſtances 
under which they were committed, he is a ſtranger: he 
« is, therefore, to look on himſelf as the greateſt ſinner that 
« he Knows of.“ At the concluſion of this argument, which, 
he ſtrongly enforced, he uttered this paſſionate exclamation, 
— * Shall I, who have been a teacher of others, myſelf be 
«© caſtaway? Life, p. 563. 
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ver. 1, 2, The Joy of Harveſt great —reaſonable, 
on account of plenty — good weather — freedom 
from enemies. — But Joy of the Goſpel greater— 
better bleſſings, relating to the ſoul and eternity 
— bought and purchaſed by Chriſt — freely be- 
ſtowed, &c,—All ſhould rejoice in ſuch a Goſpel 
— eſpecially thoſe who have felt its power, Ex- 
cuſe theſe Hints. 

This is the longeſt Letter I have written for 
ſome time: and indeed writing at any time, 
eſpecially now, is fatiguing to me. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your faithful friend, and humble ſervant, 


Jos Ok rox. 


LET TY NN. 


Oct. 16, 1772. 
DEAR SIR, 


long IIIneſs this ſummer threw me fo 

much behind hand with my correſpon- 
dents, that I have not yet been able to recover that 
punctuality, which I ſhould be glad to main» 
tain, I bi God I have been in better health 
and ſpirits for three weeks paſt, than for three 
months before, and indeed am now as well as 


D : I ever- 
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I ever expect to be. But the wetneſs of the 
ſeaſon is a hindrance to my riding, walking, 
writing, every thing. My mind is freer from 
tormenting fears ; but either theſe bad nerves, or 
ſomething worſe, deprive me of thoſe comfortable 
hopes I wiſh to enjoy. But the divine Phyfi- 

— cian, whoſe regimen is always right, may ſee it 
beſt to keep ſome of his patients low. They 
may not bear a higher diet. Probably the health 
of the Soul may be beſt promoted by it; and 
then all will be well in the iſſue, 

I rejoice in your encouragement in your Paſ- 
toral Viſits, You have, I think, gone as far as 
you prudently can at firſt, As your intimacy 
with your people increaſes, they will be more 
open in converſation with you, and then you 
may properly put particular queſtions to them. 
For inſtance : „Do you pray in ſecret? With 
a form, and what form? or without ?*”” So as 
to family-prayer.—Your method of lending books 
Kc. is very uſeful, as it will furniſh you with 
ſome natural queſtions about their attention and 
improvement ; which will not appear forced and 
lugged-in, and ſo not terrify them, nor appear 
impertinent in you, -It would be well to pray 
with families, wherever you think it can pru- 
dently be done; and hints may be dropped in 

prayer 
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prayer inoffenſively, which may ſhew them their 
duty. Mr. Henzy faith, © Prayer may preach.” 
And I have often found perſons obſerving and 
improving ſuch hints, which could not be given 
in an addreſs to them without -danger of offence. 
But caution is neceſſary here, not to let them 
ſee too. plainly what you think of their ſtate. 
This may be dangerous both ways, Petitions 
grounded on the treachery of the heart, the fre- 
quency and danger of ſelf-deceit, and for divine 
ſearch, illumination and guidance, are always pro- 
per and uſeful; except you have reaſon to be- 
lieve your friends are eſtabliſhed chriſtians, Even 
common appellations, as thy ſervant, thy handmaid, 
may in ſome caſes do harm, as you know, and 
will know, how prone perſons are to catch at 
any ſhadow of hope without penitence and faith, 
This perſon, or this our friend, is leſs dangerous 
language, — It is good to pray particularly for 
children and ſervants in a family, T his pleaſes 
and edifies them, and may ſuggeſt uſeful hints 
to them and their ſuperiors; but to be too par- 
ticular is wrong. —I think it a very uſeful way 
to inquire of the younger children, whether they 
remember the Text of the laſt Sunday's Sermon, 
(as their parents ſhould be deſired to teach it 
them :) and of the elder children, whether they 
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remember any thing of the Sermon. When they 
expect ſuch an enquiry, they will be more at- 
tentive, and then you may familiarly talk over 
ſomething of the ſermon with them, particularly 
what was moſt ſuited to their capacity and cir- 
cumſtances. I aſſure you, I have often learned 
much from the anſwers of little children to ſuch 
queries ; learned what part of a ſermon they beſt 
underſtood, were affected with, what kind of ſen- 
timents, or language ſtruck them; and fo knew 
how better to preach to children, that is, to nine 
parts in ten of every auditory ; for ſo many are 
children in underſtanding. —To talk over with 
them any remarkable occurrence in the pariſh or 
neighbourhood, as the death of a child = ſudden 
death — the ſeaſon of the year - or uncommon 
phœnomena—-may be uſeful; or ſometimes to 
give each a text of ſcripture (always a ſhort one) 
to remember and think of againſt the next meet- 
ing, and then talk it over with them ; eſpecially 
a text ſuited to any particular failing in them, 
or circumſtance of their family—as againſt lying, 
idleneſs, love of finery, or ſlovenlineſs — ſleeping 
at church—or playing on the ſabbath ; or ſup- 
poſe once in a year yon were to preach a Ser- 
mon to Children, and give notice of it the pre- 
ceding Sunday — To have your notes with you 

in 
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in the pulpit, yet to enlarge, as occaſion may 
require, is beſt. When pious, pertinent thoughts 
ariſe, purſue them, as far as you find matter 
flow eafily. Application is the life and foul of 
preaching; warm addreſſes, according to your 
hearers* different characters, ſtations and circum- 
ſtances, will be uſeful. - After your paſtoral viſits 
or catechiſing, keep hints of what you learn and 
obſerve, which may direct the ſtrain or pointing 
of your publick diſcourſes, Teaching is one of 
the beſt ways of learning: and there is in a 
miniſter's work; as in matter, action and re- 
action. His own foul and his people's will thus 
be reciprocally influenced, ——Perhaps nothing is 
more neceſſary, than frequently and plainly to 
caution perſons, eſpecially the ſick, againſt laying an 
undue fireſs on the Lord's Supper, having wrong 
notions of it, and expecting from it, what it 
was never deſigned to produce or convey. I 
have known ſome worthy clergymen -complaining q 
of their great embarraſſment in this reſpect. And 
as it is very grievous to have any thing like 
arguing and diſputing with the ſick and dying, 
this ſhould often be done in the pulpit and con- 
verſation when they are well, But enough of 

theſe ſubjects. | 
I am truly concerned on account of Dr. 
D 3 S TONHOUSE'S 
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STONHOUSE's mournful accounts from India, and 
very tenderly ſympathize with him under this 
ſevere trial; knowing haw much a perſon of his 
delicate frame and irritable nerves, muſt ſuffer by 


ſo unexpected an event *. But I pray and hope, 


that God will ſupport him, and enable him till 
to go on with his Maſter's work. An acceſſion 
of fyiritual children, begotten in Cl.riſt Jeſus by 
the goſpel preached by him, will be his beſt re-. 
lief and cordial under this heavy affliction ; and 
in the proſpect and hope of this, I truſt he will 
perſevere, God often calls his Miniſters to pecu- 
lar trials, that he may exhibit them as exam- 
ples of patience, meekneſs, ſerenity, and even 
chearfulneſs, and lead them to recommend and 
enforce their publick exhortations thereby. It is 
good to have this in our thoughts in our af— 
flicted ſeaſons, and to do honour to our religion 


and profeſſion, by a reſemblance to our. divine 
Maſter. To his affiſtance, compaſſion, and bleſ- 


ſing I heartily recommend him. 
You will do well to make Mos HE IM's Eccle- 


fraftical Hiſtory, tranſlated from the Latin, by 
Mactaine, familiar to you, as it is I think 


the beſt on the ſubject: and Dr, JoxTiIN, who 
| Was 


* The death of his ſon. 
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was an excellent judge of a Book of that kind, 
commends it as the moſt honeſt, impartial, and 
comprehenſive of any he had met with. 

You have my beſt wiſhes and prayers for your 
good ſuccels, 


I am your affectionate friend, &c, 


Jos OR To. 


LEL IT YUb 


* 


Dear SIR, 


I gave me great pleaſure to receive a letter 
from you with ſo much Short-Hand in it, as 

it ſhewed me you had applied cloſely to it, and 
that with a little daily care you will ſoon be 
maſter of it. You muſt make yourſelf thoroughly 
acquainted with the prepoſitions, terminations, and 
ſymbolical and arbitrary marks, as well as the 
meaning of the alphabet, You will find it of 
ſignal uſe to yourſelf in ſaving time and labour, 
and making your correſpondence with ſome of 
your friends more eaſy ; and for want of it, you 
are ſpoiling a good hand, and uſing yourſelf to 
ſo many abbreviations, that it is not eaſy to 
read 
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read them, I hope I ſhall not puzzle you too 


much with what I now ſend. 
I can add nothing further to what I ſaid in 


my laſt about the manner of praying with families 


and particular perſons, You can only judge of 
what is moſt proper in this reſpect, from your 
previous knowledge of their ſtate and circum- 
ſtances, and from what you learn in converſing 
with them.— Your method of aſking children 
and grown people whether they remember the 
Texts on which you have been preaching the 
Sunday before, is very proper, and will natu- 
rally lead you into ſome ſerious diſcourſe with 
them, and lead them to ſuch anſwers, as will 
enable you to form a judgment of their temper 
and ſtate. 

A ſet of yearly ſermons to young people, to pa- 


rents and children (which you have thoughts of 


preaching, and of which you aſk my advice) 
may probably have this inconvenience attending 
it, that in a few years you may be at a loſs 
for freſh materials, It may be done very well 
for a year or two. But it ſeems to me a bet- 
ter way to introduce theſe ſubjets by preaching 


upon ſome Scripture Hiſtories: as for inſtance, 


what is ſaid of Abraham's commanding his chil- 


dren and houſchold to keep the way of the 


Lord; 
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Lord; of Jaſbua's reſolution to ſerve the Lord 
with his houſe; of David's inſtructions to his 
ſon Solomon, and the like; the early piety of Jo- 
ſeph, Obadiah, Fabez, Sclomon, Timothy, and eſpe- 
cially our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I heſe hiſtories are 
ſtriking, and will at once explain and enforce the 
duties you recommend; and ſo with regard to 
all other relative duties. 

Your ſtory of the good woman at Great Che- 
verel is delightful, and full of inſtruction. Tt 
ſhews how abſurd, ungrounded, uncharitable, and 
wicked it is, to ſay of pariſhes and congrega-" 
tions where the goſpel, in our view of it, hath 
not been preached, * There is no religion there 
—not one ſerious perſon — not one pious ſoul.” 
See John i. 46---48. | 

Have you ever ſeen and read JenKs's Medi- 
tations * ? If you have not, I ſuppoſe, you may 
borrow them of Dr. STonnHouss, They are 
very ſerious and- excellent things, on a great 
variety of ſubjects; almoſt each of which con- 
tains the ſubſtance and heads of a ſermon, and 
will furniſh excellent materials for your compo- 
ſitions for the pulpit ; though his ſtyle is none 
of the beſt, 

MERIVALE'S 


* In two volumes octavo, printed for RivinGTON, in St. 
Paul's Church- yard. . 
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MERIVALE's Daily Devotions for the Clojet +, 
J have, and think them excellent. The Author 
was a moſt worthy, learned and pious man, a 
native of Northampton, and of the ſame claſs 
with me at the academy, and afterwards divi- 
nity-tutor at the academy at ZExeter,—SANDER= 
cock's Sermons, in two volumes, are lively, ju- 
dicious, ſerious, and familiar, | 

Had you looked into your Lexicons for the 
meaning of the word CHrematiſtic, you would 
have found that it ſignifies, the art of getting 
and ſaving money, from Xa, money, ſubſtance, 
wealth, &c, yew eld, hath a different ſenſe in 
the new teſtament, and means warned of God 
in a dream, Where you are in doubt about any 
ſuch words, never reſt till you have obtained 
ſome knowledge. of them. By this method you 
will increaſe your ſtock of learning, and with 


comparatively little trouble, 


I have little to ſay of myſelf, I bleſs God, I 
am in pretty good ſpirits, but weak and unfit 
for any buſineſs. The late wet and windy wea- 
ther hath been prejudicial to me, by hindering 
my riding, and depriving me of comfortable 
ſleep. But I would be thankful, that I am able 

to 


+ Price two ſhillings, printed for BuckrtanD, in Pater- 
noſter- row. 


Let, 8. Letters ta a Young Clergyman, 35 


to read, and ſometimes to write a little to my 
friends, and ſo I hope, am not quite uſeleſs in 
the world. TI greatly want a heart to improve 
ſolitude and infirmities better, to feel more of 
the love of God, and ſubmiſſion to him, and 
better hopes as to futurity, In- this view, I 
doubt not but you will continue your prayers 
for me, May the great Head of the church in- 
creaſe all your gifts and graces, and make you 
abundantly uſeful to all the people committed 
to your charge 
I am, dear Sir, 
' Your's affectionately, 
JoB OrToN, 


P. S. November 6, 1772, Which reminds me of 
the day of the year on which Dr. DopDpRIDGE 
died. The recollection of which event affects 
me with deep humility, and at the ſame time 
with much thankfulneſs.—I wiſh his Lie, may 


. 
» 


be of uſe to you, It coſt me immenſe pains, \\ 


and helped to break my conſtitution. But I hope 
it hath done, and will do, ſome good; though 
thoſe who I think on many accounts, ſhould 
have paid the» greateſt attention to it, have re- 
carded it leaſt, 
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L'E FT] TER 1X; 


March 27, 1773. 
DEAR SIR, 

AM ſorry you meet with ſo much diſcou— 
ragement from your new pariſhioners. But 
if you did not expect ſuch, you were too ſan- 
guine, and did not ſufficiently conſider the ſtate 
of that pariſh. It was, I ſuppoſe, like SoLomoN's 
field of the flothful, all overgrown with thorns 
and nettles, the fences broken down, or out of 
repair, and all the marks of negligence, and its 
bad - conſequences appearing in it. Were you to 
take a Farm in that condition, you would not 
expect to ſee it become fruitful and beautiful 
all at once, or with the utmoſt pains you could 
take, in a few months, or even years. But 
the minds of ſinners are more untractable than 
a neglected farm. The weeds of fin are fo 
many, and have taken ſuch deep root, that it is 
not eaſy to eradicate them, much leſs to deſtroy 
the ſeeds. It is hard to break up the fallow 
ground of hearts, which has been long unculti- 
vated. Hoſea x. 12. But the hand of the dili- 
gent will in time do great things, and the bleſſing 
of the Lord, which will attend it, (if his dili- 
gence 
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gence extends to prayer as well as labour) can 
break through the greateſt difficulties, You will 
no doubt, ſtudy ſome awful ſubjects to awaken 
and convince obſtinate ſinners: yet not dwell 
too much upon theſe, but try to draw them at 
times, with the cords of love, and the endearing, 
ſtriking motives of a glorious goſpel, When 
you hear of any of them behaving ill, you will 
take an opportunity of talking privately to them, 
But then, I think it will be beſt not to enter 
too largely upon their particular fins and faults, 
(elſe they will probably be diſpleaſed) but repre- 
ſent to them in general the evi] of ſin, the tem- 
poral, ſpiritual, and eternal miſery, which men 
are bringing upon themfelves and their children 
by vicious courſes; and put into their hands 
ſome little Tract againſt the vice which they are 
guilty of, or the whole, or part, of Dr. SToN« 
HoUsSE's Aadmonitions againſt ſwearing, Jabbath- 
breaking, and drunkenneſs x. If you have any 
ſerious, judicious chriſtians in either of your pa- 
riſnes, who are acquainted with thoſe perſons 
who give you ſo much concern, endeavour to 
prevail upon them to talk a little ſeriouſly to 


E them 


Price one penny, or 6s, an hundred, This little tract is 


in the catalogue of the Society for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge, 
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them at proper times: For in many caſes, a 
hint of advice given by one of the Laity hath 
more effect, and is better received, than when it 
comes from a Clergyman, as they will think the 
latter is only acting ex officio, and that his ex- 
hortation doth not ſo much proceed from a real 
concern for their reformation and happineſs, —— 
You will, I doubt, not, conſider that your caſe 


is the very caſe in ſome degree, of every 
faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, It was the 


caſe of the holy Apoſtles (2 Cor. xii, 20, 21.) 
and was the caſe of their Lord and ours him- 


ſelf. And though it ſhews a right diſpoſition, 


when a Miniſter's heart is grieved and humbled 
in ſuch. circuraſtances, yet he ſhould not be diſ- 
couraged, but proceed with ſo much the more 
vigour in his work, comforting himſelf with this 
thought, that God may at length awaken the 
moſt careleſs, and humble the moſt obſtinate ſin- 
ners; or that ſomething we ſay to them may 
ſtick by them, and produce ſome good effect 
hereafter, perhaps when we are removed to ano. 
ther ſtation or another world ; that others re. 
ceive benefit by our labours, that all are not diſ- 
obedient to the word and unfruitful under our 
miniſtry; and that we ſhall be a ſweet favour to 
God, accepted and approved of him, in them 

that 
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that periſh, as well as in them that are ſaved. 
2 Cor. ii. 15. and that God will reward his Mini- 
ſters in proportion to their pains and diligence, 
and not their ſucceſs, In the mean time, ſuch 
events are of uſe to Miniſters themſelves, to hum- 
ble them, make them more watchful and zealous, 
and more earneſt in prayer for all-conquering grace f. 
I am now reading the works of Mr. WIIL- 
IIA PERKINS, an eminent tutor and divine at 
Cambridge in Queen ELIZABETH'S reign. They 
are three volumes in folio, and I have got thro* 
one of them. What leads me more particularly 
to read him was, that his elder Brother was 
one of my Anceſtors, from whom I am in a di- 
rect line, by my Mother's fide, deſcended. I think 
him an excellent writer ; his ſtyle is the beſt of 
E 2 any 

+ Mr. OxTox once wrote to an eminent Divine of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church as follows.—-* You ſay you do no good by 
preaching,” —This is talking weakly; I had almoſt ufed a 
harder word. Should you not be chided for it?—“ Why do 
you leave off preaching ?”* ſaid old Biſhop LATIMER to a com- 
plainer like you? He anſwered, & Becauſe I do no good, 


my Lord.“ The Biſhop replied, © That, brother, is a naughty, 
a very naughty reaſon.” —You do not know what good 


you have done, are doing, may yet do, and even after you 


are dead, No good man preaches, I am confident, withont 
doing ſome good, and more than he knows of, or will know 
of, till the great diſcovering day. To have done our beſt is 
moral merit; and God will graciouſly accept and reward its 
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any of that age, or the next, and many paſ- 
ſages in his writings are equal to thoſe of the 


beſt writers in modern times, 


He .is judicious, 


clear, full of matter, and deep chriſtian expe - 
rience, He wrote all his works with his Jeff 
hand, bzing lame, of his rigbt, and died about 


forty- four. 


I could wiſh a Miniſters, eſpecially 


young. ones, would read him, as they would find 


large materials for compoſition, 
tracts againit the Papiſts; appears to have been 


He hath ſome 


a pretty high Calviniſt, but he hath many admi- 
rable things in fractical divinity, His works are 
little known in England, but they are ſtill in eſti- 
mation in Germany, many of them being written 
in elegant Latin, and others tranſlated into Ger- 


man. 


Some account of his liſe may be ſeen in 
CLARK'S 


What great good did our Maſter himſelf do? “ Who hath 
believed his report?” Ifai, liii. 1,—Who would have thought 
that you ſhould ever have talked of doing no good by preach- 
ing, when God hath done you ſo much honour already in 
your miniſterial character? I am aſhamed of you; and almoſt 


angry at you. Labour more, and pray more ſtill. 


« If the 


iron be blunt, as Sotomen ſays, then put to more ſtrength,” 


Eccleſ. x. 10. If you begin to be lukewarm, whatever your 
motive is, it cannot be a good one.—I am not clear, that I 


ever did much laing good in my life; yet I do not repent my 
attempts. I am humbled and aſhamed daily, that they were 


not more and better, 


Remember, that preaching is of God's 


own appolatment.“ 
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Clark's Lives of Eminent Men, He was eſtee m- 
ed a Puritan and met with ſome difficulties on 
that account *. — As a Specimen of PEREKINSs's 
manner, I ſend you the following quotations, 
Speaking of St. PAur's labouring in vain, he 
adds, „It may be demanded, what mult be 
« done, when the labours of our calling are in 
« vain? Anſwer, We muſt follow the command 
« and calling of God, whether we have good 
« ſucceſs or no, and whatever comes of it, 
« Though PAux feared his labour was vain, yet 
« ſtill he laboured. When PETER had laboured 
& all night and caught nothing, at the command 
« of Chriſt he faith, at thy word will I caſt out 
„ my net. And thus to do, whatever follows, 
« is true wiſdom and the fear of God. For it 
« muſt ſuffice us, that the work we take in hand 
« is plealing to God, and though it ſhould be 
„in vain with reſpect to men, it is not ſo be- 
« fore God, This every man muſt remember in 
« his place and calling for the eſtabliſhment of 
« his mind againſt all events, 


E 3 « Miniſters 


* Mr. GzanGrR in his Biographical Hiſtory fays,—< he was 
deprived by Archbiſhop Wulreirr for being a puritan. But 
his great learning, worth and influence made the high party 


aſhamed and afraid to procced to any violent meaſures with 
him," 73 


3 


7 


dd ORE 
- 
= . a 
— * . . 8 
* * — — 
_— o _ — 


12 — 
Sy of * * 


— . 0 n „ 
3 * > 2 2 K * 93 
ER” IIS ͤ ͤ HS F754 EATS 

—— — — _ — — — 
— — — * 


% 7 4. ”. 
. 
- —— 
— — — 


PT 
TS 
5 Eh "IA 
_— — ee Dee. 


— 
—_— 3 
S RELIES 
222 


2 > 
228 — #8... 
w — 1 
_— 


* 
—— - — * 


LEWES, 


. — -4 
— 
a — — 


— 
2 — 
od 
— - 


— 


c plain and familiar manner to catechiſe. 


42 Letters to a Dung Clergyman, 
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« Miniſters are to temper their gifts and ſpeech 
to the condition of their hearers. The Corin- 
« thians were babes in Chriſt, and Paul fed them 
« with milk. To the Jews he became a Jew, 
« &c, For this cauſe, it were to be wiſhed that 
« catechiſing were more uled than it is by our 
ce miniſters: For our people are for the moſt 
« part rude and uninſtructed. A ſermon to ſuch 
« nerſons is like a great loaf ſet before a child. 
« It is no diſgrace for learned miniſters in a 
This 
is to lay the foundation, without which, all la- 
« bour in building is vain, In much hearing 
they learn little, becauſe they know not the 
« grounds of doctrine, that are uſual in all ſer- 
& mons. It is a fault in many, that they love 
„to hear ſermons which are beyond their reach, 
in which they ſtand and wonder at the preacher, 
« and plain preaching is little reſpected of ſuch,” 
—You will judge of his ſtyle and manner by 
theſe quotations, I have lately found in his 
works, an analyſis and harmony of the whole 
Bible for the uſe of ſtudents at Cambridge. 

I think I have now paid you in your own 
coin, and filled my paper to the utmoſt, If 


a 


A 
* 


any thing be acceptable and uſeful to you in 


thankful 
for 


its contents, I ſhall be glad. I am 
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for your prayers, which are mutual. Think gf 
me, as laid aſide from publick work, and une 
uſeleſs; and learn from it to work while ir is 
day, before diſability comes, or the night, when 
no man can work. And may God work effec- 
tually in you, with you, and by you! 


I am your fincere and affectionate friend, 
Jos OR ron. 


L ETTU X. 


April T7, 1773. 


DEAR SIR, 


ATELY reading CHAucER's Qaracter a 
good Parſon, as publiſhed by DRYDEN, and 
recollecting ſome things in your laſt letter about 
your method of preaching, induced me to tranſ- 
cribe the following Lines, and ſend them to you, 


He bore his great Commiſſion in his look, 
But ſweetly temper*d awe z and ſoſtenꝰd all he ſpoke, 
He preach'd the joys of Heav'n and pains of Hell, 
And warn'd the ſinner with becoming zeal ; { 
But on eternal mercy lov'd to dwell, 
He 
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Be taugbt the goſpel rather than the law: 

And forc'd himſelf to drive; but lov'd to draw. 

For fear but fiightens minds; but love, like heat, 

Exhales the ſoul ſublime, to ſeek her native ſeat, 

To threats, the ſtubhorn finner oft is hard: 

Wrapt in his crimes, againſt the ſtorm prepar'd ; 
But, when the milder beams of mercy play, 

He melts, and throws his cumbrous cloak away. 
Lightnings and thunder, {Heaven's artillery) 

As harbingers before th* Almighty fly: 

Thoſe, but proclaim his ſtile, and diſappear ; 
The tiller ſound ſucceeds; and God is there. 


There is much truth and weight in theſe Lines, 
and my own experience confirms the propriety 
and importance of attending to them. 

J am glad to hear, that you preach to large 
congregations. But it is not eaſy to know what 
good is done by our preaching. If we had not 
ground to hope, that more good is done, than 
appears in general, it would be very diſcouraging. 
But great modeſty, diffidence, or ſome other prin- 
ciple, prevents. our people from letting us know, 
how they like our ſermons, and what good they 
get by them. Beſides, we are ſowing ſeed, which 
may ſeem loſt, but may only lie dormant for a 
while, yet may grow and ſpring up and bear 
fruit hereafter, perhaps ſome years hence, per- 
haps not till we are dead. I am glad, you do 
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not perplex yourſelf on this head, as indeed you 
ſhould not; but while you endeavour to do your 
duty faithfully, leave the event to God, Yet, 
as it is very deſirable to know what ſucceſs at- 
tends our labours, every prudent method ſhould 
be taken to know it. This is indeed a very 
nice point. One cannot make a direct enquiry, 
whether our ſervices are uſeful or even acceptable, 
without appearing vain, and to court applauſe. 
Yet it is proper to introduce in your viſits, ſome 
converſation upon the ſubject of your laſt ſermon, 
and to remind the people of it. This may be 
done without: any breach of modeſty, and may 
lead them to open their hearts freely on the 
ſubject; and thus we may judge, how far they 
underſtood and reliſhed what was faid, and whether 
they were the better for it. And by this means, 
we may preach over the ſame truths to particu- 
lar perſons or families in private, perhaps with 
more force and ſucceſs than in the pulpit. Among 
the poor and plain people, you may be quite 
tree and open on this head, and may aſk them 
whether they underſtood ſuch and ſuch a ſubject. 
They will not ſuſpect you of vanity, or any 
low ends; tho' probably ſome of the higher 
ranks might, among whom vanity is ſo prevalent. 
Here wiſdom is profitable to direct, and a perſon 


may 


a 
* 
95 
1 
g 
* 


1 
* 
: 
'S 
: 
| 
3; 
9 


r > Wo 
__ « * 


Ct — 


2 


— 5. eee 


2 2 fe 


| 
4 
; 


S 


SS 2 


„„  — — 
ew energy OY OO IG". 


- we — 
— ” ” 
- — — 2 
— W — 
— 
— 
— - 


„ 4 * 
- — — 


— 
— 
„ 


— 


—— — 
_ 


— ä—— — -— wv 
—_— — » — 
—ͤ—ꝗE4—ä—ꝓ — —— — 


—— — — —— 


— — 
— — — 


= — 
—— — — > 
* ä ̃ — ey 9 : 


IL a = 
is — — — —— — — 


— = 4 - 
— ——GWꝛ—.— — 


n —_— _—_—— 0 
— oO 


forted by Rom, xi. 2. 4. 
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may in ſome meaſure judge by them of the tem- 
pers and characters of thoſe about him. 

I was glad to hear of Dr. Sroxhousz's ſafe 
arrival at Teeſon, after ſo perilous a journey, I 
almoſt envy him the company of Mrs. B. and 
her agreeable Family. Has he told you that he 
held a conventicle at her houſe on the Sunday 
evening? This was in character—being © inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon.” I am often com- 
God hath many Hid- 
den ones, even among the great as well as the 
ſmall. | 

The Book of Devotions, which you ſaw at my 
Houſe, was publiſhed by WILLIAM AUSTIN, E8Q, 
of Lincoln's Inn, who was a Papiſt in CHARLES 
THE FiksT's time. You will ſee his name 
and a letter to him, in HowsLL's Familiar 
Leiters, and ſome account of him in GRanGiR's 
Biographical Hiſtory. It was reformed and purged 
from the popiſh tenets by Dr. Hicks, and after- 
wards, by Mr. DokxrinGToON ; and great uſe hath 
been made of it by many other devotional writers. 
It contains ſuch noble and ſublime ſtrains of 
Devotion, as, I think, are not to be met with 
any where but in the Bible. So devout may a 
Papiſt be. He wrote ſome other pieces, and died 
about the year 1638, 
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Reading 
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Reading lately in one of my old favourite 
Books, (BoLTon,) I found in it this Remark: 
That St. Paul, addreſſing himſelf to the Churches, 
wiſhes them, grace and peace from God and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: but to TrmoTHy, and 
Tirus, who were young divines, he wiſhes them, 
grace, Mercy, and peace; intimating how much 
they of all inen, ſtood in need of divine Mercy, 


on account of the very important office they 


ſuſtained, and the duties incumbent on Miniſters, 
It is a very uſeful hint, and deſerves ſerious 
confideration, I am always glad to hear from you, 
and am, 


Your affectionate Servant, 
Jog OrToON, 


LETT ES 2k 


Aug. 24, 1773. 
DAR SIR, | 


was very glad to hear of your ſafe arrival 

at Cheverel, and of the agreeable cireumſtan- 
ces which attended your return to it. — The 
kindneſs of providence in ' preſerving us in our 
Journeys, and guarding us in our going-out and 
coming-in, demands a very ſerious and grateful 
acknowledgment, 
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acknowledgment, and lays us under freſh obliga- 
tions to be active in the ſervice of the bountiful 
and gracious preſerver of men. I need not in- 
form you, that there is a wide difference between 
the formal acknowledgment of the divine care, 
which is often found even in the worſt of men, 
and that lively gratitude, and quick ſenſe of ob- 
ligation, which J fear is not often found in the 
hearts of good men. We are too prone to forget 


common mercies. It is therefore deſirable, after 


a long and various journey, ſeriouſly to recollect 
the ſeveral ſtages, circumſtances, and occurrences 
of it, that we may be particular in our thankſ- 
givings, and more active and zealous in ſerving 
our gracious protector. — When I was in my 
better days, I uſed to ſpend about one month 
in a year in viſiting my relations in JParwick- 
ſhire, and Northamptonſhire, being ſeldom from 
home at any other time, The Sunday after my 
return, I generally preached upon ſome ſubjeR, 
that led me to take notice of the circumſtances 
through which I had paſſed, and I found theſe 
diſcourſes were peculiarly agreeable to my people, 
and were perhaps as uſeful as any I preached, 
As a ſpecimen, I recollec having preached on 
thoſe occaſions from theſe Texts, Pſalm xxxv. 10, 
(former part) Plalm xxxvii. 27. XCl. 11. cxvi. . 

Proverbs 
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Proverbs xxvii. 8, againſt unneceſſary journies and 
viſits *. Ifaiah xliii;,2, Daniel v. 23. Acts v. 20. 
XXVi. 22. xxxvili. 15. (latter part.) Romans i. t. 
XV. 29. xv. 32. 2 Cor. vii. 3. Xil. 21. Phil. i. 22, 
i; Theſs. iti. 8. 3 Epiſt. of John iv. 4. Ibid, 6. You 
will excuſe my mentioning theſe Texts, as you 
may perhaps, think it worth your while, if Pro- 
vidence; ſpare your life, to handle ſome of them 

on ſuch occaſions. 2 
I preſume, that after you have conſidered the 
mercies of your late Journey, you have been 
carefully reviewing the expences of it. And unleſs 
you have been more frugal than I uſed to be, 
have found the expence hath been great; and 
ſome articles have been incurred, which ought 
to have been avoided. Excuſe me, my dear Sir, 
if I ſhould have any fears about you, leſt you 
ſhould contract an habit of not calculating, or 
forgetting, what it will coſt you, to gratify the 
feelings of good- nature, to indulge your fancy, 
or to pleaſe your relations and friends. And let 
me beſeech you, to labour this point with all 
your might, to keep exact accounts of all your 
expences, eſpecially to mark all ſuperfluous and 
unneceſſary articles, and to keep a ſtrict guard 
. 3 upon 


* This Sermon is printed in his two Volumes of Diſcourſes / 
n Practical Subjects. See Vol. II. Diſ. 2. Price Six Shillings, 
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Is upon your conduct and inclination. It will re. 
1 quire no little reſolution and ſelf-denial to do 
ff this, and to act as ſuch a calculation and re- 
(a collection will ſuggeſt to you that you ſhould 
| fl have acted. I have'known- inſtances among your 
3 | Clergy and ours, of thoſe, who have, by thought- 
| leſsneſs and want of keeping /accounts, expoſed 
N themſelves, their profeſſion and function, to con- 
„ tempt, and thereby greatly leſſened their eſteem 
„ and uſefulneſs. Shall I mention to you a recent 
. inſtance of this kind, which preſented itſelf to 
me but the laſt week? Our good friend Mr. R. 
{nd came here to repreſent the caſe: of a diſſenting 
i miniſter of his acquaintance, *who hath always 
„ been an eaſy tempered, thoughtleſs man, who had 
i i not courage and ſelf-denial enough to ſay, « NO, 
if it I cannot afford it,” when he ſhould, and might 
bs. juſtly and honourably, have ſaid it. He hath a 
th. pi wife, many ſmall children, and is ſo deeply in 


1 . debt, though he hath a pretty good ſalary, that 
| 9 unleſs his friends can help him, he muſt go to 
gaol, loſe his place, ſalary and uſefulneſs, and his 
wife and children come to the pariſn. I hope Mr. 
|: R= will get him money 'ſufficient to ſet him 
| free from his preſent difficulties. But, I fear, 
though he promiſes very fair, that he is one of 
that fort, of whom SoLoMoN ſays, IF thou help him, 

thou 
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thou muſt do it yet again, Prov. xix. 19. There 
needs no application of this melancholy ſtory, but 
the old adage, © Happy is he, whom other men's 
harms do make to beware.“ I know you will ex- 
cuſe theſe hints from a friend, who intereſts him- 
ſelf ſincerely and tenderly in all that concerns you, 
and would not have- your good to be evil ſpoken 
of, or your uſefulneſs any way leſſened. I hope, 
therefore, you will particularly attend to that 
part of the good man's character, that he guides 
his affairs with diſcretion, Pſalm exii. 5. and gives 
no occaſion # the adverſary to Jpeak reproachfully. 
1 Tim. v. 14 *. 

One of my young friends, who hath been at 
Oxford, at the inſtallation of Lord Nox rR, as 
chancellor of that univerſity, ſpent a day or 

FE a two 


* The firſt virtue which appears to me of importance 
(fays Mr PaLzyY) is frugality, If there be a ſituation in the 
world in which profuſion is without excuſe, it is that of a 
young clergyman who has little beſide his profeſſion to de- 
pend upon for his ſupport. It is folly — it is ruin — Folly, 


tor whether it aim at luxury, or ſhow, it muſt fall miſera- 


bly ſhort of its deſign. In theſe competitions we are out- 


done by every rival. The proviſion which clergymen meet 


with upon their entrance into the church is adequate in moſt 
caſes to the wants and decencies of their ſituation, but to 
nothing more—To pretend to more, is to ſet up our poverty 
not only as the ſubject of conſtant obſervation, but as a laugh- 
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two with me laſt week, and ſhewed me a very 
great curioſity. It is a circular letter addreſſed 
to the Clergy by one Dr. TRUSLER, who lives 


in 
e ing-ſtock to every obſerver, Profufion is ruin: for it ends, 
„ and ſoon to, in debt, in injuſtice, and inſolvency, You well 


know how meanly, in the country more eſpecially, every 


„ man is thought of Who cannot pay his credit; in what terms 
1 he is ſpoken of — in what light he is viewed, what a de- 
| het duction this is from his good qualities, what an aggravation 
| of his bad ones — what inſults he is expoſed to from his 
. creditors, what contempt from all. Nor is this judgment 
% far amiſs. Let him not ſpeak of honeſty, who is daily prac- 
| tiſing deceit; for every man who is not paid is deceived 
11380 Let him not talk of liberality, who puts it out of his power 
AY bh to perform one act of it, — Let him not boaſt of ſpirit, of 
148 5 honour, of independence, who fears the face of his creditors, 
1 39 | and who meets a creditor in every ſtreet. There is no meanneſs 
1 in frugality: the meanneſs is in thoſe ſhifts and expedients, 
} 10 | to which extravagance is ſure to bring men. Proſuſion is a 
Þ 5 ; very equivocal proof of generoſity, The proper diſtinction is 
the. not between him who ſpends and him who ſaves; for they 
. may be equally ſelfiſh; but between him who ſpends upon 
| A. and him who ſpends upon per When 1 g 
; 1 5 iſ frugality, it is not to praiſe that minute parſimony which 
17 50k ſerves for little but to vex ourſelves and teize thoſe about 
WAY us; but to perſuade you to economy upon 4 plan, and that 
„ plan deliberately adjuſted to your circumſtances and expect- 
1 ations, Set out with it, and it is eaſy; to retrieve, out of 
= j bl a ſmall income, is not impoſſible, Frugality in this ſenſe, 
hi. 10 we preach not only as an article of prudence, but as a leſſon 
. 10 of virtue. Of this frugality it has been truly ſaid, that it 
1 | is the parent of liberty, of independence, of generolity. 
3 Acice addreſſed ft the Tu Clergy« 
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in London; containing propoſals to furniſh them 
with Sermons from our beſt divines, and ſome 
never publiſhed nor preached, at one ſhilling for 
each ſermon, engraven on copper plates, that 
they may look like. a manuſcript, and that perſons, 
who can ſee the preacher's notes from the gallery, 
may ſuppoſe them. to be his own hand-writing. 
This is a new and fine contrivance, and what 
a clergyman (who wants no ſuch helps) proper] 
calls, An help for the lame and the lazy “. } 
Since I began this letter, a friend, who hath. 
been at Hagley ſome days, informs me, that he 
thinks Lord LyTTELTON can live but a very 
ſhort time. I do not find that he hath any ap- 
parent bad diſorder, but is ſinking under the 
F 3 weight 


—— 


— 


* But hark — the Doctor's voice 

He hails the clergy ; and defying ſhame, 
Announces to the world his own and theirs, 

He grinds divinity of other days | 1 
Down into modern uſe; transforms old print 

To zig-zag manuſcript, and cheats the eyes 

Of gall'ry critics by a thouſand arts.— 

Are there who purchaſe of the Doctor's ware 

Oh name it not in Gath ! —it cannot be, 

That grave and learned Clerks ſhould need ſuch aid. 
He doubtleſs is in ſport, and does but droll, 
Aſſuming thus a rank unknown before, 
Crand caterer and dry-nurſe of the Church, 


Cowrxn's Taſk, firſt publiſhed in 1785. 
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* weight of domeſtic ſorrows. So little can his 
Et — wealth, honour, title, palace, park, literary repu- 
„ tation, and high character throughout Europe ſup- 
. port him under his afflictions. What a melan- 
[ob choly proof of the truth of SoLOMox's obſerva- 
75 : tion, that all is vanity * | 
1 I have lately ſent a ſraall Track to the veil 
„ containing Three Diſcourſes on Chriſtian Zeal, 
which I ſhall beg your acceptance of as ſoon as 
they are publiſhed. I ſhall be thankful if pro- 
ap vidence makes me an inſtrument of doing good 
11 in this way, while I am diſabled from appearing 


. in the pulpit. I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in all 
TE your pious and benevolent attempts to do good, 


and am, 

Dear Sir, 
1 | Your affectionate friend and humble ſervant, 
11 | | Jos Ox rox. 


The Lady's verſes upon Dr. S*, are pretty. 
But he will not plume himſelf upon them. Al- 
lowance muſt be made for the poetica licentia. 
The compliments of our friends do us no harm, 
but good, when we improve them by vigorous 
i endeavours to be what they fuggeſt we already 
3 | 
i LETTER 
„ His Lordſhip died the next day. 
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LETTER XL 


8 „ Nov. 5, 1773. 
DEAR SIR, 


AM very glad to hear that you are come to 


a reſolution to have nothing further to do 


with Mr, * * * in the way of correſpondence 
or intimacy. And I hope you will extend your 
reſolution to all men of that fort, be they ever 
ſo pious and zealous. My reaſon for this advice. 
is plain, —You- are not likely to do Mr, ** * # 
any good, There is no mending wrong-heads, 
eſpecially when they are influenced by what they 
think a zeal for God, and imagine that their 
good intentions will juſtify, and even ſanctify, all 
their imprudence and irregularities. You neyer 
can make him ſee that he is acting wrong and 
imprudently. You may confute ſuch men, but 
you can never convince them. Another ſubſtan- 
tial reaſon, why you ſhould decline all correſ- 
pondence with him is, that you will be likely 
to be a ſufferer by him. Not that I ſuppoſe he 
will corrupt you, or lead you into any of his 
irregularities; but theſe ſort of divines will ne- 
ver be eaſy, except thoſe, who they think are 


them, If you join in them, you hurt your own 
credit 
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credit and uſefulneſs, and the peace of your own 
mind; and your name and example will be con- 
fidered and quoted as a ſanction for all their 
irregularities. If you do ret join in them, they 
will cenſure and miſrepreſent you, yea, and treat 
you worſe than they would a mere formaliſt. 1 
have ſeen many inſtances, and felt ſome of the 
effects of this kind of zeal, though 'it- no way 
hurt me, Several preachers of this ſtamp, with 
whom I had not the leaſt acquaintance, and ne- 
ver ſaw till I came to this town, uſed to call 
upon me, ſuppoſing me, I imagine, according to 
their ideas, to be ſound in the faith, and a well. 
wither to their defigns. But when they found 
I would not run all their lengths, and diſcou- 
raged their proceedings, (eſpecially their raſh and 
uncharitable way of ſpeaking and' judging of 
others, particularly their cenſures of all the Cler- 
gy, who were not Calvinifts, however pious, wor- 
thy and uſeful) they began to think evil of me, 
and now to my great ſatisfaction, I ſee none of 
them. I ſhall not forget the advice which a vene- 
rable old man of Northampton, with his point-collar- | 
band, once gave me concerning ſuch perſons, © Nei- 
ther bleſs them at all, nor curſe them at all *.“ 
| i „ 5-06 
2 * If ſuch preachers do good, I man rejoice, and ſay of 
mem as Mr. Päirir HZXRT did of LAuzERT's ſoldiers, 
Lord, own them, if they truly own thee,” 


Let. 11. 


Let, 11. Letters ta a Young Glergyman. 57 


Mr. ** *, the rector of *, is undoubt- 
edly a man of good ſenſe and abilities, but he ap- 
pears to me to think theſe things have nothing to 
do with religion. I once ſaw one of his ſermons, 
in which were ſome good and ſtriking remarks, 
but little or no judgment. The ſubject of it 
was, concerning the Influences of the Holy Spirit; 
but he quoted a variety of texts at random, 
moſt of them only applicable to the Apoftles, as a 
ſlight attention to the context would have ſnewn 
him, but he applied them without diſtingtion to 
all true chriſtians, and from thence, he drew 


many abſurd conſequences, and injudicious hearers 


might have drawn a great many more. 
[ cannot think Mr, * * * at all juſtified in 


his excurſion to B ®, becauſe he thinks the 


proper Miniſter of that pariſh is negligent in the 
diſcharge of his duty. If that were a reaſon for 
tranſgreſſing all rule and order, it would hold 


good in ſo many cafes, as would produce uni- 


verſal confuſion and diſorder. Auother elergyman 
may think it his duty to go into neighbouring 
pariſhes to preach againſt the Methodiſtr, or thoſe 
that are ſo called. Another might go and preach 
againſt the Athanaſian Creed, or ſome other parts 
and paflages of the Liturgy, as ſeveral of them 
have lately and warmly written againſt them. 

And 
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And what diſturbance, uneaſineſs and miſchief 
would be the conſequence of ſuch a conduct. 
If it is vindicable in Mr, * **s. cafe, it is 
vindicable in others, and all pariſh-order and 
regularity would be at an end. Even St. Pauy 
himſelf, with all his apoſtolic authority and en- 
dowments, would not go into another man's line. 
See 2 Cor. x. 12, to the end of the chapter. 
Where you may ſee, what St. PauL was, and 


- what Mr. * * * and every wiſe Clergyman 


ought to be. God is the God of order, and 
not of confuſion in all the Churches of the 
ſaints: and it is our rule to do all things decently 
and in order. 

My Book of Sermon-Plans, which you defire 
an account of, was kept without much order. 
Having procured a proper book for the purpoſe, 
I divided each page of it into two columns. When 
any Text of - Scripture ſtruck me, which J thought 
it neceſſary to preach. upon, I wrote it at the 
top of the page, between two red lines, and 
left the whole of that column, to add a di- 
viſion, - thoughts, texts, anecdotes, &c, that oc- 
curred in thinking of it, and in the courſe: of 
my reading. And then, when I was at a' loſs 
for a Text, I had recourſe to this book, In 
reading practical writers, eſpecially Mr. HENRY's 

Commentary; 
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Commentary, I found many texts, and plans 
upon them, which I inſerted there; and J added 
ö a reference to the authors, if the books were 
| my own, where I might find ſome illuſtration 
of them: if the book belonged to ſome other perſon, 
I then tranſcribed the hints into the Book of 
Plans, | 
; I was much concerned to hear of the death 
| of Mr. Love*, Dr. STonnovust's Curate at 
1 Briflol; which is a great and irreparable loſs to 
1 the Doctor and to the Church, as he was an ad- 
> mirable preacher. Conſidering . his truly ſerious, 
ö and at the ſame time his rational and catholic 
diſpoſition, his removal, eſpecially in the morn- 
: ing of his days, is very much to be regretted, 
. The Doctor is deeply affected with the event +, 


„ What a different figure will ſuch a man make 
n in the other world to thoſe Clergymen, who may 
t fill 
e E 
1 * Mr, Lovz was a Fellow.of Balio! College, Oxford, Maſter 
of Arts, and one of the Minor Canons of Brifte/ Cathedral. 
7 He was curate to Dr. SToNmovst for ſome years, when he 
- was Lecturer of All Saints in Briftel, and died October 18, 1773. 
3 Doctor S rox OSE made a collection from a few friends, 
: and erected a very elegant Monument to his Memory, in the 
| Cathedral at Briſtol, and prevailed with Miſs Hannan Mozz 
$ 


to write the following epitaph. 
When 
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fill up ſome of the higher offices of the Church; 
who, perhaps with much learned lumber in their 
heads, negle& their duty, devote themſelves to 
luxury and diſſipation, and take pains to leſſen 
the. credit, influence and uſefulneſs of thofe, Who 
make it the labour and end of their lives to 
ſave themſelves and thoſe that hear them. 

I deſire to bleſs God, that my ſpirits have 
been tolerably good for ſome weeks paſt, thou 2h 
not without ſome deprefling intervals. I am ſeldom 


— free from pain, but I wed be thankful that it 


is not violent. May God enable you to improve 
health and vigour while. it continues, that you 
may have comfortable reflections and agreeable 


proſpects, 


_ 


When wwertbl:ſs grandeur fills th* embelliſti'd Urn, 
No poignant grief attends the ſable Bier; 5 | 
But when diſtinguiſÞ'd Excellence we mourn, 
Deep is the Sorrow, genuine the Tear, 


Stranger! ſhould'f thou approach this awful Shrine, 
The merit of the honour'd Dead to ſeek, 
' The Friend, the Son, the Chriſtian, the Divine, 
Let thoſe, who knew Him, thoſe, who lov'd Him, ſpeak, 


Oh! let them in ſome Pauſe of Anguiſn ſay 
What Zeal inſpir d, what Faith enlarg'd his Breaſt ; 
How ſoon th' unfetter'd Spirit wing'd it's Way 
From Earth to Heaven, from bleſſing to be bleſt. 
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proſpects, when the days of darkneſs come upon 
you, which may be many, Continue your good 
wiſhes and prayers for, Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, and faithful ſervant, 
Jos OR ro. 


LETTER 


Dec. 28, 1773. 
DEAR SIR, | 


I! gives me pleaſure to find that Dr. S rox- 
nouse's Prayers *, and his little Tra on the 
Sacrament +, meet with ſuch encouragement, and I 
hope they will do much good, I wiſh by your 
publick and private addreſſes, you may be able 
to lead your pariſhioners and neighbours to the 
daily ſerious uſe of the Prayers. And as the 
Dr, hath ſent ſome of them for you to diſtribute 
to every houſe in his pariſh, it will afford you 
a favourable opportunity, when you give them the 
GIF. books, 

Prayers for the uſe of private Perſons, Families, Child- 


ren, and Servants, The twelfth edition, price Four-pence. 


This book is in the Society's Catalogue for promoting Chriſ- 
tian Knowledge, 


TA Short Explanation of the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper. The eighth edition, price Three-pence. 
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books, of talking ſeriouſly and cloſely to them 
on the ſubjet; and in your future viſits of re. 
newing the diſcourſe, by enquiring what uſe they 
have made of them. But there is danger of 
their reſting m the mere Form, the opus operatum, 
juſt in reading the prayers, without due ſeriouſ- 
neſs and ſolemnity, and taking pains to impreſs 
the ſentiments, and excite the deſires they contain, 
in the heart. I fear, we all fail in this reſpect, 
and whether we pray with, or without, a book, 
we do not feel the good ſentiments we utter, 
nor warmly deſire the bleſſings we aſk, * At 
leaſt I find it ſo with myſelf, and fear it is ſo 
with others, elſe 1 think their prayers would have 
a vifbly better effect on their tempers and lives, 
as all fincere prayers are certainly adapted to 
have, as well as to engage divine afliſtance, 
I hope you will find the good effect of your 
addrefles to your people on this ſubject. Tt 
affords me great pleaſure to hear of the intereſt 
you have in their eſteem and affection. No good 
can be done by a Miniſter, till that point 1s in 
„and then, he may hope 


ko 

* Conſider well each petition as you offer it up; and if 
you have not been fufficiently attentive to it, repeat it again 
and again till ycur heart accompanies the word, See Dr. 


87 nne Every Man's Aſſiſtant, page 181. Second edi- 
tion, price 2 Shillings. 
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to draw them with the cords of love, Hof. xi. 

4. It is not to be expected in the nature of 

things, that men ſhould become quite good all 

at once, Various methods muſt be tried, and 

long patience exerciſed ; eſpecially with thoſe who 

are groſsly ignorant, or have indulged themſelves 

in long habits of fin, negligence, or formality. 

You ſce how your Farmers manage the ground, 

which they till ; what various methods they take, 

ſuited to the different ſoils — what repeated trials 

—how long they wait. This will both inſtruct 

and encourage you in your ſpiritual huſbandry. 

And you need not be informed, who gives both 

the common and ſpiritual farmer the increaſe. 

But after all, there is very little hope of do- 

ing any good upon old finners, eſpecially for- 

maliſts k. You will therefore bend your prin- 

cipal attention to the ring generation, where you 

will find the heart more impreſſible. Be prudent- 

ly familiar with them; Give them a ſhort hint 
whenever you ſee them in an eaſy, pleaſant path, 

without the formality of a ſolemn addreſs, I know 

by experience, that ſuch hints will often abide and 

| do good, while a direct, long, though ſeriaus ad- 
f dreſs, will not be regarded. You will be more 
ikely to be uſeful to them, as being young your- 
G 2 ſelf. 


fer. xiii. 23. 
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ſelf. For young people are ready to ſuppoſe, that 
aged miniſters warn and caution them agæainſt 
many indulgencies and follies, becauſe they are 
grown paſt a capacity of reliſhing them them. 
ſelves. This makes it very deſirable that youne 
divines ſhould take particular pains with youth, 
It will require ſome care and prudence to keep 
up the dignity of your ſtation and character a- 
midſt ſuch methods of addreſſing to youth. But 
it requires leſs in your ſituation, than if you 
had young gentlemen and ladies to deal with, 
You will never forget the exhortation, & Feed 
my lambs.” John xxi. 15. 

I am obliged to you for your Extract from 
the Preface to ORrRr's Sermons *. It ſhews an 


excellent 


* The paſſage referred to above is as follows, — “ As the 
Author hath now got into a period of life, and ſtate of health 
which will not permit of his being much more uſeful, nor 
probably of his continuing much longer in the preſent ſcene; 
he thanketh God, that under increaſing infirmities of body, 
and an apprehenfion of his approaching diſſolution, he poſ- 
ſeſſeth his ſoul in patience and ſerenity and hath the moſt fin- 
cere conſolation and joy, from a reflection on his having labour- 
ed for by far the greater part of his life, with at leaſt an honeſt 
zeal and aſſiduity, in the ſervice of religion. He cannot, in- 
deed, flatter himſelf with the thoughts of having been aQtually 
the author of much good, by all his pains and diligence 3 but 


of a hearty good-will to the beſt of cauſes, and of well-meant 
endeavours 
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t excellent ſpirit, and very much ſuits my own 
ſt caſe, Whether I have been the inſtrument of 
e much good I know not, I have not ſeen thoſe 
j- good effects of my miniſtry, which ſome miniſ- 'Y 
4 ters have had, at leaſt in the converſion of ſin- 3 
WW nos. There were few, if any, of my congrega- | l 
P tion, who were profligate and abandoned; and * 
- whoſe converſion, when that happens, is very 1 
t remarkable, and engages much attention. I hope F 
U many aged perſons have been edified by my ſer- 0 
Y vices, and not a few young people trained up | | 
] in ſentiments of wiſdom and piety; Who are 5 
now uſeful in their families and ſtations, and or- 7 
1 naments to religion, Indeed, I lay very little | 
1 ſtreſs upon what ſome divines call Cenuerſions; 
t I have ſeen ſo many inſtances of their coming 
to nothing; or, that their converts have only. 
0 been converted from the ſins of men to the fins of, — 
5 devils, from drunkenneſs and debauchery to ſpiri. 
3 (2:3 tual 


endeayours to have ſerved and promoted it, he is ſully con- 
e us. And upon this foundation, notwithſtanding his defects 
and failings, of which he is very ſenſible, and which are the 
matter of his unſeigned humiliation and mourning,” he pre. 
dn to look vp, with an tumble hope, to the ſupreme 

ucge of his condu@, and arbiter of his fate; waiting for 
ws mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt, unto eternal life. Amen.” 
Preface to the Sermons of the late Rev. Joux Orr, D. D. 
Archdeacon of Ferns, in 2 Vols, Prepared for the prets by 1 
Author. Printed fos Cab ELT, 1772s 
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tual pride, bitterneſs, and uncharitableneſs; and 
this I cannot call a ſaving change. I ſee little 
alteration for the better in the conduct of many, 
who have been ſaid to be converted. I am cau- 
tious of calling any thing by that name, where 
there is not a regular, conſiſtent conduct follow- 
ing it. Haſty impreſſions, which ſome miniſters 
are very ready to obſerve and admire, are often 
loſt in a little time, and thoſe who have been 
under them become worſe than they were be- 
fore. I have no idea of Converſion, as paſſing 
a certain line, and then getting into a ſaving 
ſtate, Converſion is a work of time, and I ſee no 


right we have to ſay any are converted or be- 


come good, till one hath à longer ſeaſon of trial, 
to obſerve, whether they continue ſteadfaſt in the 
practice of righteouſneſs, and act in every circum- 
ſtance and relation, in the main, conſiſtent with 
the demands of the Goſpel, I wiſh you may 

have the pleaſure to ſee many ſuch Converts, 
I thank you likewiſe for your hint about Mr. 
TromMas, in the account given of him by Ca- 
LAMY. I have read it often, and tranſcribed 
ſome paſſages from it into the blank leaf of the 
Bible, which always lies upon my deſk, particu- 
larly the following. © Si non concedatur ut præ- 
« co ſim publicus, ſim tamen operarius : quod 
« publice non poſſum, faciam, [ut licet, valet] pri- 
« yatim 


: 
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« yatim. Qued non poſſum prædicando, preſtem 
« ſeribendo. Auxiliare, Domine, ſervum ſenilem.“ 
Mr. Tous was an excellent man, yet Mr. 
NELSON in his life of Biſhop BuLt, who ſpent 
ſome time in THouAs's family, infinuates that the 
Biſhop had no advantage there. Such was that 
good man's bigotry. 

If you have not gotten the Abridgment of 
BaxTER'S Saints Reft, by Mr. FAwcerrT, of this 
Town, pray get it; as I think it a very good prac- 
tical book and may be uſeful to lend to your pa- 
riſhioners. I reviſed the manuſcript, compared it 
with the original, added, altered, and left out, and 
have the vanity to think, I improved it ; though 
I wiſh now I had made more alterations in the 
phraſeology,—BaxTER (notwithſtanding what you 
may have heard to the contrary) was fo far from 
being a Republican, that he refuſed the engage- 
ment; oppoſed CRoMweLL's meaſures and his 
party, and told him to his face, that They 
(meaning the ſoberer preſbyterians) eſteemed their 
kingly government a blefling, and knew not 
what they had done to forfeit it.” To which 
CROMWELL anſwered, © God had changed it, as 
he pleaſed,” 

1 know how to pity you in your dull ſitua- 
tion; as mine is altogether, or nearly, as dull 

a9. 
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as your own, eſpecially this winter ſeaſon. I am 
moſtly confined to the houſe, have very little 
company, and on ſome bad days, hardly fee th 
human face divine, But I can take pleaſure in 
my good books. I converſe moſtly with the 
dead, and that is the fitteſt converſe for one, who 
is in a manner buried alive, and is literally near 
the grave. 1 wiſh to gain ſpiritual good by this 
converſe, and to grow more “ meet for an in- 
& heritance among the ſaints in light.” I ſhould 
vaſtly prefer Chevere!/ to the buſtle, hurries, luxu- 
ry, and diſſipation of the city you have been 
lately viſiting, An aged miniſter who uſed to 
go from his country obſcurity, once a year, to 
viſit ſome relations in Lendon, would never ſtay 
above two of three days with them, and when 
ſolicited to prolong his viſit, uſed to ſay, © No, 
— Il go to my country- retirement; for you are 
all mad — mad upon the world and pleaſure.” 
I am much obliged by your devout remem- 
brance of me, and beg the continuance of it, 
My fpirits are ſo weak and broken, that my beſt 
duties are extremely languid and defeCtive, I re- 
roice in the merciful Advocate, whom the Father 
heareth always, 
I Lam, dear Sir, your affectionate and faithful 
friend, and humble ſervant, 
Jos ORTox. 
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LET TE R — 


April 24, 1774. 

DEAR SIR, 
* AVE long been ſo very weak and low, 

that I have had neither ſtrength nor ſpirits to 
write any thing, but what was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. I bleſs God I am at preſent a little 
recruited, My fpirits have been better, but my 
ſtrength is ſtill very ſmall, and I am fearful of 
applying to any buſineſs, or even fitting down to 
write, leſt it ſhould throw me back again into 
weakneſs and nervous complaints. However I 
muſt venture to ſend you a few lines; the con- 
fulion and interruption with which they are writ- 
ten may not make them leſs acceptable to you, 
My ſpirits have been greatly depreſſed, and a con- 
ſtant, painful ſenſation in every nerve and fibre 
bath waſted my fleſh, and filled my mind with 
ſenſations exquiſitely more painful than thoſe of 
the body, I thank God, I have this laſt week 
been more comfortable, have got ſome refreſhing 
ſleep, and am more eaſy and cheerful, though 
| ſtill find myſelf very weak, and unfit for any 
active ſervice, much leſs for any thing like ſtudy, 
| defire to be ſome way or other ſerving and glo- 
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riffing God, but how this can be done in 
ſuch circumſtances as mine, at leaſt by me, it 
is not eaſy to ſay, But Providence hath wiſe 
and gracious ends to anſwer by our afflictions, 
even thoſe which incapacitate us for thoſe ſervi. 
ces, to which we are ſtrongly inclined, and for 
which we have ſome proper qualifications, We 
are often, and indeed, almoſt always, at a loſs, 
when we fet ourſelves to judge of the reaſons of 
the divine conduct. Our duty is ſubmiſſion &: 
but that is not eafy to be practiſed, nor can it 
be maintained as it ought to be, without a ſup- 
ply of the fparit of Jeſus Chrift, which I with 
may be more abundantly ſhed abroad into our 
hearts. You need it very much in your minif- 
terial capacity; and conlidering that ftation in 
which Providence hath fixed you, to quicken you 
to the duties of it, and to reconcile you to 
its inconveniences and diſagreeable circumſtances ; 

which 


* I wiſh to be content as a patient, waiting ſervant, St. 
Pavt ſtyles himſelf, a ſervant, a miniſter, and an apoſtle of 
Chriſt, while in priſon, —I have lately been comforted with 
this paſſage from an old writer. „ One act of ſilent ſubmiſ- 
ſion, and a quiet application to thoſe duties, which are im- 
mediately neceſſary, though neither eaſy nor honourable, is of 
much more value than a long train of activity and zeal in 4 


publick and viſible ſphere of action, ſweetened by reputation 
and applauſe,” Nov. 29, 1781. 
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which I ſhould think would be eaſily borne by 
a good man, who hath health and ſpirits, and 
firms a juſt eſtimate of the worth of ſouls, the 
oreat buſineſs of life, and the duties of 'the mi- 

niſterial office. is 
have juſt been reading a volume of ſermons 
written by a Dr. HopKTNs, formerly a Preben- 
dary of Morcgſter, publiſhed by the famous Dr, 
Hicks, In ſome account of his life prefixed to 
it, he obſerves, © That he went every Saturday 
« fourteen long dirty miles from Forcefler to a 
© ſmal! eountry- pariſn, believing that Chriſt paid 
« the ſame, price for the poor as the rich, the 
« cottager and the courtier, and that a faithful 
« paſtor, who truly endeavoured 'to fave the ſoul 
« of the meaneſt ploughman would have as great 
« reward from his Maſter, as he that laboured 
to convert the greateſt emperor in the world.“ 
He would fay, © That a prieſt was not to value 
* his pariſh for the revenue or the quality of 
„the people in it, but purely as a cure of ſouls, 
as a vineyard, in which he was God's huſ- 
* bandman : that as large and as acceptable a 
* return of his labours might be made from a 
* country-cure, as from a pariſh in a royal city, 
* and that a good ſermon, by God's bleſſing, 
would be the power of God to falvation in a 
« church 
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* church, where there was not a ſword or 3 
diamond to be ſeen, as where coaches crowded. 
© about the church door.“ 

I wiſh * *#*#**”; inſertions in the new. 
papers from my Letters may be of ſervice to their 
readers, We do not know what good we do, 
A young phyſician of conſiderable reputation and 
fortune (Dr. Bos rock) died lately at Liverpool 
of a violent fever. A little before his death, he 
told the miniſter who attended him, and who is 
a friend of mine, that he had received great and 
laſting benefit in his religious intereſts, by read. 
ing ſome letters of mine, to my nephew, when 
they were fellow-pupils together at the academy, 
I had no idea, that he or any one elſe had ſeen 
ſuch letters, But I am thankful he did, fince 


they were attended with ſuch an happy effect. 


I am truly concerned, that you have under 
your paſtoral care any flagrantly diſobedient to the 
laws of Chriſt, But what miniſter hath not ſuch 
under his care? There was a traitor in Chriſt's 


family. Young miniſters are apt to ſet out with 


expectations raiſed too high, and expect more en- 
couragement and ſucceſs than they are ever likely 
to find. © Old Adam will be too hard for young 


M NOTION,” as that venerable reformer com- 
plained, 


: 
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plained, after he had been ſome time a preacher, and 
had great expectation from his zealous miniſtry. 

1 hope you will have ſome very comfortable 
' and improving weeks with the Doctor and his 
family, during his reſidence at Cheverel, which 


you muſt ſet againſt many uncomfortable and drea- 
ry ones in the winter. 1 wiſh the Doctor would 


ride on horſe- back every dry day, as I do. Ne- 
cipe caballam, is his beſt preſcription. Surely he 
might meet with ſome gentle, eaſy, horſe, no 
matter how, ill-ſhaped and ugly, that might carry 
him ſafely about the fields of Cheverel. I remem- 
ber an, aged, gouty miniſter, who could not walk; 


and having a large garden, he uſed to ride. often 


round it in a day upon an old ſteady horſe, who 


uſed to count his rounds for him; and then, 
when he had ;completed them, would ſtop and 
proceed no, further, though the rider tried every 
perſuaſion and pungent argument to- excite. him, 


[ beartily wiſh and pray for his health and con- 


tinual uſefulneſs. | 


Lr your good wiſhes and prayers for 
I want more clearneſs and ſatisfaction as 


to * great concern. My prayers are fo broken, 


and attended with ſo much diſtraction and im- 
pertinence, that they are uncomfortable to myſelf, 


and can hardly be acceptable, even. with all the 


H gracious 
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gracious allowance of the goſpel. But E de not 
love to trouble my friends with my complaints 
any further Fur to delire and: lagoons ___ 1 


titions. n 
| 1 Yours alfetionately, 
eee nmr Jog OR rox. 


Pray prevent your friend Mr. * from buy. 
ing we any of the caſtor-oil he ſpoke” off 8 1 
have met with ſome in this town, and have laid 
in a good ſtock of it. This is ſomething le 
Hognks, with his new frieze-coat- at ninety” fix. 
4 This, ſaid he, will laſt me three years; then I 
will have juſt ſuch another.“ N Nun E* ol no 
Hebbift 1 175 h S - | bs 1 if. 


LETTER e Wen 


Ty +: 22, 17%, 
DEAR Sin, 

I AM very glad to hear, that you are ig 

upon a plan of economy, You will find great 
comfort, and benefit by attending. to it diligent- 
ly and daily, and making the errors of one day 
and week, a check upon the expenees of the 
next. A man muſt deny himſelf many agreea- 
ble circumſtances and indulgencies,, if he woyld 
keep within the compaſs of a maderate income, 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially if he would fave ſomething, as all 


young men, particularly fingle men, ought to do. 
] think no man living ought to ſpend. the whole A 


of. his income, but make ſome proviſion yearly 


for contingent and neceſſary expences. In this 
view, I have found it abſolutely neceſſary to a- 
void taking ſome journies, buying ſame books, 
or particularly.. expenſive clothes, which otherwiſe 
| ſhould have liked. An error on the Saving 
fide is by far the beſt, ” being moſt f for A man's 
(eſpecially a clergyman's) reputation, intereſt, and 
uſefulnels. Beſides, minds formed to a benevo- 
lent turn, and which are ready . to pity, afliſt, 
and relieve the diſtreſſed, will be often, without 
the utmoſt frugality, brought into a very diſa- 
greeable ſituation; either to withhold their chari- 
ty, and thereby hurt their judgment and inclina- 
tion, or to leave ſome debts unpaid beyond the 
proper time, or to ſolicit their income before it 
is due; either of which will be very injurious 
to their credit and character, and | the acceptanee 
and fucceſs of ,their . miniſtry... Conſidering your 
natural diſpoſition, you ought to read WAIEIN- 
So on @conomy, (price four-pence) at leaſt one 
a, quarter, till you have not only imbibed his 
maxims, but brought yourſelf to an habit of 
acting upon them, and never for a ſingle in- 
1 | ſtance, 
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ſtance, or in the value of a penny, ſwerving 
from them. There will be another great advan. 
tage in your caſe attending this. It will habj. 
tuate you to foreſight, a cate to remember and 
conſider, and calculate times and expentes, ef. 
pecially before you go from home. It Will dit. 
poſe and habituate you to get your ſermons ready 
in time; and in ſhort, have a moſt happy in- 
fluence, on your health, fortune, and reputation, 


That remark hath been ſealed” by the ruin of 


thouſands for both worlds, He that deſpiſeib fal 
things, ball fall by little and little, (Eccles. xix. 1.) 
I hope, you will excuſe the freedom with which 
1 write to you upon this ſubject, as your com- 
fort and uſefulneſs lie near my heart. 

1 hall, I believe, read no more of the con- 
troverſy your letter ſpeaks of; as I am tired 
with ſuch idle and endleſs debates; Baxter 


'faid in his old age, I have done with theſe 
debates and ſpeculations. The Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments content me, 


and are my daily meat and drink, and have 


been ſo to many other aged divines and chriſ- 


tians.“ But theſe controverſies are no new things; 


chey are as old as chriſtianity, and were foretold 
in it; and therefore ſhould be no ſtumbling- 
block to any. The things ſo much diſputed 


about 
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about are not and cannot. be fundamentals. Let 
miniſters , dwell . upon the plain things of the 


Goſpel 3 and .preach indiſputable doctrines prac- 


tically, and moral duties evangelically, 


I ſhall. be glad to ſee. Dr. SToNHousE': 8 Hints : 


„ a Curate * 3 and wiſh. they may do. much 


[ bleſs God, I have been in better ſpirits for 


the laſt fortnight; and been able pretty nearly to 


balance accounts with my correſpondents, and to 
do a. little in reviſing ſome ſermons, which 1 
mean to publiſh. But I cannot do much at a 
time. Many hours, and ſome whole days, * am 
quite laid aſide as uſeleſs, and often in great 
pain and weakneſs; But having obtained help 
of God, I continue to this, day z and bleſſed be 
his name, have ſome intervals of eaſe and cheer- 
fulneſs, Which J hope are employed to ſome va- 

H 3 luable 


, This uſeful T reatiſe was faſt publiſhed | in 2774s, when 


the editor of thete' Letters Was the Doctor 8 curate. Second 
eflition, price Yizepence, An eminent dignithry ſpeaks of it 


in the following manner, It is as ſeaſonable and uſeſul a 


thing as any the Poctor exer publiſhed. And though much 


of his plan may be impraQicable in large pariſhes, yet many 


of the hints may be Wel adopted in All places: and the cler- 
in general have /all- Tomerfiing to leutn from it.“ — One 
of our preſent Biſhops gives this to every one, whom he 


ordains, 
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huable purpoſes. But notwithſtanding” all this fa. 
vourable diſcipline, and this mixture of mercies 
and afflictions, which I have experienced for ſo 


many years, I find very little improvement in 


the divine life. I feel much languor and dead- 
neſs at thoſe ſeaſons, and in thoſe eireumſtances, 
when I ought to be moſt ſerious, lively, and 
attentive, and cannot raiſe my groveling heart to 
that ſpirituality and heavenly mindedneſs, which 
is ſo deſirable for one, who is on the borders 
of the grave. My thoughts eling too much to 
earth, empty as it is, and to this body, from 
which I have ſuffered, and am daily ſuffering, 
ſo much pain and uneaſineſs. — I entertain my- 
ſelf in reading my good old books, in Which 
there is a ſavour and a fuitableneſs to my caſe, 


which I find · in few modern ones. I have been 
reading for a fifth or ſtxth time Dr. LuCags 


"Enquiry after Happineſs, and his other pieces, 


which always afford me new pleaſure. I pray 
God to aſſiſt and proſper you in all your un- 
dertakings for his glory, and the edification of 
the church, and beg the continuance of your 


prayers for me that I may be doing forme” lit 


tle good, while I am continued here, and be 


growing more and more meet for a nobler ſphere 
„ of 
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of ſervice;/ When my Maſter calls me hence. I 
am ber glad to hear from you, and am, 
e i Dear Sir, 1 i 
ny AR Runs and faithful friend, 
Wo 43 | and 1 ſervant, 
. JoB OR rox. 


LETTER XV. 


Jan. 14, 1775» 


. SIR, 

T this ſeaſon of the year, it is uſual hr all 
wiſe and prudent people to ſettle their ae- 
counts, to pay their debts, and to leave none 
outſtanding, But'it-is the unhappy caſe-of ſome, 
who bear an © honeſt mind, and are willing to 
be out of debt, not to be able to be: ſo. This 
is at preſent, and is often, my own caſe with 
regard to my epiſtolary correſpondents. Not for 
want of an honeſt mind, or à real affection to 
my friends, but. through inability, I have long 
been a bankrupt in my health and ſtrength and 
ſpirits, and muſt throw myſelf upon the compaſ. 
fion and kindneſs. of my friends to bear with me 
and excuſe me, and I hope they are, and will 
be 
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be willing, to accept of à compoſition, and to 


take a part of what I owe to their friendſhip 


in lieu of the whole. I have no reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that you in particular will de an unmer- 
ciful creditor, and therefore muſt beg your accept- 
ance of a ſmall compoſition for two or three 
very friendly letters, for which I am indebted- to 
you, It is ſo painful and injurious: to me in 
general to write, and there are ſo few interyals, 
in which I can mufter up a little ſtrength and 
a few ſpirits to write to my friends, that IL need 
great candour and indulgence from them. Nor 
is it ſo eaſy on other accounts to me to | write 
as it was formerly: in all reſpects, non ſum gualis 
rram. But 1 hope all my friends are endeavour- 
ing to reſemble our common F ather and friend, 
who accepts according to What a man hath, and 


not according to what he hath not; who con- 


ders our, frame, and makes mee 
105 our ; infirmities. 0 7 

Lam ſorry fer the trouble 0 nexation. part 
8 are likely to have, with your ec- 
centrici fingers. They are in general conceited, 
zjroubleſome fellows; and aye no more religion 
than. an organ or à fiddle. Aud I wiſh, the 
Doctor, when be comes to o ma) be able” 
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to bring them to order. But ſteadineſs and not 
yielding to them, is the only way to humble 
them. 

Tu ne cede malis 60 contra audentior ito. 


I would propoſe in the mein time, that you talk 
calmly and ferioufly to them ſeparately, and en- 
deavour to give them better notions than they 
have, of the nature and deſign of Pfalmody; and 
particularly urge upon their conſeiences a reve- 
rence for the preſence f Ged'; and how affront- 
ing it muſt be to him to have the church turned 
into a theatre, and divine worſhip into à farce. 
I know nothing more * to ſhame and re- 
form them *. 


The teſtimonies you have collected from the 
life of Mr. PRIIIr n the writings of Mr. 


Hows, 

* All perſons (ſays Archbiſhop SECA in his ſecond charge 
to his clergy) who are by, nature qualified, ought to learn, 
and conſtantly join, to glorify Him that made them, in pſalms 
and ſpiritual ſongs, This was the practice of the early chriſ- 
tians: it was reſtored very juſtly at the reformation: and hath 
declined of late, within moſt of our memories, very unhap- 
pily. For the improvements made by a few in church- muſic, 
were they real improvements, will ſeldom equal the harmony 
of a general chorus; in which any leſſer diſſonanees are 
quite loft ; and it is ſomething inexpreſſibly elevating, to hear 
the voice of a great multitude, as the voice of many waters and of 
* thunders, to ſpeak in the words of ſcripture, mating 4 


Joyful noiſe to the God of their ſalvation, and ſinging his praiſes with 
urderſtandirg. 
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82 Letters to a "Young Clergyman. Pet. 25. 
Hows," and thoſe of others, reſpecting the worth 
and piety of the anceſtors of Mr: H#*#**, of 
Boreatton, may be a proper preſent for the young 
gentleman, and will, I hape, be of ſervice to 
him. To which you may add, What is, ſaid of 


the family in Mr. /Toxg's Life: of Mr. Mar- 


THEW HENRY, and in Mr. Henry's funeral- 
ſermons for Dr. BENIOꝗ and Mr. TALLENTs, 
who were miniſters at Shrewſbury, There is a 
Dedication in one of the volumes of Crapock's 
Commentary, which is addreſſed to the four gen- 
tlemen, who married Lord PacEHSs daughters, 
in which are ſeveral curious things; but as I have 
not the volume by me, I cannot furniſh you 
with them The Boreatton family hath been re- 
markable, through many generations, for its ſolid 
worth and ſerious piety. 

1 am glad you faw Lady ** ** at Bath, 


A ſhort interview with her now and then, when 


you can enjoy it, in paſſing, Without appearing 
to force yourſelf upon her notice, may be ſeryiceable 
to you. But you have lived long enough in the 
world already, not to depend upon the "promiſes 
of great people, © Surely, men of high degree 
are a lie * is as true now, as it was. in DaAvip's 

| | time, 
„ Pfalm 183i, 9. | 


time, and the inference he drew, is equally wiſe 
and ſalutary, not to truſt in them, but to make 
the moſt high God our friend and; refuge, who 
will: never -farſake; us. Ican ſee no impropriety 
in your making her a. preſent of my Sermons, ta 
the Aged v. I know nat whether the author's being 
a diſſenter would prejudice her againſt them. But 
this I know aſſuredly, that Sir Thomas 
often treated the author with great civility. and 
reſpedt; when he was in his company, eſpecially 
about thirty years ago, at the time our. County- 
Infirmary was juſt eſtabliſhed. . 

The death of Miss Warten of this Town, 
was a very ſudden and awful event. It was oeca- 
ſioned by a mortification in her bowels, brought on, 
as is ſuppoſed, by eating too many raiſins on 
the preceding day. The family were greatly af- 
fected, but bore the calamity well. It fell peculiarly 
heavy on a young gentleman in Lond, of a moſt 
amiable temper and character, to hom the would | 
have been married in a few months. He came 
down to the funeral, and ſhewed much of the 
ſpirit of a. chriſtjan,, with all the feelings of a 
man, and the tenderneſs of a lover. I wrote to Dr. 
STONBOVUSE' an account of the circumſtances of 
the caſe, addreſſed to his daughter, which I find 
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he inſerted in the Briſtol news paper; vn if 
it doth good it is well s 7 
I can read very little theſe ſhort dark an but: 


I ſometimes entertain -myſelf with ſome of my 


good old authors, ForrEA's Holy State hath 
afforded me much pleaſure,; in which there are 
many trifling things, but ſome lively remarks, and 
abounds with hiſtorical anecdotes, ſome of which 
deſerve remembrance, and may pertinently be in- 
troduced into ſermons, and be very entertaining 
and uſeful. He deals much in puns and gingle, 
but was a man of vaſt reading. He publiſhed 
ſeveral folios, as the Holy State, his Church Hiſfory, 
(a large valuable: e and anoitter en the 

ec tail n ; MOtieten 


4. 80 fpeedily was this lovely hs cut down, in lade ; 
bloom of health 'and cheerfulneſs ; and with the moſt Agreeable 
from their parents FER frichds: And enter upon an awful eternity : 
$0 foon may all their schemes and - views for tbis world be 
blaſted at once! — Thoſe who are unaffected with ſuch; an in. 
ſtructive event as this, or can be ſoon forgetful of it, do great 
injury to their own judgment, and to the good education they 


have had. —*Tis to be hoped this frriking and ſudden removal 


of ſo young a perfon into the other World, will be the means 
of cauſing ſurvivors to ponder on it, and to receive inſtructian 
from it; and eſpecially to think now and then on that im- 


portant text, ſo awfully illuſtrated by is and the like frequent 


events: (Prov. xxvii. 1.) “ Boaſt not thyſelf of 7o-morrow ; for 
thou knoweſt not what à day may bring forth.“ 
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Worthies of England, or the Hiſtory of eininent 
Men in the ſeveral Counties where they were 
born. I read not long ago, Sir MaTTaeew HALBE“'s 
Contemplations, - If you have them not, I would 
recommend them to your peruſal. The ſtyle is 
awkward; but they are full of excellent matrer, 
and would furniſh out materials for many uſeful 
ſermons. I have read them more than once or 
twice before, but never obſerved their uſefulneſs fo 
much in this view, as lately. Beſides this, there 
is a variety of moſt excellent Hints of Advice, 
concerning a man's behaviour in every part of 
his ſocial character; tho* they are only given, as 
his thoughts, purpoſes and refolutions, with regard 
to his own perſonal conduct, He is a ſtriking 
inſtance of the truth of that obſervation, which 
cannot be too often inculcated, or too carefully 
attended to, „that if a man allows himſelf to 
be imprudent, giddy and inattentive in any one 
inſtance, tho? it be in itſelf ſmall and inconſiderable, 
it will have an unhappy influence upon his whole 
conduct; no fixed principle keeps him from being 
lo in all other inſtances, and had he qual tempt- 
ations, he would violate al! the duties of pru- 
dence, and by degrees, thoſe of morality and religion | 
too.“ It is therefore peculiarly neceſſary, and of 
the utmoſt importance, that perſons in their 2arly 

I years 
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years and fir? ſetting out in life, keep a rgſalut- 
watch over themſelves, even in the ſmalle/t in- 
ſtances, in which their natural temper leads them 
to be imprudent and indiſcreet, and not negle& 
this important queſtion, before they undertake even 
any little affair, © 1s it right and fit, prudent and 
proper? I have read ſomewhere of a ſaying of 
the famous BruTus, that he looked upon that 
perſon as having been ill educated, or as having 
ſpent his youth very badly, who had not learned 
to ſay NO“ boldly. | 

— I am thankful, that I was led in early 

life to read ſo much practical divinity, and the 
lives and hiſtories of good men; as I can remem- 
ber what I then read better than what I read 
yeſterday, which is the caſe with moſt od people, 
eſpecially if they have bodily diſeaſes added to the 
natural decays of age. I have fewer and ſhorter 
intervals of what. may be called eaſe than uſual, 
and muſt expect them to grow ſhorter. I am 
a wonder to mylelf, that I have lived to ſee the 
beginning of another year. I cannot expect to ſee 
the end of it, May I employ the poor remains of 
life as well as poſſible ! I wiſh my infirmities may 
ſuggeſt hints of caution to my younger brethren 
and friends, to apply diligently to their Maſter's 
work, to be frugal of their time; and frugal of 
their 


W 
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the irmoney, as age and prior infirmities, may ren - 
der them incapable of doing good, or filling up 
ſtations in which they might be comfortably ſup- 
ported. And the ſtate of the world at preſent 
is ſuch, that nothing can be more diſagreeable 
and painful, than to be in circumſtances of ne- 


ceſſity and dependence, when every comfortable 


circumſtance and accomm<cdation is ſo deſirable 
to lighten the burdens of life. Loſs of time, 
and neglect of opportunities of uſefulneſs, often 
oppreſs my - ſpirits. Spending too much time 
about trifling books and ſtudies, the contents and 
ſubjects of which I could wiſh entirely to have 
blotted from my memory, is a very painful cir- 
cumſtance, I mention what gives me uneaſineſs, 
that you may now avoid the like, and employ 
your health and money, your time and abilities, 
ſo as to leave no room for painful reflections 
hereafter. May God prolong your life, as much 
as his glory, and your own uſefulneſs and com- 
fort may render deſirable, and may the cloſe of 
it have no bitter remorſe, no - uneaſy ſenſations 
attending it! Continue your prayers for me, and 
believe me to. be, Dear Sir, 
Your ſincere and affectionate friend, 
and faithful ſervant, - 


Jos OrToN. 
I 2 Beſides 
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| Beſides Lucas's Enquiry after Happineſs (as 
mentioned in a former letter) he publiſhed two 
volumes of Sermons, which I much admire; and 
likewiſe a ſmall Fract, concerning the duty of 
Servants, with Advices, and Prayers for their uſe: 
but his principat work was a ſmall Treatiſe called 


Practical Chrifliauity, or the chief Deſign of the 


Goſpel, which hath gone through many editions, 
and contains the ſubſtance of forty or fifty ex- 
cellent ſermons, and is one of the beſt books I 
know for a young miniſter, or indeed any perſon, 
to read a chapter of it daily *. 


LETPTER 


* 1 herewith (ſays Sir Ricxzand Srrrrt) ſend you Dr, 

Lucas's Pructical Chriſtianity, for your ſerious peruſal, If you 
have already read it, I defire you would give it to one of 
your friends, who have rot, I think you cannot recommend 
it- better than in inſerting, by way of fpecimen, theſe paſſages 
which 1 point out to you. — Since I have a ſou! capable of 
happineſs and miſery, it naturally follows, that it were un- 
reaſonable to % this ſoul for the gain of the whole world. 
For the ſoul is I myſe!f; but if that be miſerable, I muſt needs | 
be fo. Outward circumſtances of fortune may give the world 
occaſion to chink me happy, but they can never mate me 
ſo, Shall 1 call myſelf happy, if diſcontent and ſerrow eat out 
the life and ſpirit of my foul? If lufts and paſſions riot, and 
mutiny in my boſom? If my fins ſcatter an uneaſy ſhame 
all over me, and my guil: appalls and frightens me? What 
evails it, that my rooms are ftately, &c? See the Guardian, Vol. 
1. No. 63. for the remainder of this ftriking quotation, 
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LETT EN XVI. 
July 28, 1775. 
DEAR SIR, 


A M willing to write to you once more, be- 
fore you leave Cheverel, to go to your new 
Living *, though I have nothing very particular to 
ſay to you. I was glad to fee your Mother, as it 
gave me an opportunity of con verſing with her 
about your ſettlement at Vormington; and the talk- 
ed like a wiſe and good woman, and a tender pa- 
. rent, I really think it would be beſt for you, not 
to keep houſe there, at leaſt at preſent. Cannot you 
contrive to board with ſome reputable farmer in 
the pariſh, in whoſe houſe you might have a 
room, and be accommodated with all neceſſaries at 
a cheap rate? Thus you would live in a family- 
way, and not find the enſuing winter ſo dull, as 
it will be, if you are in your parſonage-houſe : 
and thus you will ſave money to, furniſh your 
houſe, when you ſee occaſion for ſo doing. 1 
have often heard Dr. DoppRIDGE and ſeveral 
other divines ſay, that they lived very comfort- 
ably in farm-houſes at their firſt ſetting out, 


I 3 


* Wormington, in Glaucſterftire, © 


and 


— 


* 4 » 
-- - . . J - 
. - — — > - - = 
2 1 *1 
—— oO ———ů— wo . — — = 4 


4 > 4 - * 
a * 2 
, Ne Fi — 2 
„ 8 — b ; 8 
— „ „% rr a * * _— EY "B17 ai 
1 PR 1 7 R — — * 5 Cy . P wh * * — oy 
- 


G Se, a 7 
FFF 
— 


- = —— 2 —_ 


. . — — 
- — , Er eee em. ce reed - Seco wi IRS , e * 


Go Letters to a Young Clergyman, Let. 16. 


and I ſhould think it on many accounts deſira- 


ble for you. But of this you muſt judge for 
yourſelf, 


I waited 


Extract from a letter of Mr. [afterwards Dr.] Dovpy- 
RIDGE to a Lady of his acquaintance; written ſoon after 
he went into the miniſtry. | 

5 July 15. 1723. 
— Great revolutions have happened in my little' a#airs 

fipce I wrote to you laſt, On the firſt of Fuze I removed 

from Hinckley, and am come to a ſmall village in the neigh- 

bourhood of KXibworth; where I am ſettled, and have laid 
aſide all thoughts of going to Coventry, though 1 have been 
much ſolicited to it ſince my coming hither.— My ſettlement 
here is. on ſome accounts very pleaſant, but on others diſa- 
greeable enough. I board at. a farmer's houſe; and as for 
eating and drinking we are well enough provided for, except- 
ing the article of dear tea, of which, I am confident, there 
never was one drop drank in the houſe fince it was built, 
unleſs it were what the garden and meadows afford, The 
maſter and miſtreſs of the family, are very good plain ſoit 
of people; but bis politeneſs extends no further than the team 
and the plough, nor ber's than the poultry or the dairy ; and 
they are ſo much taken up with theſe important affairs, that 
| your poor friend has but little of their company. 1 am fre- 
quently alone twenty-one hours in twenty- four, and ſome- 
times breakfaſt, dine, and ſup by myſelf. I cannot ſay that 
this eremitical life is very agreeable to my natural temper, 
which inclines me to ſociety. I am neceſſarily obliged to ſtudy 
hard, and if it were not for that my life would be a burden, 


In what manner Mr. Dobben ſpent his time in this 
early period of his life, in ſuch retired ſituations, will be 
ſeen 


STONHOUSE, to learn the ſtate of his own and 
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I waited with impatience to hear from Dc. 


his family's health. The letter I have received 


from him, like all other earthly intelligences and. 


concerns, is counterchanged, and gives. reaſon. far 
2 mix- 


feen by the following letter to his brother-in-law *, wherein 
he excuſes himſelf for writing ſhort humorous accounts of 
buſineſs. 


Harborough June 29, 1726, 

Dear Brother, Wedneſday morning, eight o'Clock. 

I make it a maxim with me, to write either to you or 
my ſiſter, whenever an opportunity offers itſelf for that pur- 
pofe, So that you have two or three letters from me, when 
other more exact correſpondents have but one. You will 
not be offended then, that my letters are no longer; for 
you muſt conſider, that I have a great deal of buſineſs which 
requires my daily attendance. I was up at five o'clock this 
morning, and have been all this while ſtudying a part of the 
Epiſile to the Romans, and writing letters. At this very time, Dz- 
VOSTHENEs is waiting to entertain me with one of his Philip. 
picks; and VIII is bringing back /Enzas to his camp, 
when I have long been in pain for his abſence. Doctor Tir- 
LoTSo0N has prepared an admirable ſermon, which he will 
deliver quickly in my chamber, with his uſual grace and ſweet. 
neſs, And then Gzzzarnyd BRANDT, will go on with his 
Hiſtory of the perſecution of the Remonſtrants after their 
condemnation at the Synod of Dert, In the afternoon, I ex- 
pect to hear from PLiny, who generally favours me with two 
or three epiſtles a day, though a ſtranger and an heathen, 
while 

* The Rev. Mr. Joun NzTTtz Ton, of Ongan, im. Eſſex, 
who died in the year 1734. 
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a mixture of joy and grief. But he and I 
have lived ſo long to little purpoſe, if we have 
not learned to expect theſe mixed ſcenes, and 
not to be greatly moved by them; and eſpe- 
cially to improve them to quicken our diligence, 
| and 
while you a chriſtian miniſter and my brother, will hardly 
write once in a quarter. I am indeed to drink, a diſh of tea 
with ſome agreeable women in the evening, and may poſſibly 
lock over a chapter or two in the hiſtory of the four Kings “. 
If 1 ſhould be moderately tranſported with the joy of vie- 
tory, or the grief and ſorrow of a deſeat; with love to 
Mrs, 1 *, or anger againſt my antagoniſt, I hope to find 
my remedy in the converſation of Mr. BRAGGE, who has lately 
undertaken to teach me the government of the paſſions, 
which indeed I ought to have learnt ſome time ago. Dr. 
PoTTER is teaching me Grecian Antiquities. But J fear, I 
ſhall hardly have time to ſpeak with him to-day, However, I 
will, if poſſible, attend upon my tutor Cxavccx in the even- 
ing, who is leQuring to me on the epiſtles, with great ac- 
curacy and ſolidity. Beſides this, I have a kind of a ſhort 
ſermon to preach in the family, according to my daily cuſ- 
tom, and three or - ſour letters to tranſcribe into ſhort- 
hand. — Now I will leave you, who are one of the greateſt 
clerks 1 know, to judge, whether all this bufineſs will leave 
me time to ſay any thing more, than how does my dear 
fiſter, with my ſervice to her? 1 am, 6 2 
Your affectionate brother and ſervant, 
Pyitiy DoDDRIDGE. 

See alſo Mr. OzxTox's Life of Dr, DopparIDGE, page 21, 
ſecond edition. 
— „ Clubs, Spades, &c,—* I am determined to leave off cards, 
which have in ſome inſtances proved a ſnare to me. Diarye 
1728. 
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and improve our piety, - He is gone with his 
family to ſpend ſome time at Chefer-Houſe, in 
Northamptonſhire, which is a charming place for 
meditation, reading, and devotion; and there is 
no doubt but that he and Mrs. STonHouss will 
improve it accordingly. I heartily wiſh he may be 
free while there, from all diſagreeable and imperti- 
nent company, and that his health may be greatly 
recruited by his receſs. The Doctor wiſhes to 
leave entirely, and I truſt providence will 
diret him to ſome comfortable and uſeful ſettle- 


ment. I have deſired him to remember the 
words of the poet: 


Vet reaſon, while it forms the ſubtile plan, 
Some purer ſource of pleaſure to explore, 
Muſt deem it- vain for that poor pilgrim, _—_ 
To think of reſting till his journey's o'er. 


I am glad I have no viſitors like Mr, * , 
no ſuch Bath friends. I would not have them. 
They are. not friends, While I am independent, 
I would not ſubmit to ſuch grievances and in- 
conveniences, nor ſhould my wife (if-1 had ſuch 
an one as his), © What muſt we do?” — they 
will fay, Why break off all correſpondence with 
ſuch, Tell them (as I did at Shrewſbury, and do 
here) © I am old and infirm; I will have my 
own hours. At them [ ſhall be glad to fee my 


friends, 
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friends, but they muſt come ſoon, and go ſoon, 
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N or not at all.“ “ But we can't do this at ** . 
Then I would remove to the land's-end or to 
| a welch- mountain, and would not ſacrifice ſuch 
| bleſſings as health, regularity, domeſtic comfort, 
i and family-religion, for any perſon or perſons 
4 


whatſoever. I am independent, and will be fo, 
A few nights ago, I heard ſome weaver's lad 
ſinging a ſong under my window, of which I 
remember no more than this — © Let them fay 
what they will—-By Jove [I'll be free.” — I have 
little company and acquaintance. Eaſe and quiet, 
— and an interview now and then with a worthy 
friend bound my ambition. But I have a nu- 
merous and excellent ſociety of prophets, apoſtles, 
and practical writers, eſpecially BaxTER, BATEs, 
ö and SCUDDER, with whom I have lately been 
| converſing *. 
tf. Mr. Dausrey I have ſeen formerly at Shreu/- 
pi bury, and often heard of his character and worth 
from my father, Mr. Painter of Harley, and 
| others. 
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* —1 have no connections or acquaintance with great men; 
and am happy in an obſcure ſituation, where I can 


with ſage Hooxzs's eye 
See from my mother- earth God's bleſſings ſpring 
And eat my bread in peace and privacy. 
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others. He was maſter of the grammar- ſchool 
at Wolverhampton, before Sir TroMas Wurr- 
MORE, (who was his ſcholar) gave him the liv- - 
ing of Stockton *. | 
Your friends here are well. I ſhall be glad to 
receive a letter from you. There is no dean or 
biſhop loves you and wiſhes you ſo well, and 
would be glad to ſerve you in his way, than 
Yours very affectionately 
Jog OR rox. 


* 


LET TE FE 1 


Sept. 23, 1775. 
Dear SIR, 


T gives me pleaſure to find you are ſo comfort- 

able in your new ſituation, and I heartily wiſh 
you ſucceſs in it. I am afraid you find your pariſh 
like the field of the ſlothful, and that you have 
much difficult work to root out, as well as to plant. 
But ſet about it vigorouſly and reſolutely, and in 
divine ſtrength, with earneſt prayer for aſſiſtance and 


ſucceſs, 


* The editor well remembers this venerable and pious man; 


who died about the year 2760 — full of days, and full of ho- 
nour. 
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ſucceſs, and God will proſper, you. —Methinks, I 
would fain have you do ſomething on. each part of 
the Lord's day by way of exhortation. If you 
preach in the morning, expound in the afternoon 
one of the leſſons, or the epiſtle and goſpel for the 
day, in a ſhort manner, with ſome practical reflect- 
ions upon it. You will meet with ſufficient help 
from your commentators, particularly from HRN- 
RY's Expoſition, and DoDDRIDGE's Family Ex- 
poſitor.. This will be eafier to you, than mak- 
ing a ſermon, perhaps equally uſeful to your peo- 
ple; and it will be a likely means to engage 
them to attend more regularly, when they have 
ſomething more than the common ſervice. Biſhop 
BurnET ſtrongly recommends long texts and 
ſhort ſermons, or, in our ſtyle, Expoſitions : and 
this method of expounding ſome part of the 
ſcripture read in the ſervice, hath been practiſed 


by many of the clergy in former days, who were 


moſt eminent for piety and zeal *. I have juſt 
been reading again Bybop BEDETL's Life, who 
was 


See page 4 of theſe Letters.—“ It may be proper at other 
times to explain, in the way ef ſermons, the Book of Common 
Prayer, ſo far as it relates to the conſtant ſervice of the church; 
for it is as neceſſary, that people ſhould underſtand the devout 
uſe, and true meaning of it, as that a ſoldier ſhould underſtand 
the dextrous uſe of his weapons.” 

Dr. Sroxnousz's Hints te a Curate, pige 4. 
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was an eminently pious and good, as well as a 
very learned, man. It is ſaid of him, that every 
Sunday he expounded the epiſtle and goſpel for the 
day.. If you have never read that life, I would 
recommend it to you. In the latter part of the 
book, is the -beſt- confutation of the ' tenets of 
popery, Which I ever ſaw in fo little a compaſs. 
I am glad you have introduced Pſalm-ſinging 
into your church. I think your beſt way of 
carrying it on in an agreeable manner, will be 
to get ſome of your young men to your own 
houſe now and then, and to go over ſome plain 
tunes with them, till they can ſing them per- 
fectly; and thus by degrees the reſt of the con- 
gregation will learn them. Let not theſe young 
men ſit together, but be diſperſed properly over 
the church. I uſed to take this method with 
my young people at SHretuſbury; but I never at- 
tempted to teach them the grounds of muſick, 
becauſe I thought it unneceſſary, and indeed be- 
cauſe 1 was not capable of it. But they learned 
to ſing ſuch tunes, and in ſuch time and me- 
mod, that that part of the ſervice was honour- 
ably conducted. ' By degrees you and they may 
learn ſome more, tho* I ſhould think about eight 
common metre, ſix long metre, and two ſhort 
metre tunes, would be enough. Probably ſome 
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neigbouring pariſh clerk would come once a week 
to teach them for a ſmall ſum: but I think you 
can teach them ſufficiently yourſelf. - It will be ad- 
viſeable for you to go to the /chool, and ſee how 
the children learn, and ſpeak to and encourage 
them; and to direct the miſtreſs, privately, how 
to diſcharge her duty, and excite her to it. The 
preſence of the miniſter of the pariſh, now and 
then, will quicken both teacher and learners, and 
have a. good effect, You will in the pulpit, 
and eſpecially in private, excite the parents to 
be ſolicitous, that their children may learn their 
books and catechiſm. 

Dr. Evans's Sermons on the Chriflian Temper, 
are I think on the whole, ſome of the beſt diſ- 
courſes I ever read for judgment, ſtyle, fulneſs 
of matter, regularity of thought and diviſion, 
and coming home to men's conſciences. I have 
lately bought a neat Scotch edition of them in 
duodecimo. 

I have now good reaſon to believe, that my 
little Tract on Chriſtian Worſhip * hath ſold pret- 
ty well. You will, I know, join with me in 
thanktulneſs on this account, and in prayer that 


it may be further uſeful. The manner in which 
the DEAN of GLoucesTER ſpeaks of this under- 
taking 


Price Ninepence. 
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taking gives me no ſmall pleaſure, and I hope 
his recommendation will introduce it into the 


it. | 

I have read Mr. Jon WesLEYy's Addreſs to 
the Americans, and am much pleaſed with it. 
But I am tired with politics, and deſire to be 
found among the quiet in the land *. A wor- 


K 2 thy 


* «I am fick of politics, and mourn for our national ſtate... 
The colonies are mad; and we are not much leſs ſo. There 
are many concealed rebels, and mock patriots among us, diſ- 
ſeminating their rebellious, and republican principles. Moſt of 
them are groſsly ignorant; and therefore it is no wonder they 
are groſsly confident,—I never argue with them; but take what 
1 apprehend to be the mof# likely method to filence them. When 
they begin to talk about bad miniſters, bad laws, and the poor 
Americans, as they ſtyle theſe rebels, 1 reply, „I don't ander- 
fand politics. Solomon has obſerved that “ the beart of Kings 
is unſearchable. (Prov. xxv. iii.) For kings have their Arcana 
Imperii, and reaſons of ſtate; of which private perſons (who 
know not their counſels, motives, or intelligence) cannot be 
judges; and therefore ought not, as they are too apt to do 
on every occaſion, ſo peremptorily to paſs their judgment: 


Nor is the government of a kingdom their province —— The 


ſcriptures have enjoined me © to honour the Xing; (1 Pet. 
il, 17.) and © not to deſpiſe government, or ſpeak evil of 
dignities,”” (2 Pet. ii. 10.) © to be ſubje& to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord's ſake ;** (1 Pet. ii. 13s) and © to ſpeak 


evil of no man, (Tit, iii. 2.) eſpecially not of the higher 
powers. 


When 
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thy miniſter in London writes to me in the fol. 


lowing manner. —“ I wiſh I and my family were 
ſettled, at leaſt for ſome time, with you, or in 
ſome obſcure corner of the land, where I ſhould 
hear nothing of what is paſſing in the world, 
For my part, I think both fides are mad, and 
trying which ſhall go the moſt deſperate lengths, 
The queſtion between Great Britain and the Cy. 
lonies I never entered into. I have much more 
important concerns to take up my time and at- 
tention than to engage in an affair to which I 
am very unequal, What the end of theſe things 
may be, God only knows ; but it is high time 
to prepare for the worſt,” — I his good man ſpeaks 

| ED 


When I find, that, notwithſtanding they perceive my 4. 
inclination to any political diſcourſe, they will ſtill perfiſt in it, 
and reply, Ay, but things are ſo, and fo,”* 1 continue to 
remind them of what the ſcriptures have declared to be their 


duty, as well as mine; and expreſs my farther ſentiments to 


this effet. It may be, as you aſſert, but my Bible tells 
me, „Thou ſhalt not. revile the gods; that is, magiſtrates ſu- 
preme, or ſubordinate, who are God's repreſentatives 3 nor curſe 


the rulers of thy people, (Exod, xxli. 28.) Thou ſhalt be 


ſubject to principalities, and powers, and obey magiſtrates,” 
(Tit. iii. 1,) This 1 find the beſt and moſt reaſonable way of 
treating theſe doughty politicians, — But really things look very 
dark, and God ſeems to be giving us up to a ſpirit of in- 
fatuation, and licentiouſneſs. . 

5 Mr. Oz rox, 1775+ 
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my ſentiments fully. Theſe things are little to 
me, who am going out of the world. I am 


ſorry for you that are young, and for poſterity. 


But the Lord reigneth: to his favour and bleſ- 
ſing I commend you in all your intereſts and 
attempts to do good: and am, 
Your affectionate and faithful humble ſervant, 
Jos OrToxn, 


L-B'T I kk AL 


g Feb. 8, 1776. 

DAR SIR, 

W AS glad to hear that you got ſafe to 

IWormington, through ſo many perils and dif- 
ficulties by reaſon of the ſnow ; and perhaps 
with ſome miſgiving thoughts for having left 
your flock ſo long and in ſo dangerous a time * ; 
as tney never moic need their paſtor's watchful 
eye, and even his preſence might be me Fa 
ſtraint from exceſs, You will now however, ſet 
yourſelf cloſely and diligently to your great work, 
and them all the good in your power,—- 


i am/pleaſed to find, that you received the box 
K 3 of 


® Chriſtmas, 


l 
| 
1 
R 
4 
„ 
19 
19 
| 

f 

J 

| 

ut. 

1 
” 


2 
„5 


FAY 


ER. 
- _ N % 
2 * . 4 
* * T- 4 
2 — * 1 


* — * _ — r 4 — i 7 — « - 
Hof Pe —— r 1 +4 
2 i” Aa 


A 


"ww 
I 
. 


91 n , 
re 
PIRIE ag FI * „ 
r 


Ar 
—— #5 een 


Tn — * —— 


9 — —— — * 
- - * ”— = 
— 1 — — — 
— CCC ——— 
- 2 
FSI 3 . — g -—» i 2. * ” 4 * 
3 " ö N * - — 5 


102 Letters to a Young Clergyman. Let. 18. 


of books fafe, which I defire you to accept; 
hoping they will be uſeful to you, and conſe- 
quently to your people. I could wiſh, you would 
have Biſhop PaTRrick's Comments on the Old 
Teſtament, with LowTH on the Prophets; as like- 
wiſe BaxTER's Works, always at your elbow. 

You have probably heard of the death of the 
FARL of RapnoR, Poctor and Mrs. SToN- 
HOUSE came home laſt "Thurſday from Longford- 
Cafile, (his Lordſhip's feat in IWilthire,) extremely 
fatigued, having gone through great perils, owing 
to the depth of the ſnow, and the ſeverity of 
the ſeaſon. The Doctor gives an agreeable ac- 
count of his patron's death; to whom, being call. 
ed up in the middle of the night, he admini- 
ſtered the ſacrament, together with LADY Rap- 
NoR, ſome of his children, and ſervants, before 
he expired, with which he ſeems to have been 
much affected. Dr. HA IE of Saliſkury and Dr. 
STONHOUSE * attended him; and Dr. MoysEy 


of 


* Dr. Srox nous was for two and twenty years phyſician 
to the county-infirmary at Nertbampten, and in very extenſive 
practice; which he was obliged to give up on account cf 
his health, After which the EA AL of RA NOR gave him 2 
living; and on his Lordſhip's illneſs, he in conjunction with 
Dr. HAT E, acted in his medica! capacity, which he never did 
after his having quitted his profeſſion as a phyſician, unleſs to 
his pariſhioners, or when deſired by ſome particular friend. 
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of Bath met them in conſultation, but all medi- 


cal help was vain. His Lordſhip had many ex- 


cellent qualities in his character, and paid more 
regard to chriſtianity and practical religion, than 
I fear, moſt of our great people now do. The 
Doctor intimates, that he had a ftrong . ſenſe of 
religion, and that he took leave of his family 
like a tender huſband and aber, and a ſincere 
chriſtian *. | 

'The difference of ſenſible perſons in their a 
ment concerning our triend's late publication. is no 
way uncommon in ſuch cafes. I with he would, 
not mind their frivolous objections. ' Let him 
remember the ſtory of the old man and his fon 
and the aſs, There is no pleaſing every body, 
and to attempt it is fooliſh +, A perſon once 
wrote to Dr. DoppRI DGE, (not with the greateſt 
humility) on the impropriety and unſoundneſs of 
one or two of his poſitions in a publication. 
He knowing it to be vain and endleſs to enier 


into ſuch particulars, only replied, quod ſcript, 


Seriphis 


* His Lordſhip died January 28, 1776, _ 50s 
+ * The judgment of the world is ſo whimſical and injudi- 
cious, and their favours ſo capriciouſly, ' abſurdly, and - moſt 
unjuſtly beſtowed, as we may ſee every day, that if a man 
will fret at ſuch things, he hath nothing to do but fret on, 
till death puts an end to his fooliſh ſorrows,” 


Jos TIN. 
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Let. 18. 


ſcrigi. The main concern of every chriſtian, eſ- 


pecially every miniſter, ſhould be to pleaſe God: 
which whoever does, may {ct his heart at reſt, whe- 
ther he doth, or doth not, pleaſe man, yea even 
his friends: nay, if he difpleaſe thoſe whom he 
wiſhed to pleaſe; nav, and doth it in the very 
point in which he hoped and expected moſt of all 
to pleaſe them. The ** has too much reaſon to 
complain of the unkindneſs of ſome of his more 
lukewarm brethren towards him. May God mend 
them; I cannot. Complaining will not avail, but 
only irritate ourſelves and them, and tend to make 
us leſs thankful for the many, many comforts we 
enjoy. I have ſent him the following lines. 


The wiſe in ſecret always hide their pain, 

And only, where redreſs is ſure, complain: 
Contented reſt with neceſſary ill, 

And what they muſt fubmit to ſeem to will. 
Whilit babbling fools, repining at their fate, 
Their wants, their wrongs, their diſcontents relate; 
And ignorant of the make of human mind, 
Solicit pity, where contemPt they find. 


I think Rayin's Hiſtory, confidered as a Hiſ- 
tory of England in general, and not of a par- 
ticular period, is the beſt we have. His be. 
ing a foreigner, makes it probable, that he was 
more impartial, than a native Engliſhman would 

be 
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be likely to be. He is in high reputation as an 
hiſtorian as far. as the revolution, where his hif- 
tory ends. TIN DALL's Continuation is worth 
reading; but it is a tedious heavy work, and 
ſpun owt merely to get money. The ſubſcribers, 
of which I was one, thought themſelves ill uſed 
and impoſed upon by him. However, if it ſhould 
come in your way, you may receive information 
from it. But for a ſhort view of Englith hiſtory, 
of that period which is moſt important to us, I 
think none is equal to Biſhop BuRNET's Hi/tory 
of his own Time; and for a ſhort abſtract WEI- 
wooD's Memoirs. 

As to my health, T am as comfortable as I 
can expect to be. Here is my ſtate from an 
old writer: „ Multa cautela cuſtoditur ſalus cor- 
poris; cuſtodita, cito amittitur ; amiſſa, cum gravi 
labore reparatur; et tamen reparata, ſemper in 
dubio eſt,” I feel the meaning of this deſerip- 
tion. May my ſpirit feel the good effect it ſhould 
have upon me! I heartily wiſh your increaſing 
comfort and ſucceſs in your great work. Now 
is the time, when you have little parochial duty, 
to apply cloſely to ſtudy, and increaſe your ſtock 
of critical, ſcriptural, and practical knowledge, 
that if providence ſhould call you out to a larger 
and 
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and more public ſtation, and a greater ſphere of 


uſefulneſs, you may be qualified for it, and equal 
to It, 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and faithful friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
Jos ORTON. 


LE I]1T1 £ KR | Al&s 


May. 22, 1776, 
Dear SIR, 


S you have PALMER's Abridgment of BAx- 

TE#'s Reformed Paſtor *, you can need no 
further advice from me about your pariſhioners, 
I think that book is inſtar omnium on the ſub- 


jet. You will no doubt, call at every houſe in 


your pariſh, and make prudent inquiries into 
their ſtate; whether they attend the church and 
facrament, have prayer in their families, cate- 
ehiſe their children, and take pains with their 
ſervants, It is eafier to preach -. acceptably at 
ſuch places as B *, than to converſe intelligibly 
and profitably with country-families. A late au- 
thor (I forget whom) faith, St. AnTaRoNY's 

preaching 

* Price Two Shillings and Sixpence. 
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preaching to the pigs, (according to the popith 
legend) was only preaching to country-farmers. But 
as the goſpel is adapted to them, I pray God, 
you may be inſtrumental in carrying it to their 
hearts. 

I do not think MAacKni1GHT on the Goſpels (tho? 
a very uſeful judicious book) will do for Mr, *** 
to read in his family, I make uſe of Mr. Hax- 
RY's Expoſition or Dr. DoppRInoE's Expoſitor 
in mine. When I read the latter, my family 
have their bibles in their hands, and I defire them 
to turn to that evangeliſt, whoſe account is moſt 
large in the ſection. Some perſons read only the 
text and improvement in their families, as Dr, 
ADans, &c.— What I ſay in my Religious Exer- 
ciſes, * (p. 144.) is, I would inculcate upon all 
families, where it can be performed, the uſe of 
Pſalmody:“ and then I give my reaſons; mean» 
ing, where it can be performed decently, by a ſuf- 
ficient number and capable of tolerable ſinging ; 


and prudentiy, on account of the ſituation and vici- 


nity. Is there any thing to be objected to in this? 
Mr, ** is miſtaken as to what he ſays of ſing- 
ing low: it may be quite harmonious, and yet 
no louder than the common key of reading. 
One or two facts are worth a thouſand theories 

and 


Religious Exerciſes Recommended, ſecond edition, price 38. 
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and ſuppoſitions. I have always lived in families 
where ſinging was uſed. And I never found nor 


heard of any inconveniences attending the prac- 


tice in my father's family at Shrewſbury, though 
he lived in a narrow ſtreet, and which was the 
greateſt thoroughfare in the town; or in either 
of Dr. DopprIDGE's houſes at Northampton, or 
at my own houſe at Shrewſbury, or many other 
houſes here. One may have a worſe opinion of 


men than they deſerve. And let religious fami- 


lies firſt make a trial, and then proceed or drop 
the exerciſe as they find it. convenient or other- 
wiſe, © Let not your good be evil ſpoken of,” 
is an excellent rule. But if what is good in 
itſelf muſt be omitted for fear of that, there is 
an end of all goodneſs. A pious farmer of my 


congregation uſed to ſing, as well as read and 


pray in his family. His reprobate landlord, who 
lived near him, hath come by with his rakiſh 
companions, and contraſted the pſalm with a 
horſe-laugh and an indecent ſong. The *ſquire's 
fon, who is now a ſerious man, hath acknow- 
ledged to the farmer's widow, that the conduct 
of his father and Co. ſhocked him when a boy; 
and that the fteadineſs of the farmer and his 
conſiſtent behaviour in all other inſtances, - had a 


great influence in giving his mind a ſerious turn. 
When 
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When vice is bold, it is fad that virtue ſhould be 
ſneaking. Till I fee or hear of ſome well atteſted 
inſtances, in which the credit of religion has ſuf. 
fered by ſinging in families, conſiſtently religious, 
the paſſage muſt ſtand, See the preface p. viii. ix. 

It is many years fince I read WarTTs on the 
Love of God, and I have not the book now by me. 
Dr. WArrs's Treatiſes, Hymns, &c. on that 
ſubject do not ſuit me. He is too much of an 
enamorato, and this has been the ſole objection I 
have heard againſt this piece. I do not love ful- 
ſome, luſcious divinity. And the good Doctor 
allowed in his preface to Mrs, Rows's De- 
vout Exerciſes, that many of his compoſures in 
younger life were of that kind, which his matu- 
rer judgment diſapproved. The paſſions in our 
frame ſhould be conſecrated to God, and it is 
deſirable our devotion and love to him ſhould be 
fervent ; but as there is ſo much of the anima! 
in them, and men have different conſtitutions 
and reliſhes, too much ſtreſs muſt not be laid 
upon them. 

When I had the pleaſure of ſeeing our friend 
Mr, * *, I was afraid leſt publick concerns ſhould 
have injured his health, or diſturbed the compo- 
ſure of his mind. But perhaps, were we to 
decline attending to ſuch concerns, and confine 
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ourſelves wholly to the duties of our families, and 
functions, our minds might be ready to prey 
upon themſelues for want of variety, and through 
a conſtant attachment to one track of thought 
and action. While providence has favoured him 
with almoſt every domeſtic comfort to ſo: high 


a degree, and given him ſo much ſkill, reputa- 


tion, and ſucceſs in his profeſſional capacity, it 
would grieve one to find, that his benevolent con. 
cern and attempts for the good of mankind im- 
paired. his health or prevented him from reliſh. 
ing ſo many other enjoyments. Great caution 
and. ſteadineſs are neceſſary, that we ſuffer not 
in theſe particulars; and I have peculiar reaſon 
to give the hint to every friend I love, as I have 
ſuffered ſo much myſelf by not attending to it. 

My two volumes of Sermons on Pradtical Sub- 
Jefts, were advertiſed a few days ago. I wiſh they 
may do good. The more I ſee of many modern 
ſermons the leſs I like them; and the leſs I think 
they are calculated for uſefulneſs. I would will- 
ingly write modern ſenſe and accuracy, with the 
ancient ſimplicity, pungency, and evangelical ſtrain. 

I have juſt been peruſing an account of the 


_ donation of a miſſal to a college of popiſh prieſts; 


under. the title of which the donor had written, 


« When you read this, pray for the ſoul of A. B. 
| who 
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who gave it.“ 80 I fay in the proteſtant ſenſe 


at cloſing this letter. 15 
| Yours affectionately, 
Jos Ox rox. 


KeTTLEWELL was an excellent man, and there 
are many noble things in his devotional writ- 
ings. - ; 


K — — — — * 


LET TER XI. 


Aug. 1776. 
Dzar SIR, 


I BEGAN to think it long till I heard from 
Mr, * * *, who is viſiting his friends in 
London, I was ready to ſuſpect that the air of 
the metropolis had the fame effect upon him 
that it hath upon moſt of my friends and cor- 
reſpondents who live within its influence. They 
reſide ' in the centre of intelligence, relating to 
literary, political, and eccleſiaſtical affairs, whilſt 
I am thrown into an obſcure corner, out of the 
way and knowledge of any one of them. - Yet 
enter ſo deeply into the concerns of my fellow- 
creatures, that I am eager to know how the 
| L 2 world 
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world goeth on: but they will not indulge my 
curiofity, though they can moſt of them do it 
fully in a quarter of an hour's time by the uſe 
of ſhort- hand. I muſt therefore be content, and 
value thoſe few, very few, real friends ſo much 
the more; who like Mr, ** *, reckon them- 
ſelves in debt from the receipt of a letter till it 
is anſwered, and cannot be eaſy, till they have 
cleared the account. Indeed I can ſend them no 
intelligence from hence; it would therefore be 
more kind in them, by their correſpondence, to 
make up the deficiency. I ſee more and more 
reaſon, the longer I live in the world, to apply 
to myſelf part of Dr. King's epitaph : “ Ami- 
cos habui multos — ſed gratos, fidos, ſtabiles, eheu! 
perpaucos.“ 5 
I am obliged to Mr. * * for his remarks on 
my Sermons. He is a very worthy man, and 
for whom I have a very ſincere eſteem and at- 
fection. The paſſage he objects to in the play- 
beuſe ſermon, page 292 *, is a fact, Some ex- 


ceptions 


» „It is generally allcwed, that the very proſeſſion [of a 
player] is mean and ſordid, The actors perſonate ſo many 
characters, that they have none of their own 3 or none but 
what are contemptible, & c.“ Perhaps the worthy author of 
this diſcourſe has carried things in it rather too far, 
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ceptions of dramatick writers there undoubtedly 
are; ſuch as ADDpisoN, YounG, HucGnes, and 
Lirro: but BEN JoansoN, with ſeveral of his 
cotemporaries ; and ſince them V anNBRUGH, DRr- 
DEN, STEELE, OTWAY, CONGREVE, FARQUHAR, 


C1BBER, 


&c, I will not except; nor even 
TRAPP, and ſcarcely THOMSOx. 
the Lives of the Poets, and am, 
writers, confirmed in this ſentiment, 


I have read 


by their 
I am ſen» 


ſible, there are thoſe, who will find fault with 
ſome expreſſions I have made uſe of. Let 
There is no avoiding it, if you will 
ſpeak the truth. The fact is notorious ; and in 
ſuch a day as the preſent, ſoftening expreſſions 
tend to defeat the intention, I think it my duty 
to ſpeak my mind as clearly and ſtrongly as I 
can; and while I have ſufficient evidence that 


them. 


I am right, I do not fear conſequences, 


This 


generation muſt be made to feel, if poſſible, elſe 


no good can be done upon them, 


It is well 


known, that the plays of the moſt moral drama- 
tiſts are ſeldom acted; ſcarce ever in the coun- 
try: and even ſome of theſe better fort of writ- 
ers have ſhamefully inſerted profanations of the 
name of God; which I can hardly reconcile 


L 3 


with 
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with the character of a good man. But valeur 
quantum valuere poteſt *. 

There is a great deal to be learnt from Dr. 
CLARK E's Yorks, and therefore they ought, and 
deſerve to be read carefully, I have moſt of 
them, and have often read them. His ſermons, 
which I have lately gone over again, are all ſen. 
ſible and judicious; and he hath an excellent 
collection of parallel texts and good definitions 
of words and things; though with reſpect to the 
former, often more than is needful to explain 
his meaning. The applications of his ſermons 
are too ſhort, and want pathos. This he la- 
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* The connection in which this note ſtands, is allowed not 
to be the moſt natural and eaſy; yet for the ſake of the 
moral ſentiment contained in it, the Editor ventures to in- 
ſert it. 

& I had a great intimacy with ſome of the moſt celebrated 
of the Dramatis Perſona, as DELANE, WooDwaRD, my ſchool- 
fellow, Mrs. PRITCHARD, Mrs, YAaTEs, Mrs. PALMER, who 
wi: Mrs, PazITCHARD's daughter, and Mr. PALMER, her huſ- 
"band, a very genteel comedian, Mr. Gax RIC, c. But 
where are they row ? Where their aſtoniſhing talents ? - 


Pulvis et umbra ſumus, 


Oh, that people would in bis view well weigh the contents 
of Dr, SToxnovusE's Book T. To their complexion we muſt 
all come at laſt. And is 0 preparation requiſite ? ——,? 
| From a Correſpondent, 
+ Every Man's Aſſiſtant, or, The Sick Man's Friend. 
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mented himſelf, but could not alter his method, 
as his cool philoſophical head would not admit 
that warmth and «un#ion (as the French call it) 
which is very deſirable in an application. He is 
much more evangelical than moſt of his admi- 
rers. His Paraphraſe upon the Evangeliſts appears 
to me to drop ſhort of the true deſign of the 
evangeliſts in many paſſages, but contain many 
excellent things. His tranſlation and notes upon 
RonavLT I have not read, fince I was at the 
academy, but his other tracts I am better ac- 
quainted with. He, like many others; gives 
what I think a wrong idea of baptiſm, and lays 
too much ſtreſs upon it, and the circumſtances 
of it. I find the ſame fault with ſome things 
in SHERLOCK's book pon Death, which I have 
lately been reading again with great pleaſure, and 
I hope ſome profit. Dr. CLARK Es Life by 
Biſhop HoAbIEV is excellently well written. 


I have procured the Biſhop of Cokk's * Ser- 


mons, recommended to me by Dr. STonRouss, 
and have read ſeveral! of them. His ſtyle is 
manly and eaſy; but as they are levelled prin- 
cipally againſt the Socinians, they are rather dry 
and controverſial, than ſerious and practical. But 

| I hope 


Dr. BOWN I. 
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I hope to be better acquainted with him ſoon, 
and that I ſhall find ſome things more plain and 
practical in the other diſcourſes . He was the 
author of a deep metaphyſieal Treatiſe on the Pro- 
cedure and Limits of the Human Underſtanding; 
— which my underſtanding, being ſo limited, could 
never compre hend. He puhliſhed likewiſe a ſmall 
Tract againſt the reigning toaſt in Irelanul -“ To 
the immortal memory of KING WICL IAM,“ as 
if it were praying for the dead. The conſe. 
quencs of which was, that the Whigs there uſed 
10 add, t their toaſt - in ſpite of the Biſhop 
of. Cork,” I will fend you his fermons when 

an opportunity offers for that purpoſe. 
„„ What a world do we live in'“ exclaims 
Mr. * . Ay; in truth, it is bad enough ; 
io: our:::{athers;: » grand fathers, &. imee*' Adam 
und it. That is not a reaſon, as I teil him, 
Why we -A-otitd - not, | but why we nl, ended. 
vour to mike: it better; and never relax in. 
matters of duty, conſcience, and attempts to do 
good. I hope he will not be: diſcouraged: © Do 
what you can, whether men will hear or for- 
bear, is our rule; and it ſhall turn to us for 
2 teſtimony. May God keep * the ardour of 
OUT. 


* He is a very practical writer, 
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our ſpirits, amidſt ſo many chilling circumſtances, 
and favour all our pious attempts 

The ſudden changes of the weather have af- 
fected me much. This day ſen'night FAR EN - 
HEIT's thermometer was at 76; yeſterday and 
to-day at 56 and 57. What human frame, but- 
muſt be in ſome degree affected by ſo great a 
variation. My ſpirits this week have roſe as high 
as alacrity: but when they get down to dejec- 
tion and fear, it is very uncomfortable. With 


ſuch changes and ſenſations God is pleaſed to 


exerciſe us poor mortals, © to make our hearts 
better.” I wiſh I could more clearly ſee this 
end anſwering in my own caſe, I am 


Yours affectionately, 
Jos OrToN, 


Mr. WrisTow I once ſpent an hour or two 
with, and was much pleaſed to ſee and converſe 
with the. honeſt old man; though I remember 
his great confidence diſpleaſed me. He was walk- 
ing from London into Rutlandſbire, where his ſon- 
in-law lived, and where he himſelf; died, and he 


called and breakfaſted at Dr. DoDdDRIDGE's at 
Narthampton, 
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DEAR Sin, 


2 


IT gives me a very ſenſible vieaſuri to find, 
that my letter was agreeable to Mr. ** *, 
and any way contributed to alleviate his ſorrows. 
To weep with them that weep, and to comfort 
them that mourn, are moſt amiable, as well as 
eſſential duties of our holy religion; and J have 
been ſo long in the ſchool of affliction myſelf, 
that I hope I have learned, at leaſt, theſe leſſons 
in it: though I find, and much lament it, that, 
among many eager and florid profeſſors of re- 
ligion, there is a great want of ſenſibility and 
tenderneſs. Amidſt their zeal for notions, terms, 
and phraſes, there is ſomething wanting to 
ſweeten and ſoften their ſpirits, and open their 
narrow hearts to that compaſſion and feeling for 
others, which is the glory of the man and the 
chriſtian. In ſhort, there are many brutes upon 
two legs. And woe to him, who is dependent 
upon them, or connected with them! — 1 am 
ſomewhat concerned, that copies of my letter have 
been given to others, as it was written very haſti- 
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ly, from the fulneſs of a ſympathizing heart; 
and I can hardly now recalle& a thouglit or ex. 
preſſion in it: but if it is any way helpful to 
my companions: in affliction, I ſhall rejoice, If 
its contents had any thing af- propriety and ſuita-: 
bleneſs in them, it aroſe entirely from hence 
that I was much affected with. the occaſion, and 
warmed with the ſuhject: and the paſſions, you 
know, are always eloquent. I wish miniſters 
would attend to this thought; and ſee, that their 
own. hearts be firſt deeply impreſſed; then they 
will ſpeak as they ought —a word in ſeaſon, 
both in the . pulpit and in the parlour. 
I have been reading Dr. ' CAMPBELL's Faſt 
Sermon * which pleaſes me much, and is, I 
think, calculated to do great good, I viſh it 
were printed in a cheap form to give away a- 
mong the people in general. Surely, ſome of our 
loyaliſts will be at the expence of doing this, 
when the patriots (as they call themſelves) are 
at ſo much pains and expenee to reprint, tranſ- 
late, and diſperſe Dr. PRIck's Olſervations on 
Civil Liberty. I ſhall recommend it to all-thoſe, 
with whom I have any acquaintance, But I 
hope the nation is growing wiler, ,calmer, and 
more 


* On the Nature, Extent, and Importance of the Duty of 
Allegiance. | 
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Let. 21. 
more loyal. I know few diſſenting miniſters, (ex. 
cept in London, Briſtol, and ſome other populous 
places) but who are loyal, and blame the violence 
of the Americans and their abettors. All my 
neighbouring brethren, as far as I can judge, are 
among the quiet in the land. 

L attend to Dr. s obſervation about the 
Magdalene Hoſpital, There is no evidence in the 
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— New Teſtament, that Mary Magdalene was a 


notorious ſinner. On the contrary, (he was a 
pious lady of quality, who had been troubled 
with an epilepſy, or ſome diſorder, which the 
Jews uſed to impute to the agency of one, two, 
three, or more demons, according to its ſtrength 
and Nirulency. Nor is there any proof, that /be 
as the woman, who had been a ſinner, and 
waſhed the feet of Chriſt, See DopprIDGE on 
the place. Dr. LARDNER publiſhed a ſmall Tract 
to ſhew how abſurdly the proſtitutes* hoſpital 
was called the Magdalene Houſe, and what re- 
flection it threw on the name and memory of 


Mary Magdalene: but notwithſtanding what he 


ſaid on the ſubject, it continued to be called by 
that name. 


Af the ſcheme of Redemption be repreſent- 
ed, as Chriſt's prevailing upon the Father to ſhew 
mercy and confer favour to his creatures, who 


Was 


8 —— — 
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was otherwiſe ready and diſpoſed to do it, it is 
a very falſe and unſcriptural ſcheme, But what 
is more common, than for a parent to forgive 
a child at the interceſſion of a common friend, 
when the parent is diſpoſed to do it; is glad of 
ſuch an interceſſor, that he might not puniſh ; 
and deſires or appoints ſuch a perſon to interpoſe, 
that he might ſecure his authority, and the child's 


reverence; and not lead him to think, he doth 


not ſee his diſlike, or will eaſily paſs by offences 
committed againſt him, Let. me adviſe you to 
read ToMKins's Chriſt the Mediator again and 
again, till you have well digeſted his ſcheme, It is 
the beſt book on the ſubject I am acquainted with, 

and fully confutes all the Socinian writers. 
God is merciful to our land in giving us fine 
refreſhing ſhowers, which have put. a new face 
on this dry part of the country, But they af- 
tect my feeble conſtitution, and I have been very 
languid and low, though every place and being 
around me, ſince this change of weather, ſmiles 
and rejoices, May I grow more fit for the world 
of everlaſting ſpring and health, holineſs and joy ! 

Continue your prayers for me, I am, 
Your affectionate and faithful friend, 
f and humble ſervant, 
Jos Oa ro. 


M LETTER 


— a 5 I — 
- — 
— — — . . -- — — o 


| 


— 


X yrs Led IVEY i j 1 ws a 
— —  —  —— ——  — — = 


— 
— . e 


= - - 2 * 
- hs * . : K * 4 RW * 


= * * © * 
—— nn e 
2 


. 
4 


= = -*. 
E 


* OI; 
_—_ _ 
Taos wy... 


* = 7 
& *. —— — 


nd the . — $42: "2t- wg 
v4 2 Tag — Pa - — » a — ” - 
.. ˙ . . IS Ine -HX ECW 


* = * y Las C2 
= = — 2. — 2 
1 


2 - 
_—- — — 
—_— — COPIER. * 


= 4 
— — — 
2 - = 
— —— 


122 FLotters te a Young Clorgyman. Let. 22. 


Fr 


Fuly 5, 1777. 
DAR Sin, 


I COULD not open your laſt letter without 

tearing away at the ſame time a part of the 
writing contained in it, which is bad, eſpecially 
when written in ſhort- hand: therefore it is beſt, 
when you have gotten down to the bottom of 
the firſt page of your paper, to turn to- the next, 
that is, the back of that, and not to go on 
obliquely, as you have done in this letter. Al- 
ways take care to leave that part of the paper, 
where the ſeal is to be blank, that the writ- 
ing may not be torn, I had a letter from a 
friend lately, who deſired me to tranſact a little 
buſineſs for him, which was the chief purport of 
his letter; but he had unfortunately put the 
wafer on the moſt material part of the com- 
miſſion, ſo that I could not know what he had 
deſired me to do for him, — This you will fay, 
is an odd kind of an introduction to a letter: but 


J have heard worſe, and lefs pertinent introduc- 


tions to many ſermons. I have often admired the 
character, which a great lady in France, once 
gave to one of the officers of that court -“ that 

| he 


P 
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he was excellent at little things.“ There is 
more in this. than moſt people are aware of, 

I have ſent you CranDLER's Commentary, 
which I wiſh you to read carefully, as it will 
enlarge your mind and ideas, He has ſome va- 
luable criticiſms, but they are not all equally ſatis- 
factory, I would not have you preach in his 
ſtyle and manner, but you will do well to imi- 
tate his ſtrong ſenſe and good reaſoning in plainer 
language; and there are ſome very excellent and 
ſtriking remarks in his practical reflections. 

I have read Miſs Moaz's Efjays to Young La- 
dies, with which I am very much pleaſed ; as 
containing excellent prudential cautions, and ad- 
mirable religious maxims. She writes ſo well, ſo 
uſefully, and with ſuch a ſtrong tincture of ra- 
tional and manly piety, that 1 would have every 
reader enter fully into her ſentiments and advices, 
which are adapted to do much good “. 

BLAiR's . Sermons are indeed judicious, lively, 
elegant, and evangelical ; but not ſufficiently plain, 
I think, for common readers. I hope they will 
be of much ſervice among the judicious and po- 
lite, who will probably be inclined to read them. 

I had a leiter lately from Dr. *: a part 

| M 2 of 


* Mr, OxTox wiſhed there had been fewer French terms, 
and hard words made uſe of in theſe admirable Eſſays. 
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of my anſwer to which was as follows. © I have 
rode out ſeveral times this week ; as I hope you 


— have done. It is good for your health: it is alſo 


good for one's temper. I have often found the 
benefit of this receipt. | 


»Tis better, friend, to labour than to fret: 

To cure the ſpleen, there's nothing like a ſweat. 
When times are bad, and neighbours never worſe, 
Men, manners to reform, come, take your horſe, 
A mile reforms them: but if aught remain 
Unpurg'd, 'tis but to ride as far again, 


I have lately loſt a valuable friend here; which 
event has much depreſſed my ſpirits. I am juſt 
returned from an excurſion into Steffordſbire, a- 
bout three miles off, and find my ſpirits better: 
ſo that I hope to be able to day to viſit the af. 
flicted widow and family.” | 
I am pleaſed and thankſul, that I am 
quiet here, and that I can (as I think St. JeroM 
ſays) retire to my Tugurium, and bleſs God, that 
I dare ſleep when I can, and ſay, that aught is 
my own ; and there deplore my barren miniſtry 
for thirty years almoſt; and implore the bleſſing 
of heaven upon the world and the church, — I 
am better and worſe, as to my health as uſual, 
but it never verges to the borders of being 
well. But when a man is turned of ſixty, he 

muſt 
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muſt expect to ſink and decay. Some noted 
writer of antiquity ſays, —“ It is unbecoming a 
man, when arrived to that age, to hold out his 
hand to a phyſician to feel his pulſe. He ſhould 
be content to march off the ſtage.” 1 wiſh I 
could do more in the devotional way ; but I truſt, 
that He who knows our frame, will accept a 
willing mind, and honeſt intentions to ſerve his 
facred cauſe, I am 


Your affectionate tt 


Jos Oa ron, 


I am concerned, leſt you ſhould injure your 
health by too cloſe an application to your ſtudies. 
Walk out often; and when you write or read, 19 
be ſure to keep yourſelf in as upright a poſture 4.18 
as you can. Write upon an inclined plane; but | 
a ſtanding deſk is beſt. Nothing is more inju- 


rious to the health of young divines and ſtudents, 
than looping . 


MI. EET TER 


* « The attitude of a man at ſtudy, ſays Dr. T1350T, can- 


1 not but be prejudicial to health. The folds which the veſſels 
are thrown into at the top of the thigh and in the bend 
of the knees, while a man is Fitting, interrupt the circulation 
in the lower extremities, which in proceſs of time muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſuffer from this circumſtance; the bending of the. 
| budy. 
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UCL TT TE ML 


Nov. 20, 1777. 
Dear Six, 


I HAVE a Miſcellany to fend you, and it is 
ſome comfort to me, that it will coſt you 

nothing in poſtage. 
can make great allowance for the little indiſ- 
cretions of Mr. ** *, as he is ſo young a man, 
He knew the great ſenſibility and delicacy of Mr. 
*, and therefore ſhould have ſaid nothing of the 
buſineſs which he communicated to him. We 
muſt deal cauriouſly with perſons of his great 
ſerupuloſity and exaCtneſs, and eſpecially never 
divulge, or give the moſt diſtant intimation of 
what 


body conftrains the abdominal viſcera, diſturbs their functions, 
and the digeſtive powers are diſordered from a new cauſe.— 
Frictions are alſo of much uſe, and not to be neglected. If 
every morning, we rub the whole body, perſpiration. is encou- 
raged, and the circulation quickened; which is indeed ſo 


much accelerated by ſtrong frictions continued for a long 


time, that in ſome degree they may ſupply the want of exer- 
ciſe, The ancients, who were ſenſible of all the advantages 
reſulting from this practice, not only uſed it as a remedy, but 
alſo as a daily method of preſerving heath.“ - Dr. T1880T ar 
the Diſeaſes incident to Literary and Sedentary Perſons, p. 65, 174, 
ſecond edition, 
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what they wiſh to have concealed. It may ap- 
pear to us a trifle; but if it ſeems important to 
them, that is a ſufficient reaſon, why we ſhould 
be upon our guard, And it is beſt always to 
err on that hand, and to be particularly ſolici- 
tous not to utter every thing one may hear from 
a friend, We ought to ſuppoſe, he ſpeaks to 
us in confidence, though there may be no ex- 
preſs charge or ſeeming deſire of ſecrecy. If a 
perſon, for whom we have a great regard, ſnews 
us any particular attention, and concern for our 
ſervice and intereſt, it is highly proper to thank 
God for it, and to ſnew them all gratitude; but 
to ſay as little of it as may be to others. —As 
Dr. FprDyce's Addreſſes to Young Men, which I 
am reading, (in which, amidſt great pompoſity of 
language, and ſtudied antitheſes, there is much 
good ſenſe, and advice ſuited to their caſe) and 
which now lie before me, and your young friend 
may not have ſeen them, I will tranſcribe a paſ- 
ſage from them, which you may communicate 
to him, or not, as you think proper.“ From 
« a conſciouſneſs of right intentions, from the 
« honeſt ardour of their natures, from the ap- 
« prehenſive ſimplicity ſo incident to generous 
« minds, they are apt to forget certain forms, 
« ceremonies, and precautions. Theſe, however 
« ſmall 
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« ſmall in themſelves, have often a mighty ſtroke 
« in the affairs of life, and eſpecially go further, 
« as they are obſerved or neglected, to eſcape 
“ or incur cenſure, to obtain or forfeit praiſe; 
« than the inexperienced or incautious will eafily, 
&« conceive. It is much to be regretted, that 
« ſome excellent ſpirits fail of appearing excel- 
cc lent in a number of caſes, for want of theſe 
“ inferior attentions, which ought by no means 
© to be omitted, &c,” Vol I. p. 101. 

I am glad you are pleaſed with the ſmall pre- 
ſent I made you of my Sacramental Meditations, 
I wiſh for your prayers, that they may be in- 
ſtrumental in doing good. I think my printing 
work is now done *. I hope I am thankful for 

| the 


* This was Mr. OzTox's laſt publicat on; relative to. which 
the Editor of theſe Letters begs leave to Ar" 1 the ew 
ing Teſtimonies borne to it. 

The late Rev. Mr. HunTzs, Vicar of Veaverbam, in Cbe- 
Hire, the author of ſeveral valuable publications, wrote thus of 
it to a friend —“ Upon your recommendation, I have ordered 
and repeatedly read Mr. Ox rox's Sacramental Meditations. 1 
think 1 never read a book better calculated for the purpoſes 
of ſpiritual improvement. The ſhortneſs of the ſections, the 
plainneſs of the ſtyle, the clearneſs of the method, render 
it peculiarly fit for the reading and retention of the unin- 
firuted in low, and the indolent in high life: whilſt a flow 
of picty, an apt and happy application of ſcripture, an ex- 

perimental 
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the acceptance, and I truſt, uſefulneſs, with which 
ſome of my publications have been honoured, 
Other authors have a more ſhining province, in 
learned, ingenious, and philoſophical pieces, I am 
content with doing good to ſouls, | 

What 
perimental ſenſe of religion, and a profound knowledge of the 
divine life, and of the deep things of God, muſt recommend 
it to the peruſal and approbation of thoſe who have made the 
greateſt progreſs in goodneſs. 

Dr. Tucxexs, the preſent venerable Dean of Glouceſter, wrote 
of it to the ſame perſen in the following manner. Pray 
thank Mr. Oz ros for his book in my name. I am charmed, 
and I hope edified too with it; which I make my conſtant. 
companion. As I read, I am delighted to find the great 
divine, and the able controverſialiſt, concealing himſelf under 
the better character of the pious and humble chriſtian, and 


avoiding all the parade- of human learning, A man who was 


leſs a ſcholar, and leſs a chriſtian, would have ſtuffed his 
book with a thouſand quotations.” 

The late excellent Dr. Abus, Maſter of Pembroke College, 
Oxford, in a letter to Mr. Ox ron writes thus: — The de- 
ſign of your book was quite new to me, and is I think, 
happily executed. In our large communions (ſuch as I have 
often ſeen at St. Chad's) it is the very book 1 ſhould wiſh 
in every one's hands. The Dean of Gloucefler is much pleaſed 
with it, as he is indeed with all your writings. You have 
perhaps done more good of the beſt ſort, under the neceſſity 
of retirement, than you could have done in better health, 
which univerſally brings diſſipation along with it. This is a 
conſolation of the higheſt and nobleſt kind, which I am per- 
ſuaded you have a right to, and I hope God will in your 
weakeſt hours enable you to take to yourſelf," 
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What will become of my Expoſitions on the 
Old Teſtament I know not, I fear the plan I 
propoſed interweaving them with CLARR's 
notes, in\ the manner of WuriTBY and Dop- 
DRIDGE, adding a practical improvement at the 
end of each chapter, will not be executed, I 
wiſh it may; but I can do nothing to it my- 
ſelf; and the perſon from whom I hoped for the 
execution will not, J fear, attempt it, though he 
hath ſtrength and ability of body and mind to 
do it ſoon, and do it well. I muſt leave it to 
providence, and thoſe who may come after 
me s. | 
Dr. TavyLoR's Paraphraſe on the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, is an elaborate and learned work, con- 
taining many excellent things, and many im- 
portant and valuable criticiſms, and well deſerves 
your careful peruſal; but I think he hath too 
much limited the Apoſtle's ſenſe. Few perſons 
have ever ſtudied the bible more than he, or 
have been better acquainted with ſcriptural phraſe- 
ology; but he was too much warped by his 

pf own 

* Mr. OrxTon's Expoſitions on the Old Teſtament, with 
devotional and practical Reflections, for the uſe of Families, 
are now publiſhing by the Rev. Roß ER T GENTLEMAN, of 
Kidderminſter, in 6 volumes o@avo, and have met with great 


encouragement, The fifth volume of which was publiſhed 
in March laſt, , 
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own theories. You will find many good remarks 
upon this performance in DopprIDGE's preface 
to the ſecond edition of his Sermons on Re- 
generation.— His Key to the Apoſtolic Writings is 
prefixed to his paraphraſe, and is deſigned to 
explain the chief phraſes made uſe of in the 
Epiſtles; but which he appears to me to have 
miſtaken in many inſtances. Though I do not 
like his general ſcheme on the Romans and his 


Key, yet his notion of the doctrine of Election 


ſeems right and ſeriptural. 

I queſtion whether Dr. DopprI1DGE's Sermons 
againſi Popery will ever be publiſhed. — What the 
DoQtor ſays of Mr. GRove as a writer is, that 
« he reſembles WArrs, but is not equally po- 
« etical; that he has many judicious and new 
« thoughts; with great ſeriouſneſs and ſweet- 
« neſs.” — Biſhop Bux xRT T's Concluſion of the 
Hiftory of his own Times, was printed ſeparately 
in a ſmall form a few years ago, and many of 
them ſold, I fcarce know a book better calcu- 
lated to do good, — HiLprop's Miſcellanies are 
entertaining, and may furniſh you with ſome ma- 
ferials in your addreſſes to your Wormington far- 
mers. — REEVES's Apologies of the Fathers, in two 
volumes octavo, is a valuable tranſlation of ſeveral 
important books, - Have you ever ſeen Short Me- 
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ditations on Select Portions of Scripture *? If not, 
I recommend it to you, as containing the ſub. 
ſtance of the heads and principal thoughts of 
about fifty excellent ſermons, 

Judge AsHuRSsT, is, I preſume, of the ſame 
family, as Sir HENRY and Sir SAMUEL ASHURST, 
who were both of them men of eminent wil. . 
dom and piety. Sir HENRY ASHURST wrote the 
life of Mr. NATHANIEL HEywoop, an ejected 
miniſter in Lancaſhire; ſo fond was he of him, 

Your advice to me to eat my own book, is very 
good. But I daily ſtand corrected by my own 
publications, as it is eaſier to give advice than 
to take it. The hot weather hurts me; and 
now this cool damp air hurts me again. So ſub- 
ject am I to ſkyey influences, and the ſport of 
every paltry atom +. But be the weather fair or 
foul, the ſhip is ſtill under fail, near the port: 
and may it be the haven, where I would be 


Your's affectionately, 


Jos OR rox. 


* By the Rev. DAN III TVꝝXX EI of Abingdon, Berk. 
+ The Aſcarides. 


LETTER 
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LET TTT 


Feb. 1778. 
Dear SIR, 


HOUGH there is nothing in your laſt letter 
which requires an immediate anſwer, yet 


I am willing to write to ſo punctual a correſ- 
pondent. 


I have been looking over SaLLUsT's Hi/tory 
of Cataline's Conſpiracy; in which I think you 
will find ſome things ſuitable to your purpoſe, 
particularly in his ſpeech to the conſpirators ; 


which you will meet with towards the beginning 


of the hiſtory : where he pleads Liberty, as a 
ground for his undertaking ; but mentions ho- 
nour, power, wealth, &c. as alſo in their plan, 
and throws out ſome bitter reflections againſt the 
miniſters and placemen of thoſe days. = Quin ig i- 
tur expergiſcimini? En illa, illa, quam ſepe optaſtis, 
Libertas; præterea divitie, decus, gloria in aculis 
ſita ſunt, &c, In my edition, is the following 
note on the word Libertas. Tacitus vere (lib. . 
Annal.) falſo libertatis vocabulum obtendi ab its, qui 
privatim degeneres, in publicum exitigſ, nihil ſpei, 
niſi per diſcordias, habeant. Graſw. one of the 

N variorum 
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variorum authors. — There is a great deal to the 
ſame purpoſe in Cataline's ſpeech, and in other 
parts of the hiſtory ; but it is near forty years ago 
fince I laſt read it, which was with the pupils at 
Northampton, in 1739. I have long thought there 
are many paſſages in the account of that con- 
ſpiracy very parallel to the preſent caſe of our 
nation, between loyal men, and thoſe who are 
called: patriots, and who. chooſe by a figure of 
ſpeech, to call themſelves Whigs, juſt as they 
call me a Tory, Many are angry. with me, be- 
cauſe I diſcountenance their diſloyalty ; but I de- 
ſpiſe their anger, as much as I diſlike their prin- 
ciples and conduct. I would willingly. be doing 
ſome good while I am here; and to promote 
loyalty, ſubjection, and peace, is doing good, I 
think I have already ſoftened ſome ſharp ſpirits 
amongſt us, at leaſt brought them to hold their 
tongues, or to be leſs confident. I ſtrall be ſorry 
to fing' that your neighbour Mr. * *, expoſes 
himſelf and his miniſtry by his politicks. An 
ancient Btſhop ſays, © What hath an eccleſiaſtick 
to do with politxcks ??* Lend him PATMER's 
Abridement of BaxTER's Reformed Paſtor. 

How can we be guilty by nature, according to 
Mr, * s ideas of original fin, ſince guilt is 
a conſciouſneſs of having acted wrong? Our guilt 


and 
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and miſery conſiſt in having ſinned, or in con- 
ſequence of our ſins. Feremiab calls children 
innocents, Jer. ii. 34. and Chri/t ſays, except ye 
be converted and become as little children, &c, 
Matt. xviii, 3. I cannot reconcile theſe paſſages, 
and many more, with the high notions of ſome 
perſons concerning the doctrine of original fin, 
What I underſtand by that doctrine is, (and which 
I take to be a fact) that as we are born with leſs 
perfect conſtitutions, ſo the paſſions are ſtronger 
and leſs governable, and thereby we are more eaſily 
led into fin, I have known ſo many inſtances, in 
which perſons have excuſed their fins and bad 
tempers, by pleading original fin, that I would 
be extremely cautious, how I gave the moſt diſ- 
tant encouragement to ſuch abſurd and dangerous 
pleas,—So likewiſe by aſſurance, | mean only a 
ſatisfactory evidence, removing all painful fears 
and doubts, though not every ſlight ſuſpicion, 
See MasoN on Self Knowledge, part 1. ch. xvill, 
and BENNB T's Chriſtian Oratory, ſect. 2. p. 569. 
* Mr. * * does not know the fact of the 
Spirit's ſealing, comforting influence.” The only 
difference between us is, that he thinks it can- 
not be particularly 4&zown to be the work of the 
Spirit, though he allows it to be ſo, I think, 
that in ſome caſes it may be known, And the 
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lives of ſome of the beſt and moſt rational chriſ- 
tians ſhew, that they thought they could diſtin- 
guiſh between a divine impreſſion, and the natural 
workings of their own minds. Many texts I 
think encourage this thought, eſpecially the follow- 
ing, Rom. viii. 16. 2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. Eph. i. 13. 
My Book of Almanacks is of no great con- 
ſequence, The Almanack I make uſe. of is 
Wird's, which I think one of the beſt. There 
J keep a journal of the weather, and inſert who 
preached the charity-ſermons, here and at Shreuſ- 
bury, and what was collected; alſo any particular 
occurrence relating to the town. I alſo make re- 
ferences in it to the birth-days of ſome of my 
friends, not that I may drink their health, but 
pray for them, I find it of ſme uſe to have 
recourſe to this, as to dates and times, And it 
is as an amuſement, and attended with ſome ad- 
vantage to take a tranſient ſurvey. of paſt occur- 
rences. I will give you a ſpecimen of the me- 
morandums of the laſt month. « Feb. 5th, 
Mr, Y * * died—a friend of mine at W ***, 
—gth, The day ſiſter 8 * gied—to be thankful 
for her piety and uſefulneſs—and to pray for 
her family.—14th, My nephew B. S **'s birth- 
day—to pray for him. — 21ſt, Public faſt.— 23d, 
Mr. T * * died, one of my former hearers.— 
24th, J. S* *s birth.day—to pray for him.— 
. 25th, 
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25th, W. $*#, a relation of mine, died.” — 

This is the diary I keep. Dr. Dobbatpot, as 
far as I can recollect, (for I have not his diary 
by me) uſed particular marks for days well ſpent, 


ill ſpent, and indifferent. But a perſon may eaſily 


contrive any thing of that kind for hiinſelf. 

Biſhop New row's Diſſertations on the Prophecies 
are excellent books, and will enrich your inter- 
leaved bible with many good interpretations, 
But his plan upon the Revelation is not, I think, 
the right one. He and Dr. Hatirax, who 
lately publiſhed ſome diſcourſes preached at Biſhop 
WarBuRTon's Lecture, both implicitly follow 
Mr. Mepe. When 1 was engaged in publiſhing 
Dr. DoppRIDGE's Expoſitor on the Revelation, 
I ſtudied that book as carefully as I could, and 
I found more conſiſtency and ſatisfaction in Low- 
MAN on the Revelation, than any other com- 
mentator upon it. 

Mr. Rosinson, the author of the Plea for 
the Divinity of Chriſt, hath not received a regu- 
lar education; but is a man of a ſurpriſing ge- 
nius, and vaſt. application. He doth not appear 
to me to underſtand the controverſy about the 
Trinity; and has miſapplied ſeveral texts, which 


I bave taken the liberty of pointing out to him. 
He frequently contradicts himfelf, being in ſome | 


parts of his performance a Sabellian, while in 
N. 3 others 
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others he ſeems to favour the Athanaſian doc- 
trine, In reality, I take him to be a Sabellian, 
or elſe I do not underſtand him. I wiſh none 
would meddle with that controverſy, but thoſe 
who underſtand it, I have read many treatiſes 
upon the ſubject, and ſome angry and uncharita- 
ble ones, whoſe authors did not underſtand it, 
but wrote without any clear ideas. I think Mr. 
RosBinsoN's book will be uſeful, to ſhew the dif- 


ficulty of the point, and to abate the confidence 
and cenſoriouſneſs of many. 


Your relations and friends here are well, I 
bleſs God I am as well as uſual, but find old 
age gaining upon me by long ſtrides. Continue 
your prayers for me, that I may be ready when- 
ever the ſummons comes, and that all may be 
well at laſt. As a ſcotch divine faid in his 
dying moments, ſo I would ſay: © If I do not 
come up to Henry's glory, and WaTTs's glory, 
and DoDDRIDGE's glory, I ſhall be well, if I 
win-in among them.“ | 

1 Your affectionate friend, &e. 
Jos ORToN, 


* The expreſſion of winning-in, is a Scotticiſm, and ſignifies 
to pet-in, or rather, to gain-in, among them. We uſe the 
word for winning a prize. . So in our tranſlation, that I may 


win Chriſt, aeg , gain Chriſt, as a treaſure, or ſomething 
extremely valuable, Pbil, iii. 8. 


. 
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LET TER AZY, 


Sept. 20, 1778. 
Dear SIR, 


I T is common for the lawyers, when they pre- 

fer a bill in chancery againſt a perſon, to 
crave leave of the chancellor to mend the bill. 
This I will endeavour to do with relation to 


my letter of yeſterday ; which I wrote in a hurry, 


as I was not willing to make the meſſenger wait. 


I wiſh your friend Mr. * * may have 


an opportunity of reading a diſcourſe, written by 
Dr. W1sHART, Principal of the College of Edin- 


, burgh, on the Inefficacy of a Death-Bed Repentance, 


or ſome ſuch title, as it is an excellent piece: or, 
a ſermon of Mr. Newman's, (late miniſter of 
Carter-Lane, London) on the Caſe of the penitent 
Thief, which is a very judicious diſcourſe. As to 
viſiting condemned malefactors, it is very proper: for 
even a good man may be hurried into ſome capi- 
tal crime: or repentance may begin immediately 
after the fact: at leaſt, it is doing the beſt that 
can be done to alleviate future miſery ; and eve- 


ry 
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ry thing ſhould be tried, when eternity is near. 
There are ſome excellent reflections on ſuch 
ſcenes in Archbiſhop TiLLoTsoN's two ſermons 


on the Long-ſuffering of God, from Eccleſiaſtes 
viii. 11. particularly at the end of the firſt ſer- 


mon. And I am much of his mind on this 
ſubject *. 


— 


* 


Have 


* & To ſpeak my mind freely in this matter, (ſays the Arch- 
biſhop) I have no great opinion of that extraordinary com- 
fort and confidence which ſome have, upon a ſudden repent- 
ance for great and flagrant crimes, becauſe I cannot diſcern 
any ſufficient ground for it, I think great humility and dejec- 
tion of mind, and a doubtful apprehenſion of their condition, 
next almoſt to deſpair of it, would much better become them; 
becauſe their caſe is really ſo very doubtful in itſelf. There 
is great reaſon for the repentance of ſuch perſons, and it be- 
comes them well; but I ſee very little reaſon for their great 


comfort and confidence, nor does it become their circumſtances 
and condit'on. 


Let them imitate, as near as they can, the 


behaviour of the penitent Thief, the only example the ſcrip- 


ture hath leſt us of a late repentance that proved effeQual, 
who gave the greateſt teſtimony that could be of a penitent 
ſorrow for his fins, and of his faith in the Saviour of the 
world, by a generous and courageous owning of him in the 
midſt of his diſgrace and ſuffering, when even his own diſci— 
ples had denied and forſaken him; but we do not find in him 
any ſign of extraordinary comfort, much leſs of confidence; 
but he humbly commended himſcit to the mercy and goodneſs 
of his Saviour, ſaying, Lord, remember me, oben thou comeſt inte 
thy kingdom. 


—_— — — —_—  — — 
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Have you ſeen an Eſſay on the Connexion be- 
tween the Doctrine of Fuſtification by the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and Holineſs of Life (wrote 
by WITHERSPOON a ſcotch divine, and author 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Characteriſtics) dedicated to 
Mr. Hervey ? It was ſent to me ſeveral years 
ago, by a gentleman of Glaſgow, to whom I was 
a ſtranger. I think it an admirable book : and, 
though I do not altogether approve of its title, 
yet I am much pleaſed with his reaſoning, as 
equally ſtrong and concluſive upon our ideas of 
redemption. It is a twelve-penny pamphlet, and 
I imagine you will be much pleaſed with it. 

Had you looked into the ap of Oxfordſbire, 
you would have found Tackl/ey, the ſeat of the 
Lavy DowAGER LICHFIELD, where our friend 
is lately gone. Let me adviſe you never to hear or 
read of a village, eſpecially a market town, with- 
out examining where it is. Thus, much uſeful 
knowledge may be gained by degrees, and with 
little or no trouble. By taking this method, 1 
have been of ſervice to many tradeſmen and 
others both at Shrewſbury and this town, — 1 
wiſh you through the hurries of the day at 
*. Remember the ſtory I told you of 
an old ſcotch divine, who being aſked, why he 
wore a long beard, anſwered, © I do it to re- 


mind 
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mind me never to do any thing inconſiſtent with 
the gravity of my appearance.” 
On Thurſday laſt, as I was ſitting at dinner, 


I felt an earthquake; and heard a rumbling noiſe, 


like a wheel-barrow going over ſome rough 
ground, It happened at one o'clock, and laſted 
about two ſeconds, Many others in the town 
felt it, and ſome were much alarmed, I wiſh 
ſuch alarms may do good, But we ſeem to be 
proof againſt every thing that is ſerious, kind, and 
awful, 

I am now reading an excellent old book, writ- 
ten by OsSADbran SEDGWICK, who was a mem- 
ber of the aſſembly of divines, entitled The Ana- 
tomy of Secret and preſumptuous Sins, Wc, which 
pleaſeth me much, His heads and enlargements 
are ſhort and comprehenſive, and free from the 
unprofitable jargon of thoſe days; and his lan- 
guage is excellent for the time he wrote in, If 
you meet with any of his works, it will be 
worth your while to purchaſe them, as they may 
be bought for a trifle, They contain excellent 
matter, and come home more to men's conſcien- 


ces and boſoms, than the writings of many of 


our modern divines, 

I am but indifferent, and am often unfit for 
buſineſs or company, and my mental powers daily 
2 grow 
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grow weaker, When I am diſpoſed to be im- 
patient, I think of two of my acquaintance, who 
are ground down with the ſtone, and labour — 
after greater patience and thankfulneſs. But every 
diſagreeable object appears formidable and dread- 
ful to me, eſpecially, the near approach of death, 
I much need, value, and defire the _— of 
my friends. 
Your's lincerely, 
Jos ORrox. 


* 


—— 


L-E.F 1 ER: AEVL 


Fan, 1779. 
DAR Sm, 
3 confined to- day by great rain, I know 


how to employ my time better than 
in writing a letter to you; though whether I 
ſhall be able to finiſh it to-day in time for the 
poſt I know not: however I will do ſomething 
towards it, —I am always glad to receive chit-chat 
letters, as they ſeem to come from the heart. Mr. 
Pope is I think right, who ſomewhere ſays, 
« The letters of friends are not worſe for being 
fit for none elſe to read. The effuſion of a 


moment ought to be the characteriſtick of all 
familiar 
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familiar writing. It is a ſtrange recommendation, 
but a true one.“ In this view, I had rather 
write twenty letters to a friend with whom 1 
can be free, than one to a perſon every way as 
good and valuable, and with whom I can be 
equally free, who is at the ſame time formal 
and accurate himſelf, and expects the letters of 
his correſpondents to be ſo too, I do not love 
to write letters where compliments and apolo- 
gies are neceſſary. Every thing that comes di- 
rectly from the heart, and ſeems like converſa- 
tion, is moſt agreeable to me. And indeed what 
is writing letters, but a kind of converſation, 
and therefore ought to be eaſy, free, and unre- 
ſerved, Perhaps I am ſelfiſh in this ſentiment, 
as I can ſeldom write more than a few lines at 
— a time without being tired and in pain, and 
forced to lie down upon my couch; ſo that 
method and order muſt be neglected by me; 
but theſe I think ſhould be eafily excuſed in 
letters, eſpecially where the writer's heart and his 
eſteem for his correſpondent appear at firſt view, 
without any labour or ſtudy. 
I hope you have received the BrsHoP oF CRHES“ 
TER'S Letter *, which I returned to you ſome 
time 
* A Letter to the inhabitants of Mancheſter, Macclesfield, and 


the adjacent parts, on occaſion of the late earthquake in thoſe 
places. 
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time ago; which is an exceeding good one, truly 
ſerious, full to the purpoſe, and adapted to do 
good, His Lordſhip's two fermons, which were 
preached at the Chapel Royal St. Fames's, are 
ſuperexcellent. 'Fhey were printed, as I have been 
informed, by the: expreſs command of the Queen, 
in order to be given away among the courtiers, 
I am glad you have fo tolerable a /och 
of fermons, But you will go on compoſing new 
ones; as thereby you will increaſe your theo- 
logical knowledge: a new: fubject always ſtrikes, 
and the natural love of novelty ſhould be 
called in to the aid of religion. What hath a 
clergyman to do, but to give himſelf wholly to 
his work; increaſe his own, and his hearers' ac- 
quaintance with the ſcriptures 3 and be continually 
drawing, from that inexhauſtible fountain, ſtreams 
of living water, for their entertainment and nou- 
rihment. How few are there among us, who 
like Danze, WHIsTON, the profeſſor's brother, 
left behind him ſeveral hundred ſermons, which 
he had never preached. This is the other ex. 
treme,—I will excuſe your having a ſermon to 
write on the Saturday, becauſe the occafion of it 
was urgent and neceffary ; elſe I ſhall blame you, 
if ever you have a fermon to make on a Satur- 
day. Dr. Donne (as it is obſerved in his Life) 
| O always 
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— always choſe his text, for the next Lord's day, on 
the preceding Sunday evening, when he had finiſh- 
ed the duty of that day. This was my method. 
I. always contrived to have Saturday, as a kind 
of leiſure day, to attend at the Infirmary at Sbrewſ- 

bury, or to do other buſineſs which (being market- 

day) it occaſioned ; and that I might, by exerciſe 
and relaxation, get myſelf into better ſpirits for the 
labours of the ſabbath, Only on a Saturday even- 
ing, I carefully reviewed my ſermon, and commit- 
ted the moſt ſtriking parts of it, eſpecially in the ap- 
plication, to memory. And IJ always ſpent'my Sa- 
turday evenings, at home that I might prepare myſelf 
the better for the buſineſs of the following day. 

I heartily wiſh you the return of many happy 
birthdays; and that each of them may afford you 
increaſing pleaſure in your own .improvement, and 
the advancement of religion by your miniſtry, I 
— have no doubt but you ſpent the day religiouſiy; in 
thankfully acknowledging the goodneſs and mercy 
of God to you; in acts of humiliation for the 
vanity of childhood and youth; and in forming 
good reſolutions for . greater ſeriouſneſs, diligence, 
and activity, as a chriſtian and a miniſter. May 

God hear your prayers, accept your praiſes, and 

multiply his bleſſings upon you ! 

I am now reading MICHAEL1s's Introductory 

Lectures to the Sacred Books of the New Teſtament, 

a ſmall 
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a ſmall octavo volume, price three ſhillings. It is 
a good conciſe account of criticks, commenta- 
tors, and their ſentiments on the genuineneſs, au- 
thority, and inſpiration of the books of the New 
Teſtament, It will refreſh your memory with 
many things on thoſe ſubjects; but he doth not 
enter deeply into the controverſies of them. 

I have lately bought a ſcotch edition of FLA- 
VELL's Works, in eight volumes, octavo. The 
folio edition I had before; but this I can read 
s I lie on my couch, or as I fit in my chair, 
ſmoking my evening's pipe. I have read more 
of FLAVELL, ſince I was able to read at all, 
than any other writer; and I am always pleaſed 
with his plainneſs, ſimplicity, ſhort ſtyle, great ſe- 
riouſneſs, and entertaining ſtories. 

I am concerned that Mr, * * doth not apply 
more diligently to his ſtudies: and it really 
grieves me to ſee young divines, who have good 
natural abilities, and have enjoyed conſiderable ad- 
vantages in their education, contented to glimmer ; 
when with more application, they might be burn« 
ing and ſhining lights in the church, and the 
diſtinguiſhed ornaments of : chriſtianity and their 
profeſſion. I ſometimes talk freely to my younMr 
brethren on ſuch topics; but in this age, young 

O 2 men 
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men do not in general, chooſe to attend to the 
moſt friendly advice of their ſeniors; though de- 
livered, not only tenderly, but reſpectfully. They 
are Wiſer, and have better ideas of divinity, eſ- 
pecially, than thoſe who have grown grey in 
ſtudy and in the miniſtry, 

I think I have now written every thing I had 
to ſay to you — which has been done at many 
fittings — and I have conſidered myſelf as talking 
with you, — But this wet day makes me uncom- 
fortable, and my letter is as dull as the day: 
yet fair or foul—bright or dull, I am 

Your faithful and affeRionate 
Jos Oal ON. 


Some time ago, I recommended to the con- 
fideration of a friend, the following axiom, or 
definition of the uſe of a Right Line, Refum eff 

Index ſui, et cbligui: Which I think a maxim 
well worthy the attention of divines. Inform 
your hearers what you think to be right, and 
ſhew them why it is ſo, By this method they 
will be able to judge for themſelves of the dif- 
ferences of things, and perceive what is right, 
and what is erroneous. See Luke xii. 57. I 
withed to find ſome authority for it, and lately 
met with it quoted in the moſt learned Dr. Cup- 

WoRTH'S 
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Wok rh's Treatiſe on the Lord's Supper, which 
gave me ſingular pleaſure. 


LETTER XXVII. 


March 1779. 
1 AC KNOWLEDGE myſelf in your debt, 


Dear Sir, for two letters; which, on account 
of the indifferent ſtate of my health, I am o- 
bliged to anſwer as J can, writing a few lines 
at a time, as I find myſelf diſpoſed, without 
any regard to order or method. 

I am: ſorry you meet with difficulties and diſ- 
couragements in your preſent ſituation; but I 
am in doubt what to ſay concerning a removal 
to SF*#, I could wiſh you comfortably ſettled in 
a living of your own, where you would be more 
extenſively uſcful ; but. am fearful you will find 
inconveniences in the place you think of ; except 
you can fully reſolve, and keep your reſolution, 
to: mind your proper buſineſs, and to guard a- 
gainſt the avocations of S* * x. 1 think a clergy- 
man is moſt reſpectable, who keeps to his ſtudy 
and pariſh, and engages as little as may be in 
mixed company, He-ſhould be careful not ta 
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dejecrate himſelf by letting himſelf down. Have 
you ever read Scoucar's Worts, author of that 
Tract which Biſhop Burner publiſhed, called, 
The Life of God in the Soul of Man If you have 
not, pray inquire after it, and read it diligently 
and repeatedly, Give me leave to fend you the 
following paſſage from his Concio ad Clerum,— 
Quotidiana clericorum cum laicis converſatio, con- 
temptibiles eos reddit. — Facile contemnitur clericus, 
i prandium invitatus ſæpius veniat. You will think 
of theſe maxims, and let them have their proper 
influence with you. SCOUGAL was an epiſcopal 
divine, and ſon of a ſ:otch biſhop; a man of 
eminent learning and piety, and a good model 


for uſeful preaching ; but died very young. May 


God direct you in all your motions, and fix 
you there, where you may do Him and his cauſe 
the moſt ſignal ſervice! I know you will follow 
providence, and not our-run it; and I hope 
look to probable, though remote, confequences, 
before you determine upon ſa important a change 
in your ſituation, 

I am glad to hear from you ſo good an ac= 
count of Dr. ADams, whom you have lately 
ſeen, There are few men I honour more 
for every amiable quality. If you return to col- 
lege ſoon, I deſire you to preſent my reſpectful 

and 
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and affetionate compliments to him; and be 
ſure to do all you can to learn of the Door 
ſteadineſs, prudence, firmneſs, mingled with the 
utmoſt good-nature, and readineſs to ſerve o- 
thers *. I have nothing to ſay about your aca- 
demical ſtudies and degree; but that I hope, 
you will purchaſe to yourſelf a good degree, and 
great boldneſs in the faith of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, (1 Tim. iii. 13,) and be Maſter of the 
beſt Arts, that of ſaving ſouls. 


I am 


* In 1770, Mr. Ox rox wrote two pamphlets, in defence f 
Dr. Abaus, in anſwer to a Letter to the Doctor by the 
author of Pietas Oxonienſis, entitled Diotrepbes admoniſhed, and 
Diotrephes re-admoniſhed : in which, the writer appears to have 
ſteered in a middle way between the Doctor and his antago-- 
niſts, reſpecting ſome theological niceties and diſtintions, The 
author of them hoped, the controverſy had done good, by ex- 
citing a ſpirit of enquiry into the contents of the Goſpel, 
and leading many to read and think on religious ſubjects, 
who otherwiſe would not probably have done it. And he 
had the pleaſure of hearing, that his tracts had been ſer- 
viceable in this reſpe@, eſpecially in Shropſhire; and that they 
were much valued by many reſpectable clergymen, 5 
larly thoſe of evangelical principles. 

Another maſterly pamphlet appeared in the ſame contro-. 
verſy, entitled, The Church of England windicated from the rigid. 
Notions of Cabviniſm ; written by one of Dr. Apans's intimate 
friends; whoſe name, were it to be made publick, would: 
do honour to the cauſe of learning and rational piety, 
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I am going over JoRTIN's Sermons again—of 
which I am never weary ; ſo plain, , ſenſible, and 
judicious are they: tho' I ſometimes ſuſpect, that 
ſome of the ſermons were not his own, as they 
are ſo different from others of them, which cor- 
reſpond more exactly to his way of writing in his 
tracts and other . publications *, But they are 
all worth reading again and again; and I am 
perſuaded thoſe, Which are moſt eaſy and fa- 
miliar, were his own, for that is an excellency 
in his ſtyle, and almoſt peculiar to himſelf. 
Such ſermons want nothing but a little more 
practical and lively application to make them 
compleat models for young divines. There is 
ſtrong good ſenſe and juſt reaſoning in his diſ- 
courſes, generally couched under the plaineſt 
language. But he had, as I have been told, a 
very heavy delivery +, 


I ſhall 


* Sce the Gentleman's Magazine for Nov, 1784. 


+ & Joxrix, as a writer, (ſays Mr. Ox rox) is laconic, 
comprehenſive, yet quite plain and eaſy, familiar and lively, 
I ſhould like him better if he were more evangelical; But 
I can taſte what I think an excellency in a writer, though 1 
ſhould on no account preach in his unevangelical manner,- 
There are ſo few evangelical writers, among the moderns, who 
are candid and catholic, that a man, who reads none but them, 
will be likely, though he may be confirmed in-his orthodoxy, 
to loſe his charity, and leflen his uſefulneſs,” 


Let. 27. Letters to a Young Chergyman, I53 


I ſhall be glad to hear from you, and hope 
for a continuance of your prayers, that as my 
day is, my ſtrength may be, My head begins 
to fail, my tongue ſtammers, my hands tremble, 
and I am ſinking apace to the duſt; but my 
concern for my friends, and the intereſt of re- 
ligion, holds out ſtill, May the Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be always with you! To that 
I heartily commend you in all your intereſts, 
And am, Dear Sir, 


Your faithful and affſetionate 


Jos OR TON, 


— I —̈ẽ — 


Here the Editor finds it neceſſary to diſcontinue theſe Let- 
ters; as ſoon after the date of the laſt, he came to live at 
Sbreguſbury; and there are many things in Mr. OzTox's fu- 
ture correſpondence with him, of a focal and too delicate a 
nature to be laid before the publick eye.— This valuable man 
died July 19, 1783, in the fixty fixth year of his age; and 
was buried, agreeably to his own requeſt, in St. Chad's 
Church, Shrewſbury, Sic mihi contingat vivere, fiegue mori. 
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Behold thou haſt infrufed many, and thou haſt frengtbened 
the weak hands. Thy words have upholden Him, who was 
Falling, and thou haſt ſtrengthened the feeble knees, Jos iv, 3, 4. 


As one condemn'd to leap a precipice, 

Who ſees before his eyes the depth below, 

Stops ſhort, and looks about for ſome kind ſhrub 
To break his dreadful fal]; ſo I look HERE 


For friendly aid againſt the fears of death, | 
DzayDEN. 
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